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"Y Ince 1 was laſt with you in this 
kind, I have almoſt been of as 
many Profeſsions and Employments, as 
there be City-Companies ; and have 
had as many ſeveral” Names , as the 
Grand Seignior bas Titles of Flonour ; 
for ſetting afide the Vnlgar and Famis 
liar ones of Rogue, Raskal, Dog and 
Thief (which may be taken by way of 
endearment, as well as out of prejudice 
3 A 3 of 


The Preface 


or offence) as alſo thoſe of more certain 
ſignification ; as Malicious Rogue , 
Il-Natur'd Raskal, Lay-dog, and 
Spightful Thief : I ſay, ſetting afide 
all theſe, they bave travell'd me almoſt 
quite through the Map. For in a Mo- 
ment, I got to the Streights, ſhot the 
 Gulph, cut the Line, and was pre- 

ſently Barbarian, Indian, Turk and 
Jew. And , notwithſtanding this , 
the Buſineſs went on at Home all 
- the while beſides; for there I'was Re- 
bel, Traytor, Scot, Sadducee and 
Socinian : And then, you know, I 
had but a little way to Antichriſt him- 
-: -- 

1 thought it therefore the beſt and moſt 
honeſt way, not to conceal theſe things, 
that being fully ſatisfied of that perni- 
cious Poyſon that was in the Former, 
you may carefully avoid the danger of 
being inft&ed by this Second : But if 
you 


_ fo the Reader. 


you are ſo bold as to venture a blowing 
up, look cloſely to it : For the Plot lies 
deadly deep, and "twill be between your 
Legs before you be aware of it ; for 
this is full out as Jeſuitically contriv*d, 
as the other was ſaid , and thought to 
_ be. ' But, of all things, have a care 
of putting it into your Pocket, for 
fear it takes Fire , or runs away With - 
Jour Breeches. And if you can ſhun 
it, read it not When you are alone ; or,.. 
at leaſt, not late in the Ervening ; for. 
the Venom is ſtrongeſt about Midnight 
and ſeizes moſt violently upon the 
Head, when the Party is by Himſelf. 
And if you happen on any doubtful 
Expreſsion , be ſure you take it for the 
preſent in the worſt Sence ; for you may 
abate again, after the Heat of the Wea- 
ther be over. And if at any time you 
find the Viper begin to creep upon you 3 
r#n inſtantly out of your Chamber, and 
A 4 get 
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get into any Company, and fall to rail- 
ing immediately as hard as erver you 
can ( nay, ſay ſomewhat to your ſelf 
as you go along in the Streets) for Fu- 
ry_ and Paſsion whets the Blood , and 
keeps the Enemy at a diſtance , and 
is found to be as good againft any 
Bookiſh Infeftion, as a Glaſs of Sack 
is againſt the Plague. TI ſhall not tell 
you one Line of what is init z and there- 
fore confider well what you " and look 
to your jelf. But if you bereſoly'd to 
n,90f be ſure have a care of catching 
Cold ; and keep to a Moderate Diet, for 
there is Danger, and Jeopardy in it be- 
ſides, 

And I muſt deſire, that when you 
come at a Neigbouring Miniſter of | 
the Anſwerers , looking over bis 
Five Hundred Sermons, that you 

do not believe me : For 1 find, that 
he did dot look them all over with his 
| out - 


eh > FI +28. 3h - 
Wes Mad 
's a7. 
| 6 


to the Reader. 


outward Eye, but only called them over 
in his Mind. we” 

And 1 defire alſo, that the An- 
{werer would Jelieve himſelf, and 
not me : For T would not by any means, 
have him write a Book only about 
that Miſtake. 4nd, indeed, Whereas 
he ſays in his Firſt Page, that One - 
Defign of his Writing , was to 
make an Acknowledgment , that 
a great part of what ] writ was 
true; 1 Wiſh, that either be would 
have let my Truth have ſhifted for 
it ſelf , without the belp of his Ac- 
| knowledgment , (for , T profeſs, be has 
prevented me killing 1 know not how 
many Otters) or elſe, that be would 
have divided his Letter into Two Parts, 
and bave placd the Anſwer by i 
ſelf, and the Acknowledgement by 
it felf : Which if be had done, and © 
pickd them duely and carefully, be 


might 
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might have written all that which he 
calls Anſwer, upon very little more than 
his Thumb-Naxyl. 

And 1 muſt particularly beg of the 


Scripture-Nonconformiſts, that they 


be net too ſevere upon a ſmall Lay- 
Miſtake : For my Bible not lying juſt 
under my Elbow , 1 find, I have in 
one Place made our Saviour ſay that, 
Which indeed John Baptiſt ſpoke be- 
foxe-hand for bim. 

And , becauſe I am in the Begging 
Humour , 1 muit crave further, that 
if any of you hear of a Second 
Anſwer coming out againſt my For- 
mer Letter, concerning my putting 
the Tarts before the Chickens ( for 
I am given to underſtand , that ſuch 
an Objeftion is urged ) that by all 
means you preſently ſtop the Preſs 3 
for moſt certainly Chickens ought to 


have the Precedence of Tarts, both 
by 
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by an indiſpenſable right of Nature , 
and by the juſteſt and oldeſt Traditions | 
of Cookery : And I ſhall always be ready 
to acknowledge, rather than defend ſuch 
Miſtakes. 


SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


UPON THE 


ANSWER. 


To the ENZVUIRY into 
The Grounds and Occaſions 


p OF THE 
| Contempt of the CLERGY. 


> 
SIR, 


HAT Service You or I | 
ſhould do to Church or 
State, by crackingof Nuts, 


| | IT do not underſtand ; ex- 

cepting the caſe of Cheſauts, upon which, 

as it has been reported, the Kingdom of 
| | Naples 
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Naples has ſome myſterious Dependence; 


but however, to this Employment our 


Old Friend and Acquaintance W. S, ad- 
viſes us, rather than to diſturb the World 
with Idle Wiſhes, and dangerous Endea- 
vours of doing any Good. For, although 
what I ſent you in my laſt, may poſſibly 
be moſt of it true, and might in the O- 
pinion of ſome Haſty Men be counted 
uſeful ; yet there be others of a. more 
wary and deliberate Judgment, that ſay 
it muſt not be true, neither ſhall it be 
true, becauſe there is an ancient and re- 
ceived Axiom amongſt Stateſmen; 7hat 
all things that are true, are not fit to be ſaid 
at all times ; the Anſwerer' to my firſt 
Letter moſt politically obſerves. | 
Now, Sir, this ſame Fr:exd of ours, 
does not tell me plainly, whether he 
expects to hear from me again ; and if 
he does, for my part, I know no more 
what to write, than he knows me. For 
his Love and Tenderneſs towards me is 
ſo very great, that it will ſuffer him to 
anſwer but to very little of my Letter (as 
you know, Sir, Friends, if they be dear 
indeed and indeed, are very loth to croſs, 
and contradict one another,) and there- 


- fore he troubles not himſelf much about 


_ that; 


EY 

that; but only he aſſigns me over to, God 
knows, how many further Aniwerers ; 
as, firſt of all, Iam to be quarrelld with 
by all the School-maſters of the Nation, 
for undervaluing the greatOrdinance-days 
of Humiliation and Repetition. Next of 
all I am to verſified upon particularly by 
the Weſtminſter Scholars ;. Wha are to per- 
ſecute me ſeverely with Poetical Squib3 
and Crackers. If theſe do not eftet the 
Buſineſs, then Cowley is to be raiſed from 
the Grave, on purpoſe to make a Pinda- 
rique upon me. After all this, the Cor- 
vocation is to meet, and have a Seſſion on 
purpoſe, to pick out one of a Nimble 
| Pen, and a Ready Wit, to recover the Re- 
putation of the meaner Clergy. But, if thele 
all fail, and ſhould not humble me, then 
by way of Pigeons and a Poſtſcript, he 
adviſes the Gentry of the Nation to raiſe 
all the Train'd Bands, and Country-Troops, 
to be in Arms againſt me ; and having 
well whetted their Swords, to make ſharp 
Thruſts at me, and to wound my Reputa- 
zzon, in order to the Redemption of their 
Cozen Helleu , who was carried Captive 
to a ſmall Yicarage. In ſhort, Sir, it is 
very plainly the Opinion of the Axſwerer, 
that if ſome body does not take me in 
| band, 
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hand, and (as he ſays, Pag. 22.) do no: 
" ſeek to leſſen the value of my Letter, and 
that very ſpeedily , the Church will cer- 
tainly be all ſunk by Michaelmas next, 
and the Szate will tumble after it in the 
following Spring. Bleſs me! think IT, 
what's the buſineſs : a Man cannot wiſh 
a few Honeſt and Innocent Wiſhes, bur 
that preſently he muſt be rhym'd on, con 
futed and fouzht ; but that he muſt be 
bound over to Weſtminſter Squibbers, hard 
Thrufters, and Reputation Wounders. And 
for what ? Only for endeavouring to 
procure the meaner ſort of the Clergy, 
a little more Money , and a few more 
Books. 

_ Bur, perhaps, Sir, there may be ſome- 
thing elſe ; we had beſt therefore look a 
| little into the Anſwerer, tor ſee where the 
Offences lie, and where we are likely to 
be quarrell'd ; for this Gentleman letting 
off the Gun very eaſily, fights bur very 
little himſelf, bur only ſets out the Ground, 
for the Battel ; and claps his Hands, and 
cries, Holioo, to the Armies that are 
drawing up. 

But before' that be done, I cannot bur 
take notice , that although our Frie:4, 
for old Acquaintance ſake (winch poſſibly 

Y might 
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might be begun at Padua ; for where 
elſe I ſhould be acquaintgd with W.S. I 
. cannot deviſe) in many Þlaces, is very 
prodigal of his ſweet Expreſſions to- 
wards me ; yet, I perceive, it is always 
done with a very wary prudent reſerve : 
For his Love and good Opinion of me, 
ſeldom hold above a Page together, if {o 
long. In one place of his Preface , he 
thinks him , whom he anſwers, a very 
honeſt Gentleman ; but in another Huff (ſays 
he ) We are as good Men as himſelf, and 
have reaſon to quarrel with the World, that 
we are not more -admired and honoured. For 
my . part, I began to call for my Whin- 
yard, being almoſt afraid rhat he would 
have drawn ; but all was over preſently 
again ; for, in-rhe next ſide, he falls into 
{uch a commendation of me, for joyning 
the Credit aud the Serviceableneſs of the . 
Clergy together, as if he would have fed 
me with nothing bur Sugar-Sops and ſoft 
Jellies; but yet , for all that, e're he 
cloſes up his Preface, he ſets my unwil- 
ling Teeth ro.the difficult Task of crack- 
ing Nuts. Nay, ſometimes his Aﬀection 
riſes, and falls, within Six Lines compaſs ; 
for in-the beginning of the firſt Page of 


his Anſwer, he ſeems ſomewhar timorous 
B and: 


[6] 
and doubtful : Either (ſays he) the Au- 
thor does truly bglieve , and affeitionately 
bewail, or doeFwery wainly, if not hypo- 
critically too,” enquire into the Grounds and 
Occaſions of the Contempt of the Clergy. 
But this trembling and jealous Fit was 
quickly over ; for the very next Line, 
he loves me like mad ; ſaying , that he 
- does readily believe (notwithſtanding the 
frequent drolling that might make ſome ſe- 
vere Men to doubt) that I am in good ear- 
neſt. When I had read theſe Words, 
doubtleſs, think T, now 'twill be a Match; 
and I may venture now ſurely to ſpeak 
for the great Cake. Bur alas, this Paſ- 
ſion call'd Love, is ſuch a Paſſion for 
changeableneſs ! for before I had made an 
end of thac Side, all was. Dough again, 
and he falls into another Qua/m, and 
doubts whether in many things 1 have ſaid 
well. | 
And thus, Sir, he carries me from Page 
to Page ; ſometimes he makes me rich in 
imagination, and as il[uſtrious as a Peer 
of the Realm ; but, by and by, he takes 
away all 'my Treaſure, and Credit (p.80.) 
gives me. an 2evitable choice of Fool or 
Knave. Some flattering, and half Friend 
would have only ſaid, as he does, _ 
A! 


- 0:7] : 
all the Gentry covet my. Company ; and 
that my Acquaintance lies withthe Learned 
Clergy only. Bur alas, Sir, he knew full 
well, that this might have huff'd , and 
quite {Poil'd ſuch an unfettled Temper 
25 mine ; and therefore he knew how to 
ſpend good words moderately, and how 
to put in.a daſh of Humiliation with 
Diſcretion. To keep company only with 
Worthies, and the Learned , 1s too fat- 
ning and Foggy ; it would in time in- 
roxicate, and breed Conceit, and bad Hu- 
mours ; and therefore my Friend knew 
very well, how healthful and ſeaſonable 
it would be. for my Conſtitution , ' to 
take ſometimes freſh Air, and to ſend 
me Abroad fo gather Briefs. The truth 
of it is, I muſt perfectly reſign up my 
ſelf to his Management; for whether I 
do or no, I perceive , he will diſpoſe of 
me according to his good Pleaſure: Some- 
times I am permitted to be in the right ; 
ſometimes I muſt be in the wrozg ; een 
according to the humour that he is in ; 
for once in ſo many Pages, ro keep me 
meek, it is convenient thar faulrs ſhould 
be found ; and then he applies both 
Eyes to the Book, and looks for them 


with all earneſtne(s and diligence : And 
B z indeed, 
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cauſe the New Teſtament refers to the Old. 


indeed, Sir, if I may ſo ſay without ſeem- 
ing conceited of my own undertaking ; 
the Anſwerer might as well have excepted 
againſt all the Book ; and to make ſhort 
of it, have pronounced it one entire and 
continued Lie from beginning to ending, 
with as much Reaſon, as to except againſt 
many of thoſe Places, which he has 
'pick'd out to confute : Which will more 
plainly appear by the choice of the Ob- 
jeQions , that' he has made againſt my 
Letter : For having molt carefully perus'd 
his Anſwer, I profeſs, Sir, to you, that 
in my Opinion, the moſt ſturdy ones 
which are to be found in his whole Book, 
are ſuch as follow ; viz 

. That there 7s ſomewhat 7 Homer, be- 
fides an Account of Achilles's Toes, and 
the Grzcians Boots. That take Two Lads, 
the one ſixteen, ' the other Fourteen Tears of 
Are ; heof Sixteen ſhall be wiſer, than he 
of Fourteen, Czteris paribus, z. e. as he 
explains himſelf, 7f at Fourteen, the afore- 
faid Sixteen Lad hapned to be as wiſe as 
the other is now. That every Gentleman 
that keeps a Chaplain, - has not a Cozen A- 
bigail to wait upon his Lady. That it is 
lawful to take a Preface from Adam, be- 
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That there is a Neighbouring Miniſter of 
kis, that has above Five Hundred Sermons 
by him ; and having lately very well look'd 
over the ſame, finds not one of them fo be 
gin with an ingenious Pifture. That it is 
very allowable to ſhred into a Sermon good. 
fore of Latin and Greek (at leaſt Latin) 
though it be in a Country Pariſh ; becauſe 
oid Mr. Dod uſes fo ſay, ſo much Latin, 
fo much Fleſh. That it is a great joy and 
refreſhment to a Miniſters own Underſband- 
ing, to quote ſeveral Languages, though no 
body underſtands them but himſelf. That 
tho it ſhould be admitted, that for the 
moſt part, in a Countrey Village Latin might 
be ſpared ; yet if it be out of $. Auſtin, it 
is very uſeful, tho no Creature in the Pariſh 
underſtands one tittle of it ; becauſe izno- 
rant People are not 'to be zmpoſed Upon. 


Laſtly, That thoſe litile Sentences, VIZ. As | 


it were, if I may ſo ſay ; and, with reve- 
rence be it ſpoken, are very mollifying Sex- 
tences ; and may with as much reaſon be 
uſed, as 1 ita loqui liceat, or detur verbo 
venia. 

Theſe, Sir, as far as I can perceive, 
are the moſt knocking and deſtroying Ob- 
jetions againſt my Book. As for the reſt, 


he either moſt plainly, and groſly mi- 
B 3 - {takes 
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ſtakes me ; or elſe he tries to do it, bur 
fays the fame rhat I do (only he does , 
not know of ir) when he thinks he con- 

_ tradicts me : All which will appear after- 
wards in their due Places; for I would 
willingly be as careful to obſerve his 
Method, as he has been induſtrious to 
miſtake my Meaning. | 
The firſt thing wherein I am ſo ſhame- 
fully and horribly out, is, that 7 have not 

ſufficiently reckoned np the Grounds and Oc- 

cafions of the Contempt of the Clergy. For 
that I having referred all to Ignorance and 
Poverty, I have, ſays he, (p. 5, &c.) moſt 
careleſly left out the Papiſts, Jeſuits, Qua- 
kers, Nonconformiſts ; and (by his leave) 
he has forgot one , as well as I forgot 
the reſt, and that is, the Draining of the 
Fens ; there being a near relation between 
Atheiſm and the Contempt of the Cler- 
Zy. Butno Man can think of all things 
at Once. 
Well ; and do you think, Sir, that 
our old Friend is in good earneſt, or 
does he dro// > Does he in his Conſcience 
believe that the Papifs do flight and un- 
| dervalue our C/erzy 2 Do they lay their 
| Plots and Stratagems to make us daily 
more and more deſpiſed 2 and does he 


k 
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think that they are really at the very bot- 
tom of their Hearts, Adverſaries and E- 
nemies to the Church of Ergland > Well, 
ſuppoſe they be, What would he have me 
do in this caſe 2 Muſt I fer fail preſently 
for Rome, or diſpatch a Letter forthwith 
to the Pope, deſiring him out of all love 
xo tie up all his Prie/ts and Feſuzts,and not 
ſuffer any one of them to croſs our Seas : 
And furthermore , to let his Holineſs 
know, that in good truth he does not do 
at all like a Gentleman, to let his Agents, 
and Emiſſaries ramble up and down with 


Swords, and long Perukes, and other fa- 


ſhionable Niſguiles ; inveagling thoſe_of 
our Church, and ſearching up and down 
in unknown Habits, for ſome of the 
leaſt Learned of our Clergy, puzling 
them with Sophiſms, and making their 
Triumphs over them 2 Do you nor think 
Sir, that he would liſten to this, as he did 
to the Qyaker that went over to Convert 
him? Surely the Arſwercr cannot be {a 
ignorant of the Remiſh Church, and Con- 
ſtitutions, as not to ſee, that fo long as 
the Pope believes himſelf Supream and 
Tyfallible, or (which is all one ) endea- 
vours to carry on the Humour of being ' 
thought, and believed {© to be ; ſo long 
. B 4 as - 
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as the Proteſtants ſtand in their Opinion 
for Schiſmatics:; and - they believe , or 
at leaſt ſay they do, that there is no Sal- 
vation out of -their, olvn Church ; ſo long 
as they think themſelves obliged, or pre- 
tend ro think, that they ought to uſe all 
Arts and Means, to reſtore all again to 
themſelves, and to fruſtrate all the In- 
tents of the Reformation : Laſtly , fo 
long as they think themſelves Judges, or 
will judge what means are molt likely to 
be effectual to bring about their Deſigns, 
ſhall we imagine that they will beg our 
leave to comb their Perukes, before they 
come out of their Dreſſzug-Room ? or that 
they will take our Advice what Street 
they ſhall walk in ; what Company they 
ſhall keep, and whom they ſhall diſpute 
with 2 Now, Sir, becauſe I thought it 
next to impoſſible, to hinder altogether 
their contriving our Contempt, (it being 
in a manner in the Body of their Relij- 
gion ſo to do) as alſo, that there be ſe- 
veral wiſe and wholſom Statutes of this 
Realm, with all Care and Prudence at 
firſt made, and ſince often renewed (and ... 
now lately inforc'd .by ſtrict Proclama- 
tion) to prevent their bad intentions to- 
wards us, and to defeat, as much as - 

C, 
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be, their Plots againſt us; if the 4- 
ſwerer would but have confidered of theſe 
things, and had he but had 'that ſame 
gratifying Maſter of his, who uſed as he 
ſays, ſo to open his Under$tanding in the 
caſe of Juvenal and Florus ;- perhaps, he 
might begin to gueſs why I did not par- 
ticularly infiſt upon the Pap/ts, as great 
Occaſions of the Contempt of our Cler- 
gy, bur left them, and many ſuch things, 
to be treared of by him : In doing of 
which (alrhough I am not apt to boaſt of 
good Works) I did very friendly, for 
had I not left 'T'wo or Three ſuch things 
untouch'd, he would have been hard put 
to it (as far as I perceive) to have found 
Furniture for his A»ſwer. 

But yet for all that, if I were highly 
pleaſed with my own Model ; and were re- 
ſolved to hale, and fetch in allto my two 
choſen words of {gzorance and Poverty, 
and ſtifly to defend the ſame ; I could - 
then, Sir for a need, tell him, -that man 
have been tempred to turn Catholicks (as 
they call them) for want of Preferment ; 
and many have been abuſed and flighted 
by them, and brought themſelves and o- 
thers of their Profeſſion, into Contempr, 
tor want of Knowledge.  _ 

Now, 
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Now, though. I never expected, thar 
all the Clergy. of Eng/and ſhould be ſo 
ſubtile in Logick, ſo cunning at untwiſting 
a Complex Theme, ſo experimentally skill'd 
in SubjeF and Predicate, ſo accurate at 
orming a Verb, and at hunting out an Ety=- 
mology to the firſt Original (as I perceive 
the Anſwerer is, by what he ſo earneſtly 
recommends in ſeveral places) but that 
here and there one in a Country might 
poſſibly be worſted by a keen and pinch- 
ing Feſuite, yet certainly, if the Clergy 
in general were better furniſhed with all 
ſorts and advantages of Learning , it 
would be more difficult for thoſe diligent 
Enemies of ours, to meet with ſo frequent 
opportunities of Victory and Conquelt : 
And thereby, you know, Sir, the Grounds 
and Occaſions of the Contempt of the 
Clergy would be much leſſened, though 
not altogether removed : For I hope, 
that no body counts me ſo extravagant- 
ly mad, and doting, as to think thar I 
ll believe, that it might poſſibly be 
ſo contrivd , that there ſhould not be 
' any living Creature in Orders in the 
whole Land, but ſhould be ſo Rich and 
Learned, as that he ſhouid never tempt 
any Man to diſ-eſteem him ; or that he 
4 | ſhould 


— 
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ſhould behave himſelf ſo worthily, and 
diſcreetly, that it were impoſſible for the 
vileſt- Raskal , Yarlet, or Infidel in the 
World, not to reſpet him, and attend 
' to his Dodqtrine ; (which is a thing that 
the Anſwerer has a great mind that | 
ſhould {ay, becauſe he can contradict it) 
ſceing that I had ſeveral times in my Let- 
ter, as allo in the Preface, that I would 
propound nothing, as near as I could, but 
what was hopeful and praFicable. Which 
thing, if he had been ar leiſure to have 
minded, he need not then have held up 
his Hands ſo high, and repeat it Ten or 
Twelve times with {uch wonderment , 
that I ſhould refer all ro Poverty and 77- 
BOYAUce. 

I am very loth, Sir, to go about to 
abaſe the Anſwerer's prizing himſelf, for 
diſcovering {ſo many other ſeveral occa- 
fions of rhe Contempt of the Clergy , 
beſides thoſe which I mentioned : Bur I 
perceive he feems mightily concern'd Cas 
you know , Sir, one Friend cannot but 
be for another ) that I ſhould be ſo la- 
mentably miſtaken, as to fay, that what- 
ever leſſens the value of the Clergy, or ren- 
ders it lefs ſerviceable to the World, than 


might be reaſonably hoped, may be all re- 
IP ferred 
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ferred toTgnorance and Poverty. For, fays 
he, p. 7. The Occaftons of the Contempt 
of the Clergy are not only (on our part) 
Ignorance and Poverty. ' Again. þ. 18. Toy 
had ſaid enough, ſays he, if our Innorance 
and Poverty had been only ſome, or the 
main of thoſe things that leſſen - our value, 
and not the only things. And p. 22. Where- 
fore again, ſomewhat elſe is ſometimes the 
occaſion of the Contempt of the Clergy. And 
pr 23. 1 wiſh, ſays he, you had not ſaid, 
Whatever leſſen the value , &c. —— So 
that I- perceive, if I had ſaid that Pover- 
ty and [gnorance had been ſome of the 
Cauſes, or the main, or chief occaſion, 
or the like, it had paſſed well enough ; 
(1 might poſſibly have had the Gentle- 
mans Daughter ;) but to ſay they are 
the only ; that there is mothing befides ; 
to put in that ſtabbing Word Whatever, 
ir was an unkind , and wrfriendly Ex- 
preſſion: | 
Truly, Sir, you know pretty well my 
temper; and, I believe, would vouch for 
me, that I had no malice in my heart, 
when I ſaid Whatever : But I much 
wonder that the A4»fwerer, who did fo 
often, and folicitouſly with, that that ſame 
offenſive word Whatcv:r had been left 
our, 


: 
f 
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out, ſhould overlook theſe other. that axe 
in the ſame Sentence ; viz. than might be 
reaſonably hoped ; 'or if he did not, what 
did he think they meant ? he may believe 
me, that thoſe words were-not put in by 


chance, and (being ſlow to confeſs) now 


made uſe of to deliver me from. a. dread- 
ful Miſtake: But I intended thereby ro 
fignifie two things; firſt, Thar I would 
enquire into ſuch cauſes, and grounds, 
as might be reaſonable, and proper-; for 
me to enquire into ; and nor into. ſach 
things, as were already taken care of by 
the Laws of the Realm, or Canons, and 
Conſtitutions of our Church , as was .be- 
fore hinted. And had we an A of Par- 


lament, that were in as good force, a- 


gainſt the Poverty of the Clergy, .C which 
a worthy, and very learned Au- ' 
thor .in a_ late Treatiſe tells us, | ZH. Th. 
might be ſo ordered, as it might. - 

not be very grievous 'to. the Subjef ) as 


againſt rhe Foreign and Domeſtic Ene- 


mies of -the Church ;. I had left our that 


as well asrhoſe many other Cauſes, which 


the A»ſwerer thinks fir ro mention :. But 
indeed, as to that oil:iur buſineſs of want 


of Learning, that would {carce be eafily 


remedied 
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remedied by a Yote of the Zouſe, except 
it were extraordinarily f«//. 

Another thing that I intended by thoſe 
' Words, was, that I would meddle with 
nothing but what was almoſt Impoſſible 
to be wholly avoided ; and therefore ar 
that time, I did not think it convenient 
- (though perhaps afterwards I may) to 
tell the People, that there are a great 
many very wicked ones in the World, and 
always will be. Such I mean, who de- 
fying Heaven, and even God himſelf; it 
is no wonder that they. are not ſparing 
to a Clergy-man ; although he has a very 
large Parſonage, and although he has all 
thoſe ſame Books, that the Anſwerer lays 
(p. 46.) he has heard of : nay, though 
he be one of his Neizhbouring Do@ors , 
with his rat/zzg Coach : For we have 
thoſe that can car/e and ſwear, as loud as 
that can rattle and rumble, let the Road 
be never ſo uneven, and the Coach-marn 
drive never ſo hard ; and ſo they will, fo 
long as they give themſelves up to the 
Devil. Burt I thought it not fir to write 
a Letter to Zim , to chain up his bufie 
Spirits of Darkneſs ; from intermedling 
with Afairs on Earth; nor to inſert him 


for one Ground or Occaſion of the Con- 
temp? 
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tempt of the Clergy. But this, I think; 
may conveniently be ſaid, that whatever 
number we have of thoſe that are Deſpi- 
ſers, not only of the Clergy, but of all 
that is good ; and that were I to write 
my firſt Letter again , I cannot (by the 
bleſſing of God) think of. any more pro- 
per wayy either to recover them from per- 
petual ruin, or to abate their infefting 
of others , than with all earneſtneſs to 
wiſh that there might be daily additions 


\ of ſuch to our Worthy Clergy, whoſe 


Counſel, Value and Example might win 
them by degrees into ſome Senſe of Reli- 
g/on, and better Opinion of thoſe that 
are more peculiarly the Maintainers of the 
fame. 

I know there be ſome, who having a 
great Mind to diſlike ſomething or 0- 
ther , think they have made a conſide- 
rable Obje&tion againſt what I writ be- 
fore, by ſaying, That I was very filent 
as to the carriage and converſation of the 
Clergy ; which may be partly true, and 
yer no great omiſſion ; becauſe I thought 
with -my ſelf, that if there were any want 
of Advice and Exhortation to the Clergy, 
it might be more proper to be performed 
by ſuch-as had Authority over them, and 

; poWer 
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power to mind them of Fecclefraſtical Cen- 
ſures : But, for my part', 1 know very 
little Service that I could do in that kind, 
unleſs I ſhould have rid up. and down 
the Country, and turned . Parrettor, or 
Irformer ; and fo bring in a Ro/ of ſuch 
as are idle and negligent; in "their . Pro- 
 feſſion : , An -Employment, I muſt con- 
feis, that I do nor much - approve of, 
but. ſhall leave ic to the Ready and 
Liſtning. Nonconformiſts ; whole ill Will 
ro- the preſent Eſtabliſhment of - the 
Charch,..would make them very glad of 
rhe Office : and, I am confident, they 
would . bring in a very fine Bill ſince 
St. Bartholomew the Famous, if they 
were but entruſted with the contriving 
of it. 
And perhaps , this may in part fatiſ- 
fie what the Anſwerer thought he ſaid 
againſt.me (p. 10.) viz. That [ztegri- 
ty, together with Learning, and an E- 
ſtate, 1s more conſiderable than either 
of thenz, or both rogether. Yes, truly 
harm it 1s, by aboye Ten in the Hun- 
cred : Bur yet for ali that, he need not 
to think, that ſuppoſing the great 77thes 
#10uid be. beſtowed upon a Yicar, that 
he H0wid preſently fail to breaking - 
| rne 
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the Commandments, and ſaying the Creed 
backward ; for that is, or at leaſt muſt 
be his meaning, if he intended to gain- 
ſay what I had written ; that is, that 
| Learning, and a good convenient E- 
ſtate, are of none, or very ſmall ac- 
count and uſe in a C/ergy-MHan; if there 
be but zntegrity of Life, and good Con- 
verſation : Which , I ſay, I think is not 
extraordinary true : For take this ſame 
Integrity, that has but /irtle Money, and 
very few Books , and give this Integrity 
a good Library , - and the knowledge 
thereof, and an Hundred Pounds a 
Year ; and if this 7ategrity be not more 
conſiderable, and do more good in the 
World, than Poor, Naked and Un- 
learned 7ntegrity , T never ſaw the like 
of it ; eſpecially in a Clergy-Man, who 
you know Sir , ſince Miracles are cea- 
ſed , are ſuppoled to come to a better 
knowledge of the Mind of God, and 
better able to diſcover the ſame ta 
the People that are committed to their 
Care, by dedicating themſelves , and 
their Time, to that Deſign and Ser 
Vice. 


C It 
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fc is juſt ro as much purpoſe, and as 
much againſt me, when the Anſwerer 
ſays on in the ſame Page, viz. Thar 
very Rich, and very Learned Clergy- 
Men , have been deſpiſed ; witneſs the 
Biſhops in the late Times. Yes, truly, 
I muſt needs grant an old Friend of 
mine, that taking away all their E- 
ftates, the Arch-Biſhop's Head, and put- 
ting many of them in Przſor, are no- 
tabic Sigrs of their being deſpiſed : And 
he may remember alſo,. what the fame 
de/riſing Raſcals did ro our Soveraign , 
he King; and what would he infer 
from thence > If any thing as all, ir 
mult be, that Riches and Anowledze are 
alrogether as uſeleſs, and as ſubject to 
Contempt, as Poverty and Hpnorance : 
If he pleaſe, he may ſo infer ; bur when 
he has done, he will ſcarce be able to 
hice Two in a Corry to believe him, 
. unleſs they be very ſpecial and inward 
Frientts. 

Burt of all Stratagems that he makes 
uſe of to ſhew how vain and ſucceſs- 
tefs all. my Endeavours were likely to 
be ; that certainly argues the moſt of 
cloſe and thick thinking, which he lucks 
upon ( p. 12.) Nay, ſays he, I will ven- 
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ture further a lictle to make it. appear 
( and indeed if there were ever Venture 
made, this was one) that 7gnorance aud 
Poverty are not the ouly grounds of Con- 
tempt ; for ſom? Clergy-Men are as much 
flizhted for their great Learning, as others 
are for their Ignorance. Now, although 
he fays in his Preface, that he would not 
mach boaſt of convincing the World , how 
much I was miftaken in what T undertook ; 
yet, I am confident of it, rhar this Con- 
trivance of his, did inwardly as much res 
joyce the Cockles of his Heart , as he 
phanſies, that what I writ did ſometimes 
much tickle my Spleen. But wherein, T 
pray, Sir, are they ſlighted 2 O, fays he, 
in their Preaching ; a Learned-Scholar- 
Preacher can neither keep the P cople a= 
wake , nor make them write after him ; 
whereas a plain right-down, leſs Learned 
Divine, fhall make them ſtare and Fart 
azain ; {o would an honeſt Block-Rzver 
with his Beetle, heartily calling at the 
Church-Door , once in Five or Six Mi- 
nutes, as well as the moſt Ecclefraſtical 
Fiſt powerfully exerciſing upon Edifying 
Wainſcot. e 
Bur does he think, Sir, that /gzorance 
will out-Preach Learning ? He js to re- 
C2 meinber 
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member, that into want of £Zearning, | 
put alſo Iediſcretion, and want of the 
uſe of Learning ; and alſo conſideration 
of the capacity of the Auditors ; and 
there be many other things belides 
Greek and Latin, hard Words, and ſome 
Myſterious Points, which to preach to 
Common People, you had as good give 
them a Le&ure about Squaring the Circle: 
And therefore he did not hear me fay, 
that the greateſt Meer-Scholar, is always 
either the moſt admired Preacher , or 
really does the moſt good, becauſe many 
other Circumſtances are required , up- 
on which , the Fame and Succeſs of a 
Preacher does ſometimes depend : Bur 
yer, thus far I durſt venture to ſay (ſce- 
ing that we are got upon the Yenturing 
Pin) that he that underſtands the ZZoly 
Scriptures beſt, and therein the Mind of 
God explained ; (under which, I compre- 
head all Learning requiſite for the ſame) 
he allo that has the Command of true 
and uteful Rherorick ; diſcerning what 
Words are molt proper and intelligible ; 
and how they are ſo to be ordered, as 
they ſhall not make either any harſh 
and unpleaſant noiſe, nor be difficultly 


underſtood ; and that has beſides an au- 
dible 
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dible and graceful Voice, a comely and 
unblameable Geſture ; if this Man thus 
accompliſh'd, be not: more reſpected , 
and likely to do more good in general, 
than he that wants all, or has bur 
ſome few of theſe, then it is a moſt 
raſh and idle thing, to wiſh the very 
meanelſt we have of the Clergy, to have 
had the opportunities of any better im- 
provement. 

Bur, O, the /anftified poſtures, the 
familiar and condeſcendins Similitudes, 
and the Zn/tnuating and melting Voice | 
I hope, Sir, they do not reſolve to 
muzzle my Clergy-man , or think that 1 
intended only a mute Divine ; one that 
ſhould only frown, and forehead his Pari- 
ſhioners into a Godly Life, inſtead of 
prudently reproving them; and ſaying 
nothing to the purpoſe, ſhould only chear 
up the people, with drawing up his 
Chaps into a pleaſant Smile, when the 
Uſe of Comfort is ready to come . Of 
which Religious Face-makers, we had a 
great plenty in the late zealous 7imes ; 
thoſe, I mean, that uſe ro turn up the 
Glaſs, and ſpend a quarter of it, in rock- 
ing of themſelves intoa {till fir of Prayer, 


and then breaking out into a ſudden 
G3 fright 
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fright of Devotion, as if- they were rifeh 
from the dead. We are ( thanks be to 
God ) paſt thoſe days, when the Palpj- 
zeers ule to {trip and tru(s themſclves , as 
if they were to thew fome ſpiritnal tum- 
bling; and ſo having hung up their Cloaks, 
and put back their Hair behind their 
Fars, ſometimes they were for bendinp 
backwards, as if they would take up a 
Shilling in their Eye-lids ; fometimcs 
again for ſtretching upon the Cuſhion, 
as if they would turn over their heads, 
and ſhew you the double Summer ſet ; 
but thea, if there came to be any extraor- 
dinary Shew, and the Occaſion did rc- 

uire any tranſcendent Feats of Activity, 
and grear Agility of Body, fuch as a pab- 
lick Thank:grving, or a Solemu Day of 
Humiliation ; fuch a time called only for 
cloſe Drawers, and the Breeches were to 
- be left ar home, becauſe they were great 
dampers of the power of the Spirit, and 
a vaſt hindrance to the efficacious carrying 
on the Work of the Day , and the imme- 
diately ſucceeding Tax: Then it was that 
Godlineſs chiefly conſiſted in the ma- 
 nagement of the Eye ; and he that had 
the leaſt Pupil, was the moſt righteous ; 
becauſe moſt ecafily conceaked by the 
rowling 


[ 27 } 
_ rowling white. Thenit was, that they 
would icarce let a round fac'd man go to 
Heaven , bur if he had but a little Blood 
in his Checks, his condition was counted 
very dangerous; and it was almoſt an 
infallible Sign of abſolute reprobation : 
And I will a{lure you, Sir, a very honeſt 
man of a Sanguine Complexioy, it he 
chanc'd to come nigh an officious Zealor's 
Houſe, might be ſet in the Srocks, only 
for looking fre/þ in a froſty morning ; 
and yer, for all that, theſe pale and world- 
renouncing Sazzts, ſhoyld1lily lick up all 
the Sweet-meats of a {mall Pariſh, and 
religiouſly ſuck down a Pint or two 
of Malaga, andthen deſpiſe the Creature, 
unleſs taken with moderation. 

What the Anſwerer meant, in ſaying 
chat an 'unlearned Preacher had many 
ways to keep people awake, and tomake 
them as buſie with their Pens, as the 
Clerks axe in their Chancery Office ; where- 
2s aman of Reaſon, and true Eloquence 
ſhould not fo much as draw forth one 
Sigh, Tear, or drop of Ink, Ido not un- 
derſtand ; tor, for my part, I ſee nothing 
to thecomrary, but that a Perion of good 
Education and Diſcretion ( if he did ) 
not think ir uſeleſs and phantaſtical ) may 
: Kol hollow 
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hellow as loud, as the moſt illiterate of 
all; for, Sir, if you remember, care 
. was taken, that ſuch as were deſigned 
for the Miniſtry, ſhould have, not only 
all their outward Limbs, but alſo good, 
ftrong, and laſting Entrails ; which, you 
know, Sir, if the Mouth does but open, 
and things be but a little ordered, will 
make moiſe enough. If indeed People 
were to be be/ow'd or blown to heaven, 
then certainly their FHerdſman with his 
Horn, might ſave more People of the 
Pariſh, than the Miniſter, though he 
{plirs his Throat ; and I deny nor, bur 
that a man may be ſcar'd by a whole Can- 
20n, or a Crack of Thunder, but ſcarce 
into a good Life that will hold and con- 
tinue ; and although to the late famous 
Triers, it was an approved of Sign of 
Converſion, to have been in a great Storm, 
or Tempeſt, and to have been a little 
frighted or affected therewith; yer I cannot 
forbear to ſay, that that perſon, who has 
been kept awake by a meer hideous noiſe, 
and ſuch a frenuous Voice that will not 
{o much as let the poor Fackdaws reſt 
quictly upon the Szeepe: when he gets 
but once out of that jarring Din, he may 
preſertly fail aſleep, and as well try to 

| medi- 
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meditate upon a Sound of Trumpets, as 
any thing that he remembers towards the 
amendment of his life. 

I did partly, Sir, promiſe to obſerve 
the Anſwerer's Method ; but I am afraid 
I ſhall not be altogether ſo good as my 
word ; and if I fail, I fuppoſe it is no 
great matter; for I do not perceive that 
the cloſeneſs of his Siege is ſuch, as ' 
ſhould ſtrictly require any ſuch thing ; 
theretore before I procced any further, 
as he tells me p. 5. that he has no reaſon 
#0 thank me, that I ſhould take notice of no 
other Occaſions of the Contempt of the Cler- 
gy, but Ignorance and Poverty; \o, TI am 
{ure I have very little reaſon to thank him, 
for trying to make people believe, that 
I ſhould ſay, that whatever Djſgrace or 
Contempt did lie upon any of the Clergy, 
it was altogether their own Faults ; to 
which purpoſe, I am confident, he ſpeaks 
nigh twenty times in his Book. By two 
or three places, Sir, you may guels at 
his meaning in the reſt, p. 6. he ſays, Z 
do almoſt inſult over the Poverty of the - 
Clergy ; and that I do in a manner excuſe 
the Laity for deſpiſing the Clergy ; and þ. 
18. he wonders at me for thinking that 
the Clergy is wholly acceſſary to their own 


ſhame ; 
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ſhame » whereas it is oft times their Misfors 
tune, 2s he ſays, p. 23. and the' matter 
had not been much, if he would have 
been content, to have been miſtaken all 
alone by himſelf, but he muſt draw in the 
Countrey Gentlemen, and icandalize them ; 
and ſ{er-them to make a groundleſs and 
ſenſeleſs Speech, from what he pretends 
they ſhould find in my Book ; ſaying, 
Look you here, Parſon, have you ſeen this 
Book ? here 7s one that has made it as plain 
as the Sun, that you are a company of dull 
Block-heads, and that the reaſon that you: 
are uo more reſpetted, is all your own fault ; 
and ſo you may &'en fink in your own ſorrows, 
there is no body likely to pity you. 

Surely, Sir, the A»ſwerer has got my 
Book purpoſely Printed for his own m#- 
faking ; For, I can find no ſuch thing at 
all in mine, namely, that a/ the diſcredit, 
or calamity that falls upon any of the Clergy 
is wholly, and altogether occaſioned by them- 
ſelves. Butthe contrary find almoſt every 
page : as {uppoſe a Lad ſhould be impo- 
{ed upon, and made believe he is fat for 
the Zniver/ity ; and thereupon ſhould be 
preſently ſent away with Cato, Corderzus, 
and 7extor's Epithites, for Gunpowder- 
 ftreaſen ; and with Mimy des 6g — and 
perhaps 
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perhaps the beginning of the next verſe,{o 
fitted ro his tongue, that it is ready to 
ſtart our of his mouth at the firſt ſigar of 
the Zheatre, or Kings Colledge Chappel : 
and {uppoſe when he comes there, that 
his parts are ſuch, that the Myfes come 
upon him but very ſlowly, or that he 
cares not much for their further acquain- 
tance ; having been {ſufficiently bang 'd out 
of all love to them at School _ already: 
or, {uppole he having a mind' to ſtudy, 
has neither 77me, Books, nor Money to 
purchaſe them; but muſt go to the 
Stationers, to look whar's the Engliſh of 
a word : and thar his friends bcing either 
not willing, or not able to maintain him 
there above five. or fix months, he goes 
and ſeeks his fortune ; and ſo as it is in 
the Fable, he skips into the poud, in hopes 
of a fieck of Sheep ; bur ſo it falls out, 
chat he never arrives to the preferment of 
above twenty pounds a year ; whereupon, 
Sir, upon theſe and the like occaſions, it 
ſo happens that ſuch an one poſlibly 
proves not very {erviceable to the Church, 
nor much eſteemed by the people : Now 
can any one in the world, beſides the 
Anſwerer, be {o mad as to think, that I 
who had reckoned - up theſe, and many 


{uch 


bk 3 
ſuch occaſions of the contempt of the 
Clergy, and finding thereupon, here and 
therc a perſon in orders not ſo honoured 
and uſeful, as might be wiſhed ; ſhould 
preſently bid him (or tempt others, by 
what I ſay, todo it ) go hang, damn, or 
bary himſelf alive; go fink, drown, or die 
ina ditch like a dog : he may &en thank 
himſelf ; it was perfeFly his own fault : a - 
great lazy lubber, that might have had a 
Living of fix or ſevenſcore pounds a year ; 
and he muſt be modeſt, and go puling into 
a private corner with one of ſixteen ; an 
zdle and unambitious Coxcomb, that might 
have had his Barns topt full of Corn, be- 

fides two great ſlacks in the Tard; and 
when he ſhould be gathering in his refreſhing 
Harveſt, for him to be counting up his few 

zn-coming eggs ; or ſcrambling with the poor 
Pigg for Plums under the Damſin tree - 
an ill contriviug Raſcal, that in his younger 
years ſhould chooſe to Ing the bag and the 
Aittle a mile or two to School : and to bring 
home only a ſmall bit of Greek or Latin 
moft magiſterially conSt?ued; and would not 
enter himſelf into one of the great Schools 
of the Land, where he- might have recei- 
ved his belly full of knowledgein full char- 
gers ; and afterward \having five or ten 


pounds 
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pounds a year plentifully allowed him by his 
friends, ſhould forſake the Univerſity, and 
the Advantages thereof, and go ſneaking 
into the Country, and ſpend the prime of 
his years with a company of jmall Grammar- 
Singers : a careleſs and improvident wretch, 
that ſhould be ſo overſeen, as to be deſcend- 
ed of ſuch an humourſom and phlegmatic 
Father, who was ſo ſurly, and dull as to 
beſtow upon him neither Eſtate nor Parts ; 
or that ſhould be ſo inconfiderate aud undiſ- 
cerning as that he ſhould ſuffer himſelf tobe 
begotten of ſuch mean and ordinary Pa- 
rents : whereas there be ſo many fine and tall * 
Gentle: folks in the world, that could have 
given or procured him preſent preferment : 
away miſerable and low contented mortal ! 
Weep on, and die ! finking in your own 
forrows, and in your own contrived mi- 
ſeries ; for you are likely to have no help, 
pity or reſpet from us. 

Aftcr this rate, Sir, he diſcredits the 
Country-Gentry, in that Speech , which 
he makes for them ; as if he could find 
any one creature in the whole Nation 
(that ever ſaw my Book ) beſides himſelf, 
{o egregiouſly weak, as to miſtake me fo 
grofly as he repreſents them to do. 


Neither, 
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Neither, Sir, would it fatisfie the 4 
fwerer to endeavour to make people believe 
thar it was my opinion, that whatever 
difeſteem any of the Clergy did lie under, 
was perfettly occafion'd by their own choice, 
and wholly to be attributed to their own neg- 
tet, and impruderce , but he muſt needs 
go abour to draw me in, to undervalue the 
whole Clergy of the Land : which he has 
as much reafon to hope to do ( from any 
thing thar I faid) as to.try to perfwade 
me, thar I promiſed in my firſt Lezzer, zo 
cut my own Throat ; and for that purpoſe, 
he has fo ordered the buſineſs, rhar in 
the Mercurius Librarius, to the end of 
the 7:zle of his Anſwer, theſe words are 
added, viz. Wherein is contained a ſober 
Findication of the Clergy of England from 
the imputation of Fully and Ignorance. Now, 
Sir, although I did not ſpend much time 
in contriving a {et commendation of our 
wife and honourable Clergy ; yer in ſeve- 
ral Places I faid fo much, and acknow- 
> it fo far, that I thought that no 
ody, thar would bur at all atrend to 
whar I writ, and were not very humour- 
| fome and peeviſh beſides, could poſlibly 
miſtake my Meaning ; my Deſign being 
not to make a needleſs and ſolemn Com- 
| memoration 
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memoration of the Learning and Wif- 
dom of our Clergy { which the whole 
World has always admired , and have 
reaſon ſtill to do, and our Adverſaries to 
dread) bur fHll to encreaſe the number 
of our Admirers , and that we may be- 
come a greater terrour to the Enemzes of 
our Church, Neither , Sir, was I alto- 
gerher ignorant, how much the ordinary 
fort of our Eng/ifſhClergy do far excel in 
Learning , the common Prieſts of the 
Church of Rome. Bur , Sir, as I told 
you in my laſt, as there were very good . 
Reaſons (ever fince /rfal/ibility, and the 
teveral Arts thereunto belonging , was 
hid a{ide) for which it might be conye- 
nient that our Common Clergy ſhould be 
richer than theirs : So for the ſame Rea- 
ſons, it mighr be requiſite ( or at leaft 
-yery defireable ) that it ſhould be more 
Learned ; but for all this, Sir, the An 
ſwerer taking no great delight in under- 
ſtanding what I meant, on he goes, p.25. 
molt hiſtorically ſhewing, that the Engliſh 
Clergy, ſince the beginning of Quecn E- 
 lizaberh's Reign, is mnc# zmprovet/ ; 
the Reaſon is, becauſe they can now Preach 
much better, than the Fiigh*Sheriff could 
then : Whom I muſt grant ro be a moſt 
admirable 


( 36 ] 
admirable. Preacher , if his Phanfie, and 
Biskets held out good to the end of his 
Sermon; to Which, were it worth the 
while to reply, it might be ſaid, rhar ſup- 
poſing the Clergy be ſomewhat improved 
fince thoſe Days he ſpeaks of ; and that 
the reſt of the World ſtood ſtaring {till 
at the ſame low degree of Underſtand- 
ing, then a Clergy-Man, although but a 
little amended in his Judgment, and ex- 
celling thoſe of former times, would be 
much valued and reſpe&ted. Bur ſup- 
poſe the Lazty have an odd kind of Phan- 
fie-to inquire, to improve, and in their 
way and proportion, to grow in Know- 
ledge alſo ; then a little improvement in 
the Clerzy will not poſſibly be ſo huge- 
ly wondered at, as the Anſwerer expects 
it ſhould be, unleſs he could procure an 
Ocder to have all that are now living in 
the World , to be preſently knock'd on 
the Head, and to ferch from the Grave 
the Zigh-Sheriff, and his ignorant Hal- 
berteers, to admire the growth and in- 
creaſe of Learning, that is now to be 
found in the preſent Clergy. But for my 
part, I muſt confeſs, I know no reaſon to 
deny, that the Clergy of the Land does 
daily conſiderably improve ; bur is 

| 0 
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do not perceive where the Murder, Witchs 
craft,or the Jeſuitiſme of the buſineſs lies, 
cither in wiſhing that they may ſtill pro= 
cecd ; or in gueſling why they go on no 
faſter. | _ 

[ believe, Sir, you are ſufficiently 
tired with reading the ſmall devices, that 
'the Anſwerer makes uſe of to defeat rhe 
deſign of my Book, and the hard ſhifts 
chat he is ſometimes put to, to contrive 
but a conſciouable Miſtake ; but when his 
parts: grow low, and his Invention flags, 
then he is for ſeeking out for one of my 
own ſuppoſed Ozjed#zons ( and preſently 
ſhutting rhe Book, leſt he ſhould read any 
of the Anſwer) he ſpends his time in pa- 
raphraſing upon that. How often, Sir, 
he falls into this humour, it would coſt 
the Reader near ſix pence to know. 1 
ſhall giveyou therefore at preſent, Sir, 
bur one inſtance of it: About the begin- 
ning of p. 32. he wonders at me very 
much for ſeeming to ſay, that the wor? of 
all Scholars are pick'd out for Divinity. 
For, ſays he, 1s it not a ſtrange thing, that. 
they who have diverted to other Studies , 
ſhould for a great part, prove excellent in 
their kind, able Lawyers, expert Phyſicians, 
&c. yet they only who ſettle to Divinity, 

7 ſhould 
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ſhould for the moſ> part prove otherwiſe : 
Yes truly, it is a very ſtrange thing; 
and I believe thelike was icarce ever heard 
of ; eſpecially by an Azſwerer, who will 
neither read, nor guels tollerably : For, 
if he had but taken that ſame proſpettive- 
Glaſs, which he adviſed me to look upon the 
Laity withal, p. 5.and had he but turned 
either end of it upon what I ſaid, p. 11, 
117, 21, & 81. perhaps his wondring in 
time would have ſomewhat abated ; for 
there he might have found, that very few 
_ determine themſelves to the Profeſiion of 
Law, or, Phy/ick, without the conſidera- 
tion of ſome Effate, upon which they 
foreſee they may be probably maintained, 
until they gain $kill enough, and reaſ{on- 
able Confidence, to profeſs, what they 
deſign; and, ſure I am, that there is 
ſcarce now to be found a Lawyer in the 
Nation, that ever got, or is likely to get 
Sauce for a Pullet, but (beſides his Uni- 
verſity Preparations) has ſpent the beſt 
parc of his time, . for {ix or ſeyen years 
rogether to fit himſelf for his intended 
Employment ; and as for thoſe many 
others that go only to the 7uns of Court, 
to learn and admire the excellent Knack 
of cating without a 7reacher , or to 

know 
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know the Porter's Name, and the four 
Terms. theſe are only a ſhame To them- 
ſelves, to great diſcredit to the Profeſſon: 
becauſe they never intend, . nor endea- 
' vour to practiſe ; and if they ſhould go 
about it, it would be bur to very little 
advantage for them to give a proof of 
their | ſpent Time ; for he that pal= 
pably loſes his Buſineſs at the Barr, 
once and again, meerly for: want of 
Skill , and. not out of pardonable Mi- 
ftake, he may een run. Home to his 
Chamber , and lay afide his Gows ; for 
his Sword will as well become him in 
Michaelmas-Term , as in the Long Yacas 
tion. | 
And theſe , Sir, are the Choice, and 
Beſt of the Reaſons , that I can find in 
the Anſwerer ; upon which, he will nor 
ſuffer any of the Inferiour ſort of the 
Clergy to come to any higher degree of 
Knowledge, before they enter upen their 
holy Employment. The next thing that 
he undertakes to jhew, is, that ſuppoſing . 
the Ignorance of any of the Clergy be 
ſuch, as it were convenient, to wiſh it 
leſs ; yer, that' I have either not truly 
aſſigned the cauſes of it , or have omit- 
red many. And here in the firſt place, 

| + he 
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he falls upon me as ſeverely, as the very 
Caſtle-keeper himſelf could have almoſt 
done , for finding faulr with the com- 
mon Merhod of Schooling : In which , 
his firſt Aſſaulr, about Greek and Latin, 
1s {o forcible and furious, his Reaſonings 
{o killingly cloſe and deſtroying, and 
all his DeduCtions ſo ſecurely back'd and 
guarded, that I was almoſt rempted to 
renounce Logick, and all its Works, and 
never to come again within a Furlong 
of an Untwiſter of Complex Themes ; bur 
preſently to clap Hat under Arm , and 
to run as hard as Legs would carry me, 
co the firſt Man that fold any 4mo, or 
Tiz#|v, About the middle of p. 35. (a 
place I am ſure I ſhall no more forget 
than Mar/ton-Moor ) after a mild and 
gentle Preface , as {weet and courteous 
as Friends could deviſe, viz. 1 beg your 
pardon , ſays he, if I be not aldogetber 
of your Opinion, as to the buſineſs of School- 
ng. When, alas! (little thinking I of 
any ſuch danger, ſo nigh at hand) with- 
out mercy he ſeizes upon me with the 
utmoſt violence, and dint of Logick, and 
beginning with a molt confounding dif- 
junCtive SyZogiſm , called by the wicked 
and hard-hearted , a DzJemma , or Cor- 
| | nue 
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mute (Which you know, Sir, is the moſt 
barbarous and unchriſtian that can be 
invented by Man of Argument ) he tells 
me after this inhumane and ſavage man- 
ner ; Ether, ſays he, it is neceſſary that 
Greek and Latin ſhould ' be learned , or 
zot, Now, for my part, Fire or Water ; 
Burn or Drown ; I know not which to 
chuſe. If I ſay Nor; then he has me 
moſt cruelly upon the Hip,. and brings 
me over with a moſt deadly Gulth : For 
I, thinking nothing of rhis Miſchicf, had 
gone, and fooliſhly ſaid, that there were 
very good Books in Latin and Greek; and 
therefore ſecing I cannot avoid it, I muſt 
lay Yes; though it be to the undoing 
of my Wife and Children. Tes, ſays he? 
then if neceſſary , thoſe Languages are to 
be learned at School , or not ; Well; it's 
cen as good to be undone at firſt as at 
laſt; I muſt ſay Yes again. Yery good / 
lays the Avſwerer ; and now we have got 
you thus far ; I proceed, and aſſume. Nay, 
think I, now I perceive, he intends to 
kill me alive ; now come French , Spa- 
ntard, Turk , Tartar , or any deviſable 
thing; for nothing, I am ſure , can be 
{o heatheniſh, and void of all Grace, as. 
a cruel and blood-thirſty Afſumer : Bur 
D 3 I 
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I muſt be content ; for on he goes, and 
to make an utter end of 'me, ſays, that 
if Greek and Latin are to be learned at 
School, then a good proficiency 15 there to 
be made ; aud if a good proficiency, then 
nothing but the meer words of the Langua- 
ges are to be ſludjed. But I know, Sir, 
he'll be ready to fay that he does not 
conclude {o ; but I care not for that ; for 
he muſt - conclude fo , if he intended to 
conclude againſt what I ſaid : For I 
id nothing againſt the Languages, but 
only that ſome other delightful Em- 
ployments might be mixed with them ; 
and that a very competent $kill therein, 
might -poſiibly with more Advantage be 
gain'd out of ſome other Aurhors , than 
, out of Dzdtionaries, or Fauua's , Which 
_ are not much better. , A Lad ſurely may 
bring up a little Arizthmetick and Geome- 
try, (befide a good Bouget of Latin and 
| Greek ). without breaking the Horſes 
 \Back; eſpecially if his Fathers Mancomes 
but along with. him. And as the An- 
ſwerer ſays, he has heard of Fathers, 
Councils, and the like; ſa I have heard 
there is a Greek Exclid ; and that there 
be many. Latin Books , out of which, 
Knowledge, together with Words, my 
A E 
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be conveniently learned. But alas ! now 
| TI think of it, old Folkes will not give ' 
unto Childrez any- Reaſon , for fear it 
ſhould choak them. -Whar give a Child 
rank and ſurfeiting Senſe ! Ir will breed 
Worms, the Itch, Kib'd Heels, and Scab- 
by Heads. Childre» muſt have only 
Water-Gruel , ſcalld Milk , Bread and 
Butter thin ſpread , and gay'd, and ea- 
ſie digeſtible Words. A 7riang/e brings 
. down the Pin of the Mouth, and a Square, 
if it be any thing large, certainly in- 
flames, and cauſes the Squinzy. And, as 
the Anſwerer lays, (p. 37.) it is Memory 
alone that is to be cheriſhed and employed 
in Lads ; that being the great Store-houſe 
and Foundation of all Learning. Yet tru- 
ly, it is ſo; -but for all that, I do not. 
much approve, that a whole file of Lads 
ſhall be all hang'd up indifterently toge=- 
ther, for not being able in the ſame time 
to get, and repeat ſo many Inches, or 
Feet of Words; whereas perhaps ſome 
of them, having narurally but a {mall Fa- 
culty that way , have as much realon to 
be whippd becauſe their Hair is not 
curl'd and flaxen, or their Eyes are not 
gray. And whateyer Senſe the Ax/werer 
may pretend is to be found in School © 
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Books to aſſiſt and help the Memory, yet 
it is uſually ſo unaiſcernable to Lads, 
that you had as good ſet them to get by 
Heart all the Signs from 7emple-Bar to 
Weſtminſter , as many Tasks that they 
are oft-times obliged. to. 

And as for the buſineſs of Z7omer, if 
the Anſwerer will promiſe me not to be 
angry, I will for once chule rather to be 
of my Lord Bagon's Opinion than his ; 
who tells us in his advancement of Learn- 
ing, © that he can without any difficulty 
**. pronounce, that the Fables of Z/ower 
* (notwithſtanding he has been made a 
* kind of Scripture by the later Schools of 
* the Grecians) had no ſuch inwardneſs in 
* his own meaning ; but however as the 
* Anſwerer well obſeryes, there is ſome- 
what elſe in Homer beſides Achiles's 
Toes. Burl profeſs, Sir, my mind did 
ſo run upon the ſo often commended 
Moveables of the Captain (mides oy; ) that 
] might eaſily forget the Buck/e-Garters. 
Burt 1s there no thing elſe in that ancient 
and venerable Poer, but ſtories of Foot- 
menſhip, and ſuch like low accompliſh- 
ment ? Was it not he that laid dawn the 
firſt Elements of Phyfic and Chirurgery : 
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of Lint and ſpreading Plaiſters upon Lea» 
ther? Is he to be undervalued, that is 
not only the moſt Chrj/t:an but moſt 
Proteſtant of Poets ; in whole Works 
you may not only find all Praftical Di- 
vinity, as faſt asin the /ittle Book of Piety 
it ſelf; but moſt Caſes of Conicience 
warily reſolved, and knorty Controverſies 
acutely decided ? Is he to be called a 
RumLler, who glides as {mooth as a Star, 
or a fired Rocket of Tow? who was not 
like common confined Mortals, born at 
one dull place ; but at no leſs than ſeven 
the moſt eminent C7tizs of the Eaf? 2 
Is he, with whoſe Works Alexanderalone 
could take reſt, when as the whole world 
beſides could not content him ; and who 
has been ſo ſolemnly quoted in all Apes, 
and {o generally relied on. as the only 
Standard of Grecian Claſſicalueſs, to be 
compared with Garagantua, that was fa- » 
mous for nothing elſe but Torchchuls ! A- 
las, Sir, this is nothing to what might 
be found in Zomer,if people were butdili- 
| gent, and go but deep enough into the 
Original, There is the Feſuits Powder, 
that the world has made ſuch a great ſtir 
about, lies {o evidently in one place, 
chat reading but the yery Verſe Withtrue 
| Accent, 
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Accent, Will altnoſt cure an ordinary 
Quartan : And again, there is the Philo. 
ſophers Stone; for which people have 
been groping ſo many Ages : I could fay 
ſomewhat concerning a certain long 
word in the ſecond 7/;ad, that would en- 
courage an often fruſtrated Philoſopher , 
to call .for his deſpairing Bellows, and 
preſently- to blow up afreſh. And in- 
deed moſt of thoſe Rarities, which latter 
Apes have counted themſelves happy and 
ingenious in the finding, out ; as the 
Compaſs, Printing, the Circulation of 
the Blood, and the like, are fundamen- 
tally all in Zomer ; and if People had 
not been Lazy and Diſtruſtful , might 
haye been long before brought to light, 
by a little help of Didymus and Euſta- 
thius. ; : 

And this puts me in mind of what I 
have' heard fo often ſaid concerning his 
Latin Brother, Prince Virgil ; namely,thar 
If all Arts and Scrences were abſolmely 
loſt, burnt or ſunk, and only Yirgl left 
ſecure in the Capito/, they might be all 
moſt eafily recovered out of him, by 
one that has but patience, a black Eye, 
and a good Commentator. In one corner 
of a Yerſe lie yery cloſe all the _ 
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and ſeveral Sytems of Aſtronomy ; and 


though Ricciolus has ſeemed to ſearch 
many Authors for his curious Obſerva- 
tions, and to have ſpent many an Hour 
in his ingenious Contrivances ; yet. if 
you trace him Home , and watch him 
but cloſely, you will find, Sir, that he 
is only a Paraphraſe of Four or Five 
Pounds price , upon thoſe bare fruitful 
Words of the Poet quo fiddere terram. 
From another {mall quantity of Princely 
Perſe may be retrieved, if need ſhould 
be, all the practical as well as funda- 
mental Laws of Policy ; and that Candzz. 
ſtood out 'Twenty Years, only by a right 
underſtanding of —— Apibus quanta ex- 
perientia parcs ; keeping cloſe to the Let- - 
ter; and was, afterwards taken by ſome 
idle, and looſer interpretation of the 
ſame words; there is nothing more 
plain. Nay, Sir, I ſhall tell you a little 
further, what a Nonconformiſt not long a- 
go hinted to me, viz. That if the preſent 
Fathers of our Church would but lay afide 
all Feclefiaſtical Hiſtory , Fathers, Coun- 
cils, and Canons, he would undertake to 
draw up, out of the Evangelical and Pro- 
phetical Writings of Virgil (as he call'd 
them) ſach a Body of Divinity and Church 
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Diſcipline, as ſhould exattly agree with the 
Primitive Doftrine and Intentions of our 
S4zwiour ;\ and more than that (giving me 


if this great Poetical Divine had lived jy 
our days, he would have turn'd out at Bar- 
tholomew ; for he found ſome notable ]y. 
finuations in the Author againſt the Sur- 
plice, and renouncing the Covenant. So 
that, Sir, upon further conſiderations, I 
muſt be forced to acknowledge, what 
the Anſwerer lays, page 38. that roge- 
ther with the Fabulous part of Poetry, there 
7s a great deal of uſeful Learning to be 
found. 

But withal, Sir, I muſt beg leave to 
put in a' Caution or two, as to what was 
ſaid a little, before concerning Homer ; 
and then not a word more of AZomer all 
this Year. And firſt of all, I have made 
| ſome little enquiry, concerning Alexan- 
der's laying him under his Pillow 5 and 
| find that the Learned differ ; ſome pla- 
3 cing him only upon a Stool by the Beds- 
fide, and others. over his Head upon a 
little Ridge ; the ancient Manuſcripts 
not fully agreeing about vm and ume ; 
and as for Rablais, IT ſhall not undertake 
for his being of the Reformed Religion ; 
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but as to Divine MyFeries, I think that 
Homer and he may equally pretend ; and 
though Compariſons are odious , - yer I 
am ſomewhat forward to 'acknowledge, 

rhat the mighty Spirit of Garagantua de- / 
clining the vulgar way of coming into 
the World , and cunningly crawling u 

the Hollow Vein, and fo making his El- 
cape under his Mother's Far, is not 
much inferior \either for Honour” or 
Strangeneſs , to that Seven-Czty Birth of 
TTomer. T meet indeed ſometimes with 
Idle, Extravagant People , that are ſo 
prophane. as to compare his Poems to 
Chivychaſe ; but ſuch I. always check, 
ſhewing them plainly, that when the 
Poet has a Mind to recreate his Readers 
ro purpoſe, then by the elegant help of 
bis little tickling 7's and 4's, he could 
do it ſo effectually, that nothing ever 
came more delightful from the Town of 
Athens. What more Theorbo-like, than 
Ty IN nudfd] nur Tame avdporr NavTr 
What more ſmooth and cco&leſtial, than 
Exivevre, SxoAdure, TFoAUKvnuorT "E7yordy, Bur 
indeed, - when the Broad Sides of Polu- 
phloisboio's , the Hippodamoio's , and the 
Poluſcarthmoio's are dreadfully diſcharged 
towards the upper end of the School, _ 
the 
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the Noiſe. thereof come grumbling down 
like a Cart over a Wooden Bridpe ; I 
will not ſay, but that a ſmall Lad or fo, 
_ of a tender Conſtitution , may chance 
to creep underneath the Table. Bur to 
make an end, Sir, of this ; queſtionleſs 
there is a very peculiar and ſecret worth 
in ſeveral Authors; and if you want a 
Bit of Ancient Axthority, to -plant Claſſe- 
cally upon the Title-page of your Book, 
there is none that is more fit, or has been 
more ſerviceable, 'than the worthy Poet 
before-mentioned. Nay, 4o ferviceable 
has he been in this kind, that I durſt al- 
moſt venture” to fay, that if he ſhould by 
any Misfortune be afterwards utterly loſt, 
he might be fo far pick'd up by Pieces 
out of Title-Pages , that there ſhould 
fcarce be. wanting one + ff dmunCiue- 

And thus having done with Greek and 
Latzn, 1 ſhall now, Sir, follow the 4- 
Jwerer to p. 39. where he tells the World, 
that if he. would have made the worlt Con- 
1 ee 
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verfity ; Whereas I only ſaid, it is but 
very low and ſlender Diet , to. live Six- - 
teen Years upon the meer ſtrength of 
Words : But notwithſtanding that , he 
hurries on in a moſt ſharp confutation of 
me, ceteris paribus, as he did about Greek 
and Latin; but yet ſomewhat warily 
quoting by the way, Dr. Zammond , and 
another that were admitted into the Untvers 
fity at Thirteen and did well, Whereas, 
in that place , it never enter'd into my 
choughts ro conſider ro what Years it 
was beſt to continue at Schoo/ : But on- 
ly, let the time be what it will, I thought 
fo ſome of it poſlibly might be berter 
ſpent. But the A»ſwerer does no more 
here, than in many Places beſides ; for 


where the confutable matter grows ſcarce 


and. thin , then he is for making ſome 
certain Opinion for me ; and having de- 
puted me to {ay ſuch and ſuch Words, 
he begs leave to ſuggeſt ſomewhat, Pag. qo. 
and then he falls with all vengeance up- 
on that ſame poor Op:nzo of his own 
deviſing, and knocks it, and bangs it to 
Duſt and Aſhes. And this Humour is 
{o powerful upan him, that within 'Two 
or Three Pages he is at it again, wvz. 
Pag. 43. 1t does mot, lays he, always ne+ 
ceſſarily 
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cefſarily follow , that Rope«dancers in the 
Schools , prove Fack-puddings in the Pul- 
pit. No verily, it does not ; atid I knew 
it very. well : But that does not hinder, 
bur that it may ſometimes follow , or 
very often, or «ſually happen (as I ſaid 
Page 33.) Ipray, Sir, when you meet 
the Anſwerer next , deſire him to look a 
little better to his Words : He could nor 
be content to put in always inſtead of 
uſually ; but he muſt. bind it, and ram it 
with zeceſſarily ; ſaying , it does not al- 
ways: neceſſarily follow. I owe him, as I 
remember, a little curioſity, for treating | 
me {o barbarouſly about that ſame trou-- 
bleſome Word whatever. I wiſh wirthal 
my heart, that he had not faid always ; 
for an Old Friend, an Old Acquaintance 
ro ſay always! and to put in zeceſſarily 
| beſides! it was certainly a moſt unhap- 
py overſight. But then, I liked that 
which follows ſingularly well ; z. e. ha- 
ving made me to ſay, that all. that ever 
had been Pravaricators aud the like, did 
always neceſſarily prove Triflers in the 
Pulpit. There, ſays he, 1 think I have 
catch'd him bravely ; for I know ſome that . 
never came there ; and others that have : 
who behave themſelves very gravely and 

: ſerioaſly. 
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ſeriouſly. Yes, and {o do I know ſeveral» 
that have been courted, or' forc'd to un* 


dertake thoſe publick places of 'wit ; who 
are now in their ſeveral profeſſions ,*'as 


conſiderable ' perſons as belohg to our 
Natio#: But yer for, all* that, as 'T be» 
lieve , that it was not qui#/z77 which 
made- them ſo confiderable, fo till I am 
apt to think; that ſuch Exerciſes do pro- 


voke ſlender-witted Lads , ro'{pend too 


much of their time in ſuch Trifles, 'who 


having no ſuch tempting Examples, nor - _ 


hopes of applauded Jeſts, might poſſibly 
| have employed themſelves'in ſuch-Stu- 
dies, as might have 'niade © more for 
their own, as well as the Worlds 'Adyan- 
rage. 7 Ce 
5 wonder what the Anſwerer counts 
worth the while, when he ſays, pag. 
44. he ' thought it worth his, to add- a 
ſupplement. to thoſe things,” which" '7 had 
reckoned as cauſes of that Teyorance, that 
is in ſome of the Clergy. 1 am nor, Sir, 
ridiculouſly-filly, as to ſay that nothing 


might be: added, : Bur yer (in ' all ſober 


ſadneſs, the'. Anſwerer muſt excuſe | me”, 
if I ſay down right, 'that-the Accomp” 
whictr have g1ven; does not at all ap-: 
- * pear imperfel@®, by any addition” that ha 
Fa ” 
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_ "ed Letter, , But theſe: omiſſions of mine - 


[ 54 ] 
has. made.. For - firſt of all, ſays he, 7 


bave Skipped over. the dulneſs of ſome mens 


natural parts... Syrely-tholſe places were 


---. not rent out of my. Bovk, that tell him, 


not, only that-a: Lads parts ought to be 


. gueſs at, and ofi-times might; but thar 


icreet and wile Phyficzans. ſhould alſo 
be conſulted, before 'it ſhould be deter- 
mined that he ſhould live by Learnine. 
I did not indecd give any particular dire- 
Qtions that every Lad, before he was 


 ſodetermined, ſhould take a-certain purge; 


and according-as that ſhould be found to 
move the humours- quicker or ſlower, ſo he 
ſhould be reſolved upon, as/prightful and 
apprehenfiuey or_as dull and incapable : 
But excepting that onething, all care was 


taken that any . man (beſides the unrea- 


fonable Anſwerer) could poſlibly expe: 
Burt yet for all that, he ſays alſo, that 7 


fergot the ſhort ſtay, which ſome make at the 


Univerſity 3 which in truth, as he ſays, 7 
had great reaſon to have take notice of. 
Which, I did, as.I think, fo plainly, thar 
I know not how to have done: it more,un- 
leſs, F ſhould have got it. engroſg'd upon 
Fellow in great Text hand, and' have or- 
dered every word to: begin with ia: vaſt 


he 


a 


GY 
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he hints-at by the by only: Bug-pag. . 45. 


he pitches. upon three very remarkable 


things, which he ſays, 5y'-my favonr, he 


thinks 7 have not conſidered, and yet they 
are ſuch as do mach concurr to the keeping. of 


ſome of the Clergy low in Learning, viz, 


want of Books, want of time, and: want of 
learned Company. Now, Sir, if you'remem-. 


ber, the Anſwerer ſays, that he gave a 
ſhilling for my Letter, aud read it. Bur; 
.for my part, I profeſs I can ſcarcetell how 
to believe him ; for he writes and anſwers, 
as if he had lived alrogethet at-the: Mos 
lacco Iſlands, or, as he fays of himfelf in 


his Preface, lake one that 1s ont 'of the 


World of Books, What can we' do, {ays he, 
P: 44. without. Books, unleſs learning were th- 
fuſed and inſpired into us by a Miracle 2 
and again, What can we do with Books, umn- 
leſs we had time to read them? Very right ; 
and {o-ſfaid I: And I know no difference, 
buc only I ſayit in Michaelmas Term, and 
he ſays it in Z7#ary. It is, Sir, to me a 
very ſtrange thing, that | the Anſwerer 
ſhould ſeem perfetly ro forget what L 
aid: and yet take the very ſame words, 
and Ptint chem, and ſell them for ſupp/c- 
ments and ' ew diſcoveries at the Kings 


Armsin S. Paals Church-Tard, which were . 


E 2 ſold 


# 


4 


'&F,- 4 L 
fold three months before at the. Angel in 
QCornhill,- - * | 
* Andthus, Sir, I have in ſhort conſider- 
ed. what the [Anſwerer had ſaid as to 
Schools and the Univerfitzes. It is time 
for him now to-+call me-to an accompt 
concerning preaching. Which he does pag. 
.53- and the firſt of all he ſets upon me 
with a charge general, for endeavouring 
to bring the: whole Ofice of Preaching into 
Contempt: T wonder that, when he. was 
abouc.1t, he did not, thruſt it home: and 
accuſe me': of: cutting off the late Kings 
head; or that Thad adeſign to burn all the 
Bibles that were to be found ; from the 
largeſt that lies on the Des#, to the ſmall- 
eſt. Genevd ; not leaving, if poſlible, fo 
'much as a P/alter or Primer in the whole 
Land :. and that to his knowledge 1 did 
intehd to begin 'this Autichriſtian work 
upon the firſt of June; that the billers 
molt. certainly were already provided ; 
andithat I had ſpoken for the bruſh wood 
to be-brought out. of Xenut. When peo- 
ple fall a'-gueſling, 1 love they ſhould 
gueſs to ſome purpoſe. I hate all ſmall 
ambiguous ſarmiſers.; all quivering and ' 
_ mincing conjectures ; give me the luſty, 
' and bold Thinker: who, when he under- 
oy | takes. 
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£ 
takes to Prophecy, does .it punctually. 
Tou write, iays the Anſwerer, at that rate, 
as if you had a deſign to bring the whole Of- 
fice of Preaching in Contempt. Who can 
rell, Sir, what my deſign was, but. my 
ſelf, any further than it may be judged by 
my words ? let'every body deſign for 
himſelf: why ſhould one man deſign 'for 
another ? would not the A»ſwerer think, 
Sir, that I were very frantick, if ] ſhould 
tell him, _ [ beg his pardon ; but itt 
my opinion he writes after that rate, as if 
he had a deſign to diſparage himſelf and 
his Profeſſion : or, that he -has managed 
his buſineſs fo ſlenderly, as if he had ' 
hired him to ſet forth a mean Arnſner ; 
and thereby to build my ſelf a Reputarion 
upon the weakneſs and miſtakes thereof: 
This, Sir, would look like a'flie and ill 
natur'd Inſinuation : or like one of thoſe 
fame diſingenuous ſquints, with which the 
Anſwerer pag. 57. ſays my Letter looks up- 
on the Clergy. Bur is it for certain that] 
am againſt all Preaching ? and” that my 
deſign, is to bring that holy exerciſe alto- 
gether into Contempt ? Might not ſome 
tavourable and tender hearted man by no 
| means be perſwaded to think otherwiſe * 
0, by no means; ſays the Anſwerer : "for 
| E 3 "That 
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that 7 runying through the whole merhod of 
Preaching, he finds. that / am againſt all 
Prefaces, $imilitudes, Diviſions, mollify- 
int Sentences,” Latin aud Greek, fleſh and 
V0 Mr. Dod, and. all that is good. 
 ..: And of all rhings,Sir,which trouble the 
Avuſwerer, | petceive noxhing does it more, 
"than thar | ſhould {peak flightly and 
meanly of Prefaces. That ſeems, {ays he, 
AP-"$5-2 to me that our very Prefaces are 
; AY and.meanly ſpoken of : and "if 10; 
then farewel all Religion : farewel Church 
and Steeple : farewel Pulpit and Cuſhion ; 
what take away our dear Prefaces| Can he 
: be a welk-wiſher to Preaching, who will not 
ſo much as let us begin our Sermans. 2, and. 
can. he... be, ap encourager of hearing the 
Word, that wiff not ſuffer the atteution of. 
, the Auditars to be prepared by 4 confide- 
 rable Preface ? :or a Friend to the reading 
of; the Bible, . that will not allow ſo much of 
' the firſt of. Geneſis, .as to make mention of 

m ? what againſj Prefaces ! has he ſo 
little Enowledge of the Scriptures, as to 
forget St. Luke, the great Evangelical O- 
rator ? is he of 'uo worth or example with 
him  Metbinks. the beginning of | bis Goſpel 
might have taught him. mare modeſty aud 
manmers, than to be againſt Prefaces ; and 

is 


/ 
2» 
if ELL 
Fd 


n- 


LY 


* 


y 59 ] "Ba. 
\ js there any hurt to begin a Sermon with © 
Adam, ſeeing there is ſuch a great affinity 
between the Old Teſtament and the New; © 
and that. many Texts in the New do jo 
plainly refer to the firſt Adam ? Yes tru- 
ly ; becauſe it ſeems not convenient that 
the Sermon upon Good Friday, - ſhould 
have the ſame beginning with that upon 
Trinity Sunday ; becauſe I ſtinted them 
on this ſide Adam, and that too, when 
the Text was in the Revelations, ſaying 
nothing at all but they might begin ar 
the Flood, the Captivity, or the like ; be- 
cauſe I knew it was the Humour of ſome, 
to ſpend half the Hour in beginning to 
begin their Sermons ; fetching their Pre- 
face as far off as they could turn the 
Bible backward : And laſtly, becauſe ir 
ſeems - reaſonable that People - (as: far 
as might be) ſhould be inſtructed in'atl_ 
the ſeveral duties of their Re/igzon, and 
have the greateſt and moſt uſeful part 
of the Scripture explaind to them: There» 
fore am I againſt all Prefaces. I wonder 
he did not conclude , that in my Heart 
. 1 was againſt 4dam, Moſes and the Pro- 
phets ; he might have done it as well, if 
he had bur thought of it. St. Lake has 
a ſhort and ſuitable Preface of Four + 
| E 4 . © ven” 
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Verſes, to his whole Goſpel, bur begins 


- neither with Adam nor Belſhazzar ; and 


you know Sir , St. Chryſaftome , the Ora- 
tor of the Church, has many Volumes 
of Fomilies Or Cermons. 6 - butas Iremem- 
ber, there are very few Prefaces taken 
from Adam; and yet you know, Sir, 
the New 7! eftament did as much refer to 
'the 0/4 and frft 4dam, in St. Chryſe- 
Stom's days as in ours : the afinity being 
not much increaſed ſince : And if the 
Anſwerer pleaſe to look, he ſhall there 
find the Zoly Father to. have Prefaces 
proper. and peculiar to the Time, Oc- 
caſion or Subject of his Diſcourſe :. And 
ſo have all Orators, an{werable to the 
Matter . they intend to ſpeak. 7uly, 
you know , Sir, and Demoſthenes, were 


.often call'd upon far Speeches, but they 


knew. how to prepare their Auditors, 
without diſturbing Romulus or Theſeus ; 
and. yet; you know, Sir, there was a ve- 
ry-.cloſe reference berween Carilin and 
and Romulus. ; ; for Catiliz ſhould have 


fo burnt the very City of Rome, which Ro- 
1 wulus had Founded. But. the Orator 


thought it better to begin with Quzou/- 
gue tandem, than Cogitandi Romulo. And 


A believe his preſent »Majeſty much = 
re 
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dred to what Nation | he was reſtored, 
when the Rhetorical Mayor welcom'd him 
ro his Corporation with a long Cample- 
ment deriv'd from Adam. 1 am not, 
Sir, ( God forbid that I ſhouJd) againſt + 
the A»ſmerer's putting into this Prayer 
(for perhaps it may be part of it)- that 
the Words which he is to: Preach, may be 
as Goads, and as Nails faſtend by the © 
Maſter of Aſſemblies. But if he ſhould | 
begin every Text in the Bible with that 
very ſame Preface (which he may -equal- 
ly do) I believe ſome idle People would 
ſay ſomewhat ; I cannot certainly ' tell 
what. The Anſwerer, Sir , invites me 
(Pag. 52.) very kindly to hear ham preach, 
and that if I will go over , he will give 
me one of the beſt of his Sermons. ' But 
if I do, Sir, I think to ſend him word 
to. defire him. (for that Day) to'forbear 
Belſhazzar ; let him do all the Year be- 
fides, as he thinks fir. I ſhall alſo take 
ir for a Favour, if: he woula not begin 
his Sermon thus, 4s Abraham ſate in: the 
Tent Door , and lifting up his Eyes, and 
looking, behold Three Angels appeared be- 
fore him; ſo if | you pleaſe to ſtand with pas 
tience and expeFtation, you ſhall ſee me 
coming towarels - you in theſe three particu- 
| ' lars, 
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| lars.” And, if with any convenience, he 
can diſpence with it, I would beg of him, 
that he does not take that of 7ſazah; 
Come ye buy, and eat, yea, come buy Wine 
aud Milk, without ' Money and without + 
Price; or if he does, that he would not 
tell me, that his Text 4s like a ſpiritual 
Sack-poſſet ; for 1 was told ſo once, and 
I ſcarce ever lov d Sack-poſſet ſince. Poſ- 
ſibly alſo I may. obtain at his Hands not 
to take that of 'the '4poſtſe to 7 imdthy, 
This is a faithful. Saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came in- 
to the World to fave ſinners, of whom I 
aw chief ; not but that it is a very 
good .place of Scripture ; but it is a 
Text that has been imagin'd juſt like a 
Chriſtmas Feaſt ; conſiſting of Three Diſhes ; 
the firſt Diſh was to be commended for its 
foundueſs'; This is a faithful Saying : The 
ſecond for its ſweetneſs; It is worthy of all \ 
acceptation : And the -third Diſh was a 
Propoſition, confiſting of Five Ingredients. 
Now, Sir, 'if the Anſwerer had had bur 
the untwiſftinz, the drefſing, and the ſer- 
ving up of this luſcious Propoſition; what 
a Feaſt, would the People then have had? 
what wonderful variety of SubjeFs and 
Predicates might this Difh have OE: 
| _ How 
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How many Choice and Princely Bzts - 
| might have been here diſcovered ? and 

' how plentifully might ir have been/tuff'd 
and /arded with juicy Latin and Greek 2 
a Diſh of Prepoſitions | I would go a Mile 
ts ſec, if it were but one ſimple one in 
a-Diſb ; and to conſider , how puzled 
_ the Aings Carvar would be, to take off 
the Subjeft from the Predicate, without 
endangering the poor thin lurking Copala. 
Now, I know, Sjr, {ſome are of {ych nice 
and faſhionable Sromachs , that comman 
Senfe. and Truth will not down with 
them, unleſs it be haſb'd and fricaſſed ; 
they muſt have xheir Barricados of 
greedy deſire; and Eſcalado's of Virtue, 
and-Chrift muſt be the: Dauphin of Hea- 


ven ; þur, for. my parc, T had rather have | 


any plain'and homely Entertainment, fo 
it be freſh and whollome , than a whole 
Platter full of ſuch feaſting Prefaces,which 
with a little new garnifhing, ſhall ſerye 
for Eaſter, Whitſuntide, and all the He- 
lidays in the Year ; for your Propoſitions 
are a ſort of Diet, that will keep a long 
time in Sowſe-drink ; if- they do but now 
and then change the Pickle, and take a 
new Text, - I 


I 
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I do not at all queſtion, Sir, but that 
you knew very well before (as well as 
now) whar that meant, which I faid a- 
bout Prefaces. But I have very little 
hopes of the' Ayſwerers being ſo ſudden- 
ly improved , as to underſtand me yet ; 
who has given ſuch late 7»ſtances of his 
flownels before : But* however, I proceed 
Sir, to' the buſineſs of dividing of Texts: 
And' what I faid as''to that in my for- 

' mer, was upon this Account, namely , 
that it was a thing very eaſily to be 
obſerved ; that many that went into 
Eoly Orders , to inform and fave Men , 
ſpent too much of their time in Logical 
oftentation , and nice Diviftons of their 
Texts ; and after ſuch a manner, as they 
had very little Authority for ſo doing, 
Either in ancient Zoly Writers, or in o- 
ther good Authors; of which, I believe, 
we may ſearch a great many, before we 

can find any Melting, Dropping or Diſ- 

ſolving the Matter that they intend 'to 

treat of. We ate bluntly told by the 0- 

rator, Bonorum tria ſunt genera, and Ac- 

cufationis tres ſunt partes ; and by'Czſar, 

Gallia' eſt omnis diviſa ( not neatly and 

featly /iquefadta ) in partes tres ; and I 

know not how the X7zg would take it, 

if 


o we TP 
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if they: ſhould tell him, that his Domi- 
ious were to be melted into_ England , 
Scotland, &c. . And notwithſtanding the 
Anſwerer thinks himſelf ſo plain and 
practical, when his 7ext falls aſunder in- 


ro Subjeft and Predicate , or into Ante- 


cedent and Conſequent 5 yet for all that, 
[le undertake if this be in a Country- 
Village, he had better let down the Treſs 
of his Zext into the Fore-horſe and'Thil- 
ler; for they underſtand no Subjects, and 
Predicates ; only the' Kings SubjeFs and 
the Xings Predicates. They much. mi- 
ſtake me (as the Anſwerer did) that think. 
I was ever any further againſt 7ext-di-. 
viding, than either where it was not. un- 
derſtood, or was not neceſlary.'  . -, 
I always thought rhat he. that, too 
that to the Corinthians for his Text, Sin 
zor, had much better have letit continue_ 
whole (it being bur ſhort) than to d7vide 
it incoa Command and a Prohibition ; 2 
Command, Sin; a Prohibition, Not. 1 
have alſo ſometimes thought, that their 
ical pains may be ſomewhat ſpared ;_ 
who when there is no need of it, divide 
every thing (be it what it will) into A4f- 
firmative and Negative: For inſtance ; 
it is ſaid Fob x. There was a man in the 
Land 


x 


[ 66 ] 
- Land of Uz; Homo non Lapis, a May 
vt a-$tone':: Homo non Lignum, a Mar 
mot & Tree : Homo non Leo, a Man ng 
a" Beaft : And by the way, Sir, mind 
what poor Lignum and Leo are forced to 
ſignific for the Letter fake. Tn like man- 
nerf thoughthim alſo in the late times a 
little too nice, and tender of his credit; 
and ſorhewhat too profuſe of his Logick 

and R#erorick; who being to preach upon 
that of the 4Fs, Silver and Gold have 
7 none, but ſuch as 1 have give Tunto thee: 
Whenever he had named his 7exr, defired 
" the people, inall haſt, zo rake the words not 
 [itterally, 'bat allufruely, for that ' he had 
 gvodſtore of mony chinking in his pockets ; 
beſides what he left at home in his coffers. 
Doubtleſs a cautious foreſight of follow- 
ing Objeftions, and an'carly removing of 
the ſame, are great inſtances of wiſdom, 
and diſctetion ; but he that taking that of 
Malachiconcerning the Sun of righteouſneſs; 
Sc. Mboure-mof carneſtly ro convince 
the people , that it was not the Monof 
righteouſneſs ; for the Moon ſhall be troden 
#nder foot. Rev. 12.1. And again he that 
ſhall cell us that God! was pleafed to fend his 
Son into the World, and not his Daughter: 
or the like. Such as thefe, I muſt needs 
. _ confeſs 


\ 
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confeſs, haveſomewhat too low apprehen- 
fions of the capacity ' of their Hearers. 
He that undertakes to' preach about Res 
pentance, or true Religion: nothing cer- 
tainly-is more neceffary and proper for him, 
than to let the people know; that -they 
do not conſiſt in looks, eyes, and noſes; 
for ſuch things with ſome are miſtaken for 
godlineſs. But whetrthe Scripture tells 
us, There was a Man inthe Land of U; 
or that God was pleaſerl to ſend his Som ; 
that -any body fhould think- that this 
man might chance to be a tone ; or this Sox 
to be a Daughter, 'is ſtrange to concetve. 
. Weread that Chriſt opened the Serip- 
tures'c and expounded out of them the things 
concerning » himſelf. We read alſo _ 
bled; 
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what occaſion it was that Þelix trem 
and what a great number were converted 
. (without Predicaments) by one Sermon of 
Sr. Peter. What the immediate Succe(- | 
fors of 'our Saviour and his Diſciples «+: 
did ;. we have little left concerning their -4 
manner of Preaching ; though 'tis to be 
{ſuppoſed that they ſpent their time in 
bringing Peopleto the Chriftzar Faith; Þy 2 
expounding to the Fews, the Prophets, 247 
and- convincing them that Chriff was _.: 
come ;' and by converting the Gentiles to | 


LY 
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- a Religion that contained the beſt Prin- 
ciples of - Life. What was done after 
the Church was.in ſome meaſure ſertled ; 
and that the number which was received 
into Orders, was ſo conſiderably increa- 
ſed,. as that- there might. be, ar leaſt in 
Cities and great 7owns, {ome continuing 
Ecclefraſtical Perſon, "may be beſt ſeen by 
| ſuch as were afterwards Governors, of 
. particular Churches ; which , as we+find, 

made it their buſineſs -to confirm People 
in that Faith which they had received ; 
and. to ſtrengthen them to all good 
Works; which they.idid by Preaching 
_ againſt ſuch Herefies and Errors as they 
found- the People were apt to be carried 
into; and by. fortifying them againſt 
{uch Yices, as they perceived the Time 
and Place was moſt inclinable to : . And - 
thar this was the manner of their Z7oly 
Employment, is very plain by S. Bafil and 
. S. Chryſoſtome , and. many of the reſt ; 
where, one may read a great many gaod 
Sermons, but very few ZTexts, or: pecu- 
liar Sentences of the Bible pitch'd- up- 
on ; miich leſs to | Logzcally and, Meta» 
phorically dreſs'd}, as ſome afteR, 1 be- 
lieve there were very, few Texts. that 
melted” and dropt afunder for the _ 
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tive Hundred Years. Notwithſtanding 
(as. the* A#u/werer obſerves) the Seripture 
| ,otells us, My Do#rine ſhall dropas the Rain; 
| for rhey- had the Bible as well as: we, 
and kgew the meaning -of  that-place as. 
well. as the. 4uſwerer. But yet, for my_ 
part, I never was, nor yet am;againf(t-4 
Text being taken, or being divided;'there 
being (as may be by and by mentioned). 
' cofifiderable conveniences- in” both ;- but 
"yet otic may: preſume eo. think, that it 
is much berrer:only to ſay; Good Peo- 
- © ple,' we are met together this day. in | 
. © the Name of God; and } do. intend co 
** exhort you to' Charity ar Temperance ; + 
© or to convince you-of the Providence / 
| © of God ; and this I jhall do (by Gods. 
* help ) according. to. the Scriptures ; 
than to take formaily and ſolemnly ſome. . 
Place.of Scripture where-the word: Cha- 
i ity, Temperance \ Or. _ Providence is, and - 
{ pend the whole time in Logical Cuts, < * 
Metaphyfical Curioſities, and Learned. 
- Impertinegacies. And hereupon, it may: 
'nat be amiſs, to 'take notice . of what - 
a very Worthy Clergy-Man obſerved 5 
** There be (ſays he) Two forts of Mi-. 
| *© »zſters that occaſion their. own. Con- 
4 © rempt; the idle, negligent and careleſs, 
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* the orhicr.. thoſe who -over-do., or do 
- < affe& nothing elſe, bur quaint- and cy-. 
* © cious Phraſes; or are.unmeaſurable in 
*-their Quetarzens out of all Authors Ec- 
** clefrattical ' and Prephane'; or ſoar a- 
** loſt in- unneceflary Speculatzons far a- 
_ * bove the (capacity of their  4ud2tors. 
x :Thele. over-do, & magno conatu maguas 
*,xugas, take great pains, and eviſcerate 
* themlelves-, as it were, to weave a 
*.Web, which: when it is ended , is fit 
_©*.fot no-other uſe, bur as an unprofitable 
*.thing -to-be {wept away. The 4m 
ſwerer perhaps would be. apt to ſay, 
that it was ſome pert and ſelf-conceited 
D:wvine,: that admiring his own Style , 
and-way of. Preaching, talks thus : Were 
it not "that a very Learned and Reve- 
rend Biſhop did much admire , and fo- 
lemnly commend his Ingenuity, Learn- 
ing, Worth and Integrity. :But to re- 
turn ;- 1 ſay--it is much better of the 
Two, to follow the way of the Zomi- 
lies of our Church, which are plain, pra- 
Fr angy and may be Wc res by moſt ; 
r - 


+ to be ſo-Nice, Critical, and -Scho- 
 laſtical, ag tew or no body ſhall be the 
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Bur yer notwithſtanding I am not. of 

. their Mind ; 'who thinking themſelves 
the profound Reafozers of the Age, and 
the deep Exterers into Truth, do thete- 
upon deſpiſe all taking of 7exts', and ' 
| dividing rhereof'; thoſe I mean, thar for- 
faſhion ſake , fhall rake you indeed Text 
after Zext ; as if they would explain to 
you all the confiderable' Myſteries ' of 
Religion, and acquaint you with all the: 
Encouragements-that tend to a-gond Life; 
chat are to: be found in the. Bib/e , and 
carry you through ſuch a Body of Divi- 
- nity ; but the Sermos, I thank you, (ex- 
cept it be juſt the beginning ) ſhall be 
very near the fame ; for a new 7ext 
may be. taken with rhat prudence and 
warine(s, that the fame Sermor ſhall ſerve 
a Man many a day ;- as ſuppoſe this Sw 
day, he takes that of St. Matthew, My 
Toke is eafie, aud my Burden is light ; a- 
bout a Month after , it is time poſſibly 
to take forth ; and then he is for that 
of St. Paul to the Romans, viz. Which 
1s your reaſonable Service : And a while 
after for that in the firſt Epiſtle of Fohn ; 
And his Commandments are not grievous. 
Now, Sir, here 'is the Craft of it; if 
they take 7exts ſuitable ro the occaſion, 
F2 and 
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and divide them accordingly, they could 
not then for Shame, and Conſcience, bur 
meddle 'with one Word or other thar is 
_ - there to be found. Burt if they read the 
- Text only in the whole, and take it be- 
tween "Finger and Thumb, and ſhew ir 
plainly to the People , that ir is a good 
Text, a fair Text , and that there is no 
- deceit in the buſineſs ; after the Par:/> 
have had this general view, he may pri- 
vately pocket it up again ; and then for 
Chriſtian Religion , and the Excellevcies 
thereof : Qnly this Caution is to be ob- 
*ſerved,: that if the Text be in the New 
Teſtament , any - where between St. Mat- 
thew and the Revelations, then it is to 
be ſhewn, that Chriſtian Religion is much 
beyond the Moſaical Dotrine and Diſpen- 
ſation ; but for variety, if the Text be 
in the 0/4 Teſtament, then the cale is 
altered ; and you are to ſhew, that rhe 
Moſaical DoFrine is very far ſhort of the 
Chriſtian. Nay, Sir, ſome there be that 
arg ſo daring, that ſhall venture to. take 
a Text about Swearing or Adultery, as 
plain as can be pick'd, and as hopeful 
_ to bring forth. a Diſcourſe of thoſe Sub- 
jects, as could be wiſhed ; and yer, ' for 
all rhat, with a little ſly Preface, wa 
: raw 
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draw you- (before you be aware of 
it) into - the old buſineſs of Chriſtian 
Religion. Now , Sir , the next thing 
that  the-- Anſwerer has to do, is to 
take notice ; that his looks like a difin- 
genuous Squint. upon Chriſtian Religion. 
Yes, Sir, he -may ſo ; and go on, and 
tell People, that it is my whole Deſign 
to bring in the Zark ; he may do it with 
as much Conſcience, as to report that I 
was againſt the whole Method of Preach- 
TT. 
of as {ome are. ſo bent upon Preach- 
ing nothing but Chriſtian Religion, as if 
Joſeph of Arimathea was juſt newly come 
over ; ſo others there be, that have their 
particular and darling Notions , which 
they will force to be intenced in almoſt 
every Verle of the Bible; for inſtance, 
one, ſuppoſe, having ſpent ſome conſi- 
derable time, in ſtudying the Nature of 
Original Sin, and finding as he thinks, 
ſuch wonderful things as were neyer 
plainly diſcovered before ; hence is; he 
preſently ſo full of the Secrets of Orige- 
al Sin, that. if the Pariſh- ſhould joyn, 
and add Six Pence more in. the Pound 
to his preſent 7zthes, they would ſcarce 
ger a Sermon about any thing elſe : You 
| | FF may 
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may fet him to preach about the Birth 
of. our Saviour, his Life, Death, Reſur- 
redtion, Aſcenſion, or what you wiil, O- 
" rignal Sin is {till the Word for all that ; 
_ and this cails ro mind what my Lord 
Bacon- reckons a great hindrance to. the 
advancement of Learning, and of doing 
good in the World ; viz. People addidt- 

. Ing themicives to ſome- one peculiar and 
beloved Opinion ; and fo making all 
things of thar , and bringing ail things 
. to that ; they will ſuffer nothing elle to 
be mh the whole World : And thus Gz/- 
| Weriws having made fome few and lucky 
Experiments upon the Toadftone, nor v- 
ſually obſerved before, preſently writes 
a Body of . Nazzral Philoſophy, and turns 
all the whole Worid into _Loarſtones. 
Thus, Sir, Sleep draws me to Bed, and 
Buſineſs pr/s me out in che Morning ; 
Aſﬀairs Abroad draw me from Hotne , 
and Occaſion at Home draw me back 
again : And in' ſhort, Man is born, 
lives, and dies by norhing elſe but Mag- 
netical Attrattions. - And tp conclude 
- this, Sir, I catniot forget him who ha- 
ving- at forfie time of other been ſud- . 
\ &thly curd of a little Head-ach with a 
Rofemary-Poſſer, would Tearce drink _ 
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of any thing. but © Roſemary Cans cut 
his Meat with a Roſemary Knife , and 
pick his Teeth ' with a Roſemary Sprig : 
Nay, Sir, he was fo ſtrangely rakenup 
with the excellencies of Roſemary, that 
he would needs have the Bible cleared 
of all other Herbs , and only Roſemar 
to be inſerted. I think, Sir, cncewitk- 
ſtanding this Digreſſion) ' Fam not far | 
from . my. bufineſs ; viz. that it*is vety 4 
convenient both for the Mimiffer and  : 
People, to be acquainted with variety: E 
of Matter ; and that it be delivered &- ; 
cording as there ſhall be Opportunity ; 
ſeeing that after this manner are the Z# 
milies of our Church moſt wiſely and 
gravely compoſed ; as alſo thoſe of the 
Ancient Fathers ; treating about the moſt 
conſiderable and different SubjeQts in Dz- 
vinity. + "SO rn 
Having now told you, Sir, in what 
Senſe I was againſt Prefates and Divif- 
ons ; T ſhould now proceed to whar | fol- 
lows: but becauſe it ſeems, that rhe A4»- 
fwerer having conſulted his Neighbours 
about their Texts, found ſo few of them 
like any thing, T thought fit to let him and 
you, Sir, know what abundance of £it- 
zeſſes (beſides many other dainty things) I 
F 4 happen'd 
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ppen'd+on.in one little pretty Sermay, 
-calfd rhe Wedding Ring fit for the finger, 
or the Salve of Divint'y : ou the Sore of 
Flumanity. Do you perceive, Sir, he is 
got already upon the Ropzs, before he 
e paſt the 73tle-page ; Finger and Fit ; 
Salve and: Sore ; Divinity and E{umanty. 
Bur to go on to the Smilitudes ; The 
Fext it ſelf,, indeed, was only /ike the 
Tron Gate that opened to Peter of its own 
accord ; dividing it ſelf into three parts ; 
and that-is 'enough for any one 7ext. 
Burt then 'as for Man and Wife, they 
ſhould. be like, or are like; all the 7wo's 
"that are to be found in the Bz4/e, or almoſt 
- any where elſe; Firſt Zusband and Wife ' 
+ ſhould be, as the two milch Kine, which were 
coupled together to carry the Ark of God ; 
or as two Cherubims, that looked one upon 
another, and both upon the Mercy-Seat : or 
as tbe two Tables of Stone, on each of which 
were engraved the Laws of God. But in 
fome F amiljes , Man and Wife are like 
Jeremiah's two Baskets .of Figs, one 
wery good and the other very bad; or like 
Fire and Water ; whilſt one i flaming in 
Devotion, the other is freezing in Corrup- 
tian, Fuband to the Wife 1s ſometimes 
* : like @ For e-horſe in a Team that will not 
358" Stead draw; 
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draw ; and. the Wife is oft-times tothe Flus- 
band as the Toy to the Oak, for a_ certain 
bad reaſon there given : they ſhould indeed 
be like two Candles burning together, or like 
two fragrant Flowers bound up in one Noſe- 
gay, Or like two well tun'd Inſtruments ; or 
Jaſtly, like two Springs meeting. Again, 
Fusband and Wife are as a pair of Oars, to 
row their Children aud Servants to their des 
fired Haven ; or like a Cock anda Hen both 
ſcraping to together in the duſt- heap, to pick 
up ſomething for their little Chickens ; and 
they ſhnul: be like the Image in the Looking- 
glaſs; or like an Eccho that returneth the 


voice it receiveth; or like any thing elſe. 


And thus much concerning Likeneſſes. 
Now, Sir, if you be for Slezght of hand, 
you ſhall ſee as fair urns, as ever were 
ſhewn above-board. When man was made, 
the four elements were ' taken out of their - 
elements : That's done astruly according 
to Art as old Hiccius himſelf could have 
done. Again ; Ze that made Man and all the 
reſt, made man ober all the reſt : Neat and 
cleaver as may be! Though Man had many 
Creatures to ſerve him, yet he wanted a © 
Creature t0 ſolace him. Poor Chuck, take 
a glaſs of Sack, for keeping the Letter ' 
ſo prettily ! 7houzh Men alone may be good, 


yet 
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" yet it 1s not govdl for Man to be alone. Brave, 
T profeſs | I think we had beſt rake him 
off; for he will ſpoil himſelf. Where 
there is no Generation, there can be no Re- 
generation. Better and better ; I think. 
he improves, He that made man meet for 
help, makes a meet help for man; though 
' mnen wants ſupply, yet man cannot ſupply 
his wants. But to conclude this pleaſant 
Gentleman : Though ſome have ſtyled Women 
to be like Clouds in the Sky, yet a Prea- 
cher ſhould not be filent, for thoſe who are 
falenced from Preaching. If you have a 
-mind, Sir, to fee any more of this ſancti- 
fyed Wit ; you may have it in the Non- 
fuch Chriſtian Profeſſor in his Meridian 
Splendor. Os. E 

| And now, Sir, according .to what [1 
was about before, I go on concerning 
' Quotations out of Learned Languages : 
apainſt which 1 faid nothing, when it was 
eitherneedful, or profitable ; .but ro come 
crawling .in with Ne quid, nimis, or Tgnoti 
ua cnpido, for pure Latin ſake it elf, 
is very inſignificant to thoſe that do nor. 
underſtand it ; and not mightily rejoycing 
to thoſe that do. But then ſuppoſe that 
Which is gqnoted, be very proper , ex- 
pounding, and elegant ; and out of _- F 

mo 
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. moſt Primitive Fathers : Nay though it 
be out of the Bi#/e it ſelf; 1 know not- 
to what purpoſe it is, where I am ſure 
and certain no body underſtands me}, for 
he that tells a perfe& ignorant Pariſh, 
Qzorſum ha tria perditio 2 or Faciamus hic 
tris Tabernacala. If he benot very honeſt, 
may not he impoſe upon them I” nova 
fert animns, to what purpoſe is this waſte ? 
of , Arma virumgue cano ; Let us make 
here three Tabernacles ; Without the peo- 
ple diſcovering the bad 7rayſlation : Bur 
I know the Anſwerer is of opinion, that 
there ſich a native and uncxpreſfible richs: 
neſs in ſome words, that cannot be pol- 
fibly rendred and communicated. Yes, 
there is ſo; a great richneſs and hidden 
Treaſure, and I ſuppoſe will continue fo, 
where the people do not underſtand. 
Give a Country-man one of the Ayſwe- 
rer's happily compomnded words out of Plu- 
| tarch, and you had as good give him a 
Slice of a Mi/ſtoxe, or a corner of a 
Brick. The _— indeed that can 
reliſh, and is well accquainted with the 
. haut gouſt of a lony Greek word, may, 
as he ſays, do himſelf a kindneſs, and qra- 
tifie his own anterffanding ; but the poor 
intelligent may fit with dry lips, _ 
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be ſtarved for all  Plutarch. But O, ſays 
he, p. 64. Ignorant people ought not to be 
impoſed ipon ; and. if you ſhould give them 
the Engith-without the Latin, they mizht 
ſaſpett you : and when you tell them it is 
S. Auſtin, they give great heed. And 
does not he think that they would be as 
attentive , if. he ſhould 4aptize them, 
marry them, bury them, or do any thing 
elſe to them in Latiz ? nay, might he not 
excommunicate all ſuch a Pariſh, and make 
them {mack their Lips again, telling 
themit isadelicious and comfortable place 
—_ of the Father ? or give them to ſwal- 
low down eight of the biggeſt Curſes in 
the Bzþ/e, inftead of the Beatitudes 2 I 
do'\not queſtion, but all this might be 
done. If 
We have now, Sir, very nigh done 

with Preaching : [know nothing elſe that 
the Ayſwerer is ſtill concerned for, but 
his little mollifying Sentences : as it were, 
as I may ſo fay, and with reverence be it 
ſpoken. BT here I much admire that he 
| did not quore that of 1ſazah, we hid, as 
" "2t were, our faces from him: or that in 
Leviticus, There is, as it were, a. plague 
z# the houſe. That I might bave been ut- 
rerly ruin'd, and confuted out of Scripture 
; | it 
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it ſelf. This would'have been as proper, 
and as deſtrudtive of what 1 meant, as 
his quoting againſt me that out 'of Deu- 
teronomy, my Dottrine fhall drop as the rain. 
Bur if I muſt needs trouble the world in 
relling the A»ſwerer, who they were that 
I chiefly intended ; they were thoſe who 
in the late times (and have hot as yet left 
it oft) called themſelves God's ſpecial Saints, 
his Favourites, and (as I may o ſay) his 
Intimado's, but in reality were more 
Oliver's than God's. Thoſe I meant, who 
reading of Facob's wreſtling with the An- 
gel ; and of coming boldly to the Throne off 
grace: And being putt'd up with all inward : 
pride and religious ſelf-conceit. ( which . 
they called gifts and [pzritual worth) were 
arrived to all poſlible degree of rudeneſs, 
immodeſty , and almoſt' blaſphemy in 


their Devotions and Diſcourſes of God. 


You may eafily, Sir, know them by 
this Doctrine , which ſome of them ule 
to preach upon ; wiz. That it ' was the 
peculiar privilege and prerogative of Saints, 
to be (as I may ſo ſay) ſaucy: And there- 
_ fore, ſuch as theſe, thinking themſelves 
Gods great Aſſiſtants here upon Earth, his 
ſpecial Confidents, and (as [ may fo ſay) 
Trultees of all Aﬀairs of Religion : They 
wou 
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would in their Prayers . and Sermons tell 
Ged, That they would be willing to be at 
any charge aud trauble for him ; and to 4, 
( as it were ) any kindueſs for the Lord : 
The Zard might nom truſt them , and rely 
- upon them, they ſhould not fail him ; they 
not he unmindful of his buſineſs ; 

his wark ſhould not ſtand ſtill, nor his De- 
frens be negleited : They muſt needs ſay, 
that they have formerly received ſome fas 
wours from God; aud have been (as it 
were) beholden to. the Almighty ; but they 
did not much queſtion , but they ſhould 
'- Wd ſome opportunity of making ſome - as 
 mends, for thaſe many good things, and (as 
I may ſo lay ) civilities, which they had 
received from him: Indeed, as fur thoſe 
. that are weak in the Faith, and are yet but 
Rabes in Chriſt , it is fit that ſuch ſhould 
keep at a diftauce from God, ſhould kneel 
before. him, and ſand (as I may. ſo ſay) 
' cap in hand to the Almighty : But as for 
thofe that. are ſtrong in all gifts, (aud 
rown up in all grace, and are come to a 
fulneſs and ripeneſs (or as they might 
berrer ſay , to an impudence and fauci- 
neſs) in the Lord Feſus, it is comely enough 
for them to take a great Chair, and at the 
end of the Table, and with their cock d 
{Tats 
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| Hats on their Heads , to fay, God, we 
thought it not amiſs to call upon thee this 
Evening, and to let thee know how Afairs 
fand ; we have been very watchful, fince 
' we were laſt with thee ; and things are in 
a very hopeful condition : We hope that 
thou wilt not forget us, for we are very 
thoughtful of thy Concerns : We do fome- 
what long to hear from thee; and if thou 
pleaſeft to give us ſuch,a thing (Vidory) 
we ſhall be (as I may ſo ſay) as” good to 
thee in ſomething elſe, when tt lies in our 
way, &c. And thus you ſee, Sir, what. 
frighrful ſtuff I am forced to repeat, tall” - 
bring a ſlack Anſwerer to ſome little 
knowledge of what I meant by, as 3# 
were. | my 
I am now, Sir, come to the laſt thing 
about which the A4»ſwerer is not ſatisfied, 
viz, That ſuppoſing that the Defign of my 
Letter was very honeſt ; yet the manner of 
it is ſuch, as it will do more hurt than good. 
Which if it does, I can think but of two 
ways ; cither by encouraging the Noncon- 
formiſts; or by ſetting the Lazty more a- 
oainſt the Clergy. It is poſſible there 
may be ſome few people 1a lamentably 
deceived., If+ there be, they ſhall be 
conſidered by and by in' that ſhort hone 
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which I intended ro add , wherein the 
Anſwerer will not be' concerned : But in 
the mean time, we will ſee, what reaſon 
T have given them for any ſuch miſtake 
from whar I have faid. | 
Firſt- of all, fays the Anſwerer , The 
grounds and occaſions of the contempt of 
the Clergy, though it be not a Text, yet it 
i a Theme, a weighty and ſerious Argument, 
and ought to have been han1led accordingly; 
but. the manner 'of my enquiry is too jocular, 
drolling and forvee, &c, To Which 1 
havein the firſt place to ſay, Thar al- 
*hough | think it-nor at all immodeſt to 
manifeſt my Defign, the end of thar 
being only to prove that I was, and am 
ſtill very honeſt inthe ſame ; and likewiſe 
though it be allowable to: endeavour to 
defend what I had written, this being 
only to ſignifie, ' that it was not done out 
of pure Idleneſs and Humour, but up- 
on {uch Reaſons as might be further ex- 
plained , when occaſion ſhould require : 
yer, I muſt confeſs, I am not as'yet come 
to' that degree of ſelf-conceit and con- 
fidence, as to recommend my own Words, 
. Phraſe and Style ; and I had rather the. 
-Axſwerer ſhould find 'fault'with the man- 
ner of my Expreſſion , and delight _ 
er | . 


« 
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{ef in thinking, that it is-rior ſuitabl 
to. the Subject , than® be guilty of io. 


much Folly and Impudence , as. 


Os. 


rouſly to. maintain or magnifie the ſame: - 
Only thus much, Sir, may poggbly be. 
believed by you, and perhaps by ſome 
few beſides ; that (as much. a Play as the 
Anſwerer thinks my Letter to be, let it 
be /anoramus, Selden, or any other Play,, 
I ſtand to his courteſie). I did nor pur un ' 
one idle and extravagant Word, . on pur-; 


” 


poſe to render any of the Clerg 
remptible ; but did only juſt' We. 4 


con= 


vour' 


to keep People awake till they read ir/* 
But I pray, by the 4»ſwerers leave, Who : 
are they that think it teo light and dro 
ling 2 I am afraid they are ſome that 
uſe to begin half their Sermons in the. 
Year with Belſhazzar or the like (though 
the Text, be not about' 7ribulation,. for 
then the Anſwerer has learnt us to bring 
it in very well.) And Ill tell you why, 
Sir.; I heard of a Gentleman, that liyes 
within a Mile of an Oak, who read over 
my Letter', approved of it very well 


(which is @mewhat more than] ſhould: 


ay, bur ler that go) lik'd its Deſign, be-: 


lieved and hoped it might do good ; 
verily thought the Author was innocent, - 
% G | 
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and free from all bad intentions. Ir hap- 
pehed, that afterwards he calls to Mind, 


# 


that upon ſome odd time. (it might pol- 


ſibly*be i» that great Thaw. the Anſwerer 
makes. mention of ) his 7ext. dropt or 
melted aſunder ,into its particulars : The 
Gentleman preſently takes the : Book , and 
bepinning. again, eries out aloud, Fire, 
Fire, Herefie, Rebellion ; fo that now 


you can no more get him near that Book, 


than a Colt toa Windmill. Another alſo 
] hear of, who lives not far from ano- 
ther Oak, who happening upon the fore- 


aid Lerrer, did in like manner read it, 


"and. was very reaſonably contented, and 
thought moſt of ft true : Afterwards he 
found ir out, 'that he had married to a 


_ very true and literal Abigail. Hah /! ſays 


he,” What ! are you there with your Bears? 
Come, give me Pen, Ink aud Paper.; it 1 
P of '#t.a moſt dangerous confounded Lye ; 


iis againft both the Univerſities, againſt 


both the Eouſes of Parliament, axd againſt 


all the Gentry aud Commonalty of ;the whole 
Nation. But by chance, my Cofin call d 
him, to Bed ; and he having dept , the 
Book was. pretty .true . again. by - next 
Morning. And. I ſuppoſe. Sir, you have 
ſeen a Book call'd the Friendly Debate, a 

Mg It OO ; 
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Book that ſhews a very honeſt 4uthor, be 
he who he will ; but- becauſe he mix'd a 
little pleaſantneſs with his unanſ\werable 
proofs of the folly of his 4dverſarzes ; 
hereupon preſently- muſt he be called'a 
Scoffer at Religion, a Dro upon all God- 
lineſs, a Doftor of the Stage, and I know 
not whar beſides. "RON | 
' Now, Sir, for my part, I muſtconfeſs, 
thatT am no great weigher-and mcaſurer 
of words ; I have bur one Rule, the.end 
of whichiis only to be underſtood; and 
it is very likely , that when I had'oc- 
caſion to mention ſuch toys and trifles,- 
by the uſe of which Miniſters, do ſome- 
times bring upon themſelves contempt; 
that I did not then call for a great Canopy 
and foot-cloth, and ſetting my ſelf magni- 
ficently 'in the Chair, with ſet rebuking 
countenance, and words as ſtiff as: ſteel, 
ſpeak ro the eternal diſcouragement of 
pun or quibble ; and then ſummoning toge- 
ther all the harſh Metaphors, and idle 
Similitudes of the Country ;: bid them 
all be accurſed, and for ever ſhun my pres 
ſence;and whereas they pretend. to be the glory 
of all ſenſe, and joy of the underſtanding, 
tell them they are a company of empty Raf* 
cals $ and therefore let them all be gone. 
G. 2 Pers 
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Perhaps this way might have done ; it is 
a very hard matrer to pleaſe eyery body. 
Bur, as the A»ſwerer hints, there is one 
part of my Letter, that concerns the 
Poverty of the Clergy; a Grave and 
Tragical Subje&, which ought to be lemen- 
ted, not inſulted over. 1 know not how, 
Sir, to avoid his believing , that I do 
moſt mightily pride my 1ſelf over the 
mean condition of ſome af the Clergy ; 
though I ſhould tell him never fo offen, - 
that the great deſign of my Book was to 
wiſh, that there might be no ſuch mean 
-ones to be inſulted over ; and though [I 
ſhould let him know, that I am fo far 
from any ſuch anchriſt;an humour, that 
there isnone more willing to devote part of 
his Efatefor the raiſing of their Revenue 
(if publick Authority ſhould ſo think fit) 
than my ſelf : but in the mean time whar 
have you done, 'what have you propoun- 
ded, ſays the Anſwerer , towards this ? 
Indeed I was ' not ſo light-headed, and 
fondly doting upon my undertaking, as 
ro imagine that immediately after the 
Printing of 'my Letter , the Parliament 
. ſhould reſolve themſelves into. a. Grand 
Committee ; and forthwith conſider of 
ſome preſent way ofraifing rhe —_— | 
tac 
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the meaner ſort of the Clergy : But, for 
- all char, IT am not ſo dead hearted but to- 
hope in time that ways may be thought 
of to bring about ſuch a great bleſſing to 
to this Nation ; for howloever deſpairing 
ſome may be, yer I muſt confeſs, it re- 
joyces my heart more than a little, tocall 
to mind, how the Br/hops have augmen- 
red the Yicardges in their Gifts ;- and to 
hear of ſeveral ſums of money now em- 
ployed towards the redeeming of the 
great Tythes, and to underſtand rhat there 
be many well diſpoſed People, that have 
already given back their {mpropriations 
ro the Church; and that there be others, 
that have made ſuch Purchaſes, on purpoſe 
{o to ſettle them afterwards ; and above 
all, to conſider the great care and:good 
inclinations of our preſent: Par/zament 'to- 
wards the Church; who are not only 
highly watchful to maintain the Peace, 
and preſent Rights thereof ; bur ſeem to 
be as willing, to contribute towards the 
further. Proſperity of the ſame.” I have 
not indeed propounded any way, as Was 
ſaid before ; but if you- look, Sir, into 
a learned Autr before-mentioned, you 
will there ſee a way propounded in the 
rwentieth Chapter of his late Treatiſe » 
G 3 \, And 
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And inthe meantime, ] hope I have ſaid 
- nothing to-abate the charity, or good pur- 
poſes of pious Benefa@ors.;or tofiop the al- 
ſiſting hatds/of our preſent Governcwrs. And 
I perceive the: Anſwerer: by. his Letter, 
ems nottobe much again{t what I have 
- fagd, but only does not approve. of the 
manner. of, expreſſion , and. would have 
. had.me to, haye.: pitied, lamented, and 
howled. Now,..Sir , ſuppoſe inſtead of 
{peaking .my.. mind as I did, I ſhould 
have covered. my ſelf with /ackc/oath, and 
beſprinkFd my. head with 4/bes,. and with 
mournful. and {ad countenance-, and a 
long rope 'of Ox7o0xs (to carry. on the work 
of crying) have taken a journey to viſit 
the low condition of ſome of. the Clergy; 
and ſhould have. gone about with a Be/ 
and a toneas doleful as the may that uſes 
to carry it ; and have cryed, alas! alas! 
poor Gentleman, your Houſe is ready to - 
fall,. and your Glee is very narrow, and 
fomewhat ſhort. - Alas! alas! here take 
an 07 ; Tam come to cry with you this 
evening, and to.-bewail your- misfortunes 
and mean circumſtances. This is the way 
Indeed to kill the poor Anifier befote 
_ the-following: Sunday, and to make W:- 
dows apace ; bur what good el({e it ſongs 

| 0, 
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do, I know not: Or perhaps the A»ſwpr- 
er would have had me to ' have drawn'a 
Scheme of a {mall Benefice, and have*de- 
- monſtrated, that a Family of ſix or ſeyen 
cannot be honourably maintained” "with 
twenty or thirty pounds a year ; indo | 
putting down 4. and B. for the MinifFer 
and his Wife, three or four of the follow- 
ing Letters for the Children, and an. 
for the Yicaridge, have ſcientifically proved . 
that 4. B..C. and the; reſt that  follsw, 
would eaſily eat up, and wear out more 
than Y. if they had it. Indeed, although 
T was not in all places thus Mathemetzcal- 
ly grave and ſerious ; yet, 'where it Was 
needful, I was more conſiderate than the 
Anſwerer perhaps may imagine ; and did. 
not frame: and deviſe more inconveniences, 
than the world is ſenfible -of; and where 
it was requiſite, I reckon'd up and well 
weigh'd all circumſtances. Although I 
did not uſe a: Quadrant to take the 
height of every YVicaridge Chimney, nor 
caſt up exatly how many /fraws a dili- 
gent Starling, might carry away in a day, 
if the Bird roſe early in the Morning. 
And notwithſtanding the 4»ſwerer thinks 
me ſo wofully and exceedingly hyperbolical ; . 
yet as to the number of ——_ of whipcord, 
i G 4 | and 
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and. the dilapidation inſlraments, 1 was 
 yery near the borders of ſtrict, Gram- 


_  matical and ſober Truth, thac | know. a 
Divine, on this ſide the ' Line, who was 


almoſt reac iy to {et on atiother lock upon 
-his $:udy door , to ſecure his whipcord 


Fl 


from that Feſuitical Plot, that he percei- 


ved my Letter had againſt it: And, if 


need Wete , I could tell him of another, 
thinks my Letcer wholly written 
ainſt his filling the Tumbrel, though 
ere be ſome other things lily pur in to 


« | 


| dif] iſe the buſineſs; and many more 
ſuch Stories 1.could tell you : For you 
_- Know, Sir, / my manner of Life and Pro- 


Fſſion oft-times calls me into Company, 
where People. ( as ſure as the Anſwerer 
thinks he has got me) talk very freely 
of my Letter , when they think the A4u- 


thor is many Miles off. And the other 
\ ' Day, I was Sir, in a Place, whereI 


heard that ſome People ( beſides the 4- 


 fierer) were angry ; but for. what, they 


profefied they could nor tell ; and a- 
mongſt the reſt , I niuſt be asked, Whe- 
ther I had obſerved any Hurt in the 
Book > To which I anſwered (ir not be- 
ing convenient at that time to be mo- 


dir, 


EMT. >. 
Sir, I began to think a little. with my 
ſelf upon what grounds any one ſhould 
be diſfarisfied ; and I conſidered, that the 
things that I did repreſent as idle, uſclels, 
or. blameable, are either in themſelves 
really ſo, or not; if they be, and Peo- 
ple be convinced thereof, it is far more 
Manly and Chriſtian to abate- or forlake 
them, than to be angry for nothing ;-but 
if ſo be I have undervalued Expreſſions 
that are rich and precious, and. diſliked 
things that are very commendable or al- 
lowable ; I ſuppoſe People are nor ſuch 
Fools as to run after my idle Fancy, and 
ro fear my Diſpleaſure : Let them go on, 
Tam miſtaken, and there's an. end-of -it. 
And. he that thinks it his beſt and fare/t 
way always to begin with 4dam, let 
him, if he pleaſe, begin with the. Pre- 
adamites ; I do not intend to quarrel. 
And he that judges it convenient and 
ſaving, to trifle and quibble in; his. Ser- 
on, let him do it alſo in his Prayer (if 
he be ſo reſoly'd) and take along with 
him a pair of Zawks Bells, if the Ru-- 
brick will allow of it ; Tll aſſure him I 


will not write againſt him , for I have 


done. In like manner, if any. Man be 
determined againſt being Rich , and is 
offended 


\ 
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offended at me for wiſhing him the great 
Tythes, let him ſtay where he is; for T' 
do not intend to; get a Writ to the She- 
riff, to force him into a better Prefer- 
ment ; and if there be any one that will 
not: have his Dazry increaſed ,' but will 
dote upon the {weet Society of his ſingle 
Cow ; if he be fo ſet upon her, let him 
take his Pleaſure ſtill, and fetch her up 
daily, and ſometimes. kjſs her (as the 
old Woman did, when ſhe ſaid, every one 
as "they like.) But in my Opinion, a 
{mall Zaity Boy, although he cannot re- 
duce a 'Sy/logiſm, nor knows any thing 
atall of the firſt Ten Perſecutions, may 
do the buſineſs as well ;: if ſhe be nor 
. very curſt and bad tempered. And if, 
after this, any body be -ſtill angry , ler 
him: hold off a little before he raves, 
and” conſider, that I am not ſo dajnty 
mouth'd, as that I muſt have Diſcourles * 
— purpoſely provided for my own curioſti- 
ty and {queamiſhneſs ; becauſe, Sir, you 
may very well remember, . that what 1 
hinted at in my former, were not things 

_ of. my own diſliking ; but as [told you, 
were generally diſpleaſing. And indeed, 
in my firſt Lezter, I did rather make it 
my buſineſs, to give a ſhort cs of 
FEY. what 
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what was derided or blamed, than ſtu- 
died 'ro. invent .or complain of what 
might be repreſented unprofitable or ri- 
diculous. 314 rs; 

And though the A4»ſwerer may think, 
Sir, that I have made 'it my buſineſs e- 
ver ſince Forty 'I'wo, to liſten at: Church 
Windows, or taking the pretence of my 
Briefs togo amongſt. them ; or to em- - 
ploy my diligent Fadtors in ſeveral Coun- 
ies, or to ranſack all the Sermons that 
have been Printed ſince the Reformat7on, 
to -get together ( as he lays, Page 67.) 
Twenty or Thirty paſſages, not Accurate or 
Scholar-like', and to: repreſent theſe with 
all poſſible diſadvantage , to the difpa- 
ragement of the Clergy , yet he and the 
World may know, that this was: ſo far 
_ from my Employment or' Intentions , 
that I had quite finiſh'd what I defign'd 
in my firſt Letter, before I thought ir 
convenient to inſert ſo much as any ' one 
Story ; and however. harſh , unkind or 
diſingenuous I have been before, yer l 
will now be ſo civil, as not to ſay what 
liecle pains I was at , or how few Books 
I ſearch'd into, to furniſh my felf- with 
fit ahd proper Inſtances to- explain my 
meaning. And I cannot help it, if ſome 

| | . Of 
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of the ' politick (thoſe I mean that are 
loth' to part with ſome+ dearxeſſes or o- 
ther that they uſe in their Preaching) go 
along with. the Arſwerer in cenſuring 
whar I' did,” as an untimely and unhope- 
ful attempt : But'I profeſs, I have fo 
lietle $kill in the nicery of: Seaſons, and 
critical ripeneſs of Books , that. I know 
not. of one Line, but might be Printed 
as well in Seventy, as in Seventy One. 
If indeed what T- {aid 7, * had been ſome 
mighty ſecret of State, and known on- 
ly to: the Privy Council, the. Anſwerer 
and my ſelf, we- poſſibly out of -our 
reaching prudence, and well-weigh'd de- 
terminations, had reſolved not to de- 
clare as yet," but to lock up things, that 
ordinary 7 radeſmen perceive and com- 
plain of, and that even Children of Ten 
Years of Age, obſerve and make ſport 
with ; is doubtleſs one of the great | /»- 
trigues thar ſpring forth from the very 

inwards of Policy, - I go ſuppoſe, to 
hear a Sermon, where there be Five Hun- 
 dred. or a Thouſand People; and the 
Miniſter out of Imprudence , bad Edu- 
cation , : or ſome other Misfortune, hap- 
pens to ' think. of - very ſtrange Meta- 
phors, or to- make uſe of very bad 
Tales, 
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Tales, Similitudes, or the like :: Mum, 
fay I to my ſelf; [ intend to bave all 
that, no body elſe ſhall- haye one Tictle 
of it: But perhaps, ' before. the People 
get out of ts Church-Tard, they- begin 
to repeat ; and. the Secret-that I. deſign- 
ed for my own private cenſure,.;by. the 
next Morning 1s gotten all. about the 
Town. - Or ſuppoſe-I am acquainted. with 
ſome of the Clergy, whoſe Condition is 
ſo-very low and diſconſolate, that.they 
are forced to. run up: and down half the 
Week, to procure a:Pari/ſh-meeting ,' to 
pick 'up or borrow Three or Four Shil- 
= ; or are almoſt ready to pawn their 
Bibles ſometimes, to get a little of the 
Anſwerers that ſame, to go. to, Market: © 
This likewiſe by all means muſt be con- 
cealed, becauſe of the A»ſwerer's old ob- 
ſervatjon, A/ things that are true, are not 
to be ſaid at all. tres, te bh 
And now,. Sir, I was juſt -going to 
ſay, that I had done with the. Anſwerer ; 
which could I ſay with a ſafe Conſcience, 
ir--were the. happieſt thing that. I haye 
faid rheſe, Twelve Months ; but. I, muſt 
not. ſcape {o - - For- after I had ſpent the 
prime of my. Strength, and waſted my 
beſt Spirirs amongſt Greek and Latn, 
- Prefaces 
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. Prefaces and Diviſions, Metaphors and $i 
militudes','' and: many other ſuch like 
Enemies; up ſtarts a'freth and dapper 
Gentleman, call'd a Poſtſcript : Dear Sir, 

I know not wherher' eyer I ſhall write 
to you'-again.; therefore' let me beg ir 
of you 'for- once , as you value your 
own Reputation ,” your Eſtate , your 
_ Health; Life and Liberty, and the wel- 

_ fare of +your Relations:, for the future 
beware” of -:Poftſcripts ;- you never felt 
the ſturdy Blows, the' ſharp Thrufts, and 
the deep Wounds that fuch an Adverſary 
gives.:1- know, Sir, your Temper in- 
clines' you' to bold- and-'great things ; 
.and it is not a Letter, and a Letter 
too,'-that «can eaſily- afright you : But 
yet | beg it once again, that you reckon 
a: Poſtſcripe' the moſt dangerous of al! 
Aﬀter-claps. As for Appendixes , Corol- - 
laries , Supplements ;* Conclufions , Conti- 

_ wuatzons, and ſuch like ſmall Shot, theſe 
are not to be *dreaded ; but when a 
Letter comes tail'd with a Poſtſcript, _ 
and * concerning Abigazl too, that ' takes + 
you off - juſt *in- the middle. What'a ' 
Foot was I; - that 'I could not as well 

have par. in "Bette or Bidde, Suſan-or 
Sarah*; but” muſt * make * the Apſwerer- 
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angry, and put. in-Abzgazl ;. or if, Thad 
put her in, what had-I to do to'trouble 
my ſelf concerning the Chaptain's fitting 
ſo cloſe to-her ? Is.it' to be expected thar 
every Gentleman: ſhould maintain Two 
Tables, to keep them at a diſtance 2? or 
that he ſhould keep a Servant' on-pur- 
poſe to watch private Winks, "treading 
upon Zoes-, twitching - of __ or 
breaking of Merry-thoughts under-board 2 
And is theresany+thing 'more natural, 

| than for prettineſſes to begat looking, 

' and for /ooking to begat admiration? and 
what if asmiration and. love together, - 
afterwards beget a YicaridgeÞ F hope'a | 
Chaplain that has been true, truſty and- 
ſerviceable, if Preferment falls, may de- 
ſerve before a. Stranger. Well; ſee T 
was a Fool, and there's an end of-it. 'But 
for all thar, {I believe the Gen:Jemen have 
not as yer laid. their Swords in" Oy/,* nor 
rrimm'd up their Fire-Locks; as the Poſt- 
ſeript adviles ; for. they have ſent 'me 

word that they love me, -and underſtand 

1 - me; and'that the-Avuſwerer'is out of his 

"With whom I -am ſo perfectly tired, 

chat] can ſcarceiſee - his Book, but thar 

I am preſently ready 'to fall aſleep. * =o : 
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char miſundexſtands bur now and than, 


or. Where there is any.;pretence or ground 
for it, is. very pardonable ; but to 
doit: through - and through , from. his 


very« Preface to his:Paſtcript ; nay, even 


as far as-Dr. Fegou's verſes upon the Scho- 


lax: of Bennet (Colledge, is fo very extra- 


; and humorſom , that it 1s ſcarce 


ro be endured; and for. all this trouble 


that he has put me to, he rhinks he hath 


"made: me. abundant ſaitsfaction, in not 


quelling me, or in not dealing with me 


 as-ſome ſharp and ſevere Anſwerer might 


have done ; :4«t bas: (as he. ſays, p. 83. ) 


 diſcours'd with me. all this while as with 


@-;ftranger, 'and . has very. little betray d 
that be has any knowledge of me. Where- 
as: had he not becn very. ſparing and 
courteous , he could: have' blaſted - my 
credid., and: for ever, wounded my repu- 

tion : He could have told the World , 
* That my, great Grandfather. to his 
* knowledge ,. was. a very. turbulent 
* fellow in Queen Elizabeth's reign; and 


'* ajards, might. have. ſucceeded in their 
* invaſion; That my great Uncle by. my 


: on 


, 4 * 4 « 4 


ow: 


*X 


. 
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* upon ſome finall prejudice that he 
© had conceived againſt Xing Fames ; that 
© my neareſt Relations, in the late 
* times, were moft of them Church- 
& Robbers, SequeFFrators, and. Exciſe-men ;; 
« and that one of them in particular , 
* was intimately acquainted with Brad» 
*« ſhaw and Treton; that I my elf was 
© born in the moſt quarrelſome and 
© {editious 7owy in all the Natzon; and 
* thar I would not ſuck of any body 
*-bur of a peeviſh and ſchiſmatical Narſe, 
« nor eat any mz/k, but fuch as came 
* from a kicking and il/naturd Cow; that 
« {ſo ſoonas I could climb up a chair 
«© or ſtool, my only delight was to tear 
« Bibles, and all good Books apicces ; 
« and afterwards (as I grew able) to 
** pull down the Church-yard-pales to_ 
« let in the Zogs, to root out new bu- 
* ried people out of their Graves ; that 
*© I did not care for robbing - any mans 
** Orchard, or plucking any mans Geeſe, 
* ©* but the Hinifers; thatT had a /:zrle one, 
« privately out at Nygſe, by that time 
* I was cighteen years of age ; and that 
* I gave Five and Six-pence a Week , 
© beſides Soap, Starch and Candle ; his 


** Name was Bel/hazzar,and hehad brown 
Hair*3 
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* Hair ; and ſo on and on I went, - with 
* conſtant and peculiar ſpight againſt 
* Minifters, till, to the diſcredit of our 
* Church , I writ the Contempt of the 
* Clergy. After this ſort, Sir , might 
the Anſwerer have dealt with me, ſup- 
poſing he would have been ſevere, and 
raken notice that he was acquainted with 
me ; bur ſuppoſe Sir, that his zforma- 
7i0n fails him , and that the perſon he 
writes againſt,may either be of the Houſe 
of Commons, one of the Life-guard, a 
Builder of Ships, or a High Conſtable ; 
then let me rell him, that if I be one 
_ of all thoſe (which I am, for ought he 
does know , or ever ſhall know) that 
he has loſt almoſt all the eighty firſt page, 
and abundance more up and down his 
Book : For whereas he there adviſes me 
to get a Licenſe to be. Univerſity Preach- 
er, to ſet up a running Lefture, to call to- 
gether the neighbouring Miniſters , to 
learn them to preach without Preface , 
Diviſion, Inferences, or the like; it had 
been altogether as proper for him (unleſs 
he had known me better) to bid me 
cock my Gun, prime my pan, face about to 
the right, or to have {et me to any other 
employment, - till he had cen more 

{ure, 


*— 
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ſure, where I dwelt, or how I ſpent my 
time : For why ſhould any. trouble 
themlelves to enquire after me , for 1 
am very well, thank God, and wiſh all 
mankind ſo. Burt I know it is the hus» 
mour of rhe A»ſwerer , and ſome few 
more, to believe things ro be true and 
falſe , according to the Authors age, 
bulk, profeſſion, complexion, and. Coun- 
ty. Such athing, ſays one, i8 as plain, 
and evident as may be, if the Author 
lives at London ; bur if at 7ork ; in my 
opinion he is ſomewhat obſcure ; and 
remove him but 'tro Durham, and he is - 
the greateſt /yar in the world, next unto 
the huge one himſelf. Yes truly, ſays ano- 
ther, that may poſlibly be ; nay, I can 
{carceſee how it can be otherwile, if he 
were not ſo very fat and ancient; and 
for ought any body knows, the Author 
iS as thin as a Wafer, and neyer did as 
yer lce fifty. 

Bur as I ſaid before, Sir, I am quite 
tired, and have nothing more to ſay to 
the Anſwerer, but only to let him know, 
That had it not been for the ſakeof that 
little. which is now to follow, I had been 
ſo rude and unmannerly ro him, and (o 
very kind to my ſelf, as not to haye taken | 
2 any 
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any notice of what he had written. And 
indeed, before I go any further, I muſt 
ſolemnly beg pardon of every one that 
hath read his A»/wer, for ſeeming ſo far 
_ to ſuſpe&t their Judgments, as ro go a- 
bout to point and dire&t to miſtakes, 
that lie ſo thick and obvious 3 and ha- 
Ving obtained that, Sir, I hope alſo, that 
where your ſelf, or any other Reader , 
ſhall find'your ſelves very much grieved, 
- With the trifling and ſmall entertainment 

- Which this ſecoud Letter only affords, 
that you will attribute ſome part of ir 
tothe ſlenderneſs of that ſtuff, which the 
Anſwerer gave me to deal with, as well 
as to my great indiſcretion in undertak- 
ing it. And ſo farewel Anſwerer for this 
year, and all that ſhall follow. 

 Andthus, Sir, I have briefly fhewn, that 
as it was altogether againſt my deſign, to 
bring any of the Clergy into contempr, 1o 
I have ſaid nothing, nor after ſuch a man- 
ner, as ſhould by any Reſons be concluded 
to do the ſame ; bur 'if there be any ſo 
weak,and fo regardleſs as to miſtake me ; 
they are either ſome of the giddy and. 
foft-headed Nomconformiſts, or {ome of 
the idle and inconſiderable Laizy. 


As 


— 
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As for the firſt, who think themſelves 
the only Saints of the Age, and to be 
how in chains for Chriſt, and his cauſe: 
Let me tell them, that they have no rea- 
ſonat all to rejoyce at my firſt Letter, 
becauſe they there find, that ſuch is the 
 imprudence + or unhappineſs of ſome of 
the Clergy, as ſometimes to occaſion their 
own contempt. For if they pleaſe ro exa- 
mine again what is there written, they 
will then perceive their dear Brethren to 
be as much concerned as any body elſe, 
and to have as great a ſhare in thoſe in- 
ſtances that are produced out: of idle 
Sermons : But I did not ſet zhew out by 
themſelves upon two accounts .; Firlt, 
becauſe till they do conform, care is ta- 
king by Authority,that they may not pub- 
lickly render the Miniſtry conremptible 
by their ridiculous Preaching. And in the 
next placc, becauſe all their fooleries, 
idleneſfles and inſignificant canting, are {o 
peculiarly and faithfully ſet forth in the 
 forementioned Þriendly debates, that I 
could ſcarce think of any thing that 
could beadded ; but, becauſe thoſe rea- 
ſons I find were not ſufficient, and that 
| hear that ſome of them ſay, /* is now 
very plain, how the world is altered, and 
| = 2- what 
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what Jamentable preaching and trifling there 
7s, now they are filenced : therefore be- 
cauſe I would not have ?/em too much 
ſpoiled and exalted, in thinking them- 
ſelves the only poor remarn of peop'e, 
that can diſpenſe the word profitabiy , 
and ſpeak ſenſe, rhetoric and godlineſs ; 
they may pleaſe ro believe it, that if [ 
had thought they would have been ſo 
miſtaken , I could have found our as 
many follies and extravagancies, in one 
days time, out of their Sermons and 
Diſcourſes, as in a week any where elſe. 
To tel! Stories, you know, Sir, is end- 
leſs and tedious ; but however, for once 
I muſt beg leave tobe a little trubleſome, 
that what I now faid, ſome body elſe 
may believe befides my ſelf. There is 
therefore ove now amongſt : them, who is 
counted one of their moſt precious fafferers, 
and a moſt healing inſtrument; who is fo 
full of idle phanftes, metaphors, fimilitudes, 
and all ſuch like frothy diſparaging ſtuff; 
that you may ſet him aimoſt againſt 
twenty of the moſt imprudent conforming 
Preachers,that are to be iound amongſt us. 
Of his rich vein of w3z,I ſhall only give you 
one inſtance; which is upon that of the 
Pſalmiſt, But his delight is in the Law of 

0h the 
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the Lord. Where he obſerves that every 
word has its emphaſis, and therefote he 
begins with the firſt word, BUT, Ths 
BUT, ſays he, zs full of ſpiritual wane ; 
we will broach it, and taſte a little;then pro- 
ceed. He had better have ſaid, it was: .* 
full of ſpiritual cakes, or precious ſtones : 

For this But will hold no more Wzze, than 
a Net or a Sieve; and one had as good 
g0 about to hroach one of them, as this 
But : Or if he would have made the thing 
credible, he ſhould have ſaid, rhat this 
But is a Hogs-head full of ſpiritual wine ; 
(as one did that repeated it out of the 
Author) then you know, Sir, it is as plain 
and pollible as may be, and we might 
have broached preſently : But of all 
things, I ſhould have been moſt pleaſed, 
if for once he would have ſpoken in La- 
tin ; and told us, that this ſed or veram, 
enim, vero, is full of ſpiritual wine; For 
then the wit would have been more ad- 
mired for lying a great way off. I ſup- 
poſe I need not go on, Sir; you cannot 
but be ſufficiently ſatisfied concerning 

the great ſtretch of his fancy. . I might 
alſo, Sir, ſeeing that we have fet him 4- 
broach (as he will have it) give you juſt 


a taſte of his Metaphorical faculty, What 
H 4 think 


a © 
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think you of a Cheſt or Cupboard of 
truth? or of the Rain-bow of juſtice? Mercy 
turns Fuſtice into a Rainbow ; the Rain-bow 
is a Bow indeed, but hath uo Arrow nm it. 
Here tl:2 Author was doubie happy ; 
Metaphor , and Wit into the bargain . 
Or what think you of ſweeping the Walks 
of the heart ; or of Prayer being a ſpiri- 
tual Leech ; and of throwing in the augle of 
Prayer, and fiſhing for mercy 2 Or laſtly, 
Whar think you of God's laying the foul a 
whitening 2 Do you not think, Sir, that 
it would very much alter the countenance 
of the Waſhmaid, to find two or three 
| large ſouls bleaching amongit her /znnen ? 
Bur to ſpeak the truth of it, the peculiar 
knack, zift and glory of this Gen:leman, 
conſiſt chiefly in making of /ikneſſes ; 
in which he is ſo lucky, and tranſcendent- 
Iy accompliſhed , that in a ſmall 7reatiſe 
of his, called a ChrifFian on the ' Mount : 
ina very ſhort time, I found Meditation 
to be like almoſt a hundred ſeveral 
things. 

In the firſt place, Meditation is like a 
withdrawing-Room ; we are very well 
ſatisfied, if he will not carry us much 
further: then he calls us out to viftuals, 
and after that, Meditations is like chews 


ing 
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ing of the Cud : now we muſt walk A- 
broad , aud Meditation is like climbing 
up into a tree ; but” if that be nor hi 

enough, zt is like a Mount or a high Tower ; 
bur if we have got any ſtrain with c/zmbing, 
Meditation is like going into a Bath : And 
if after bathing we grow hungry again, 
and faint, Heditatzon is the palate 6b 
which we feed; and immediately afrer, it 
is like 1ſraels eating of Manna: And five 
lines after , /ike a Cordial to be drunk 
down: So that in a very little compals, 
Meditation is climbing, bathing , taſting, 
eating , drinking and chewing the cud. 
Within two or three pages after , the 
Chrift;an is to take the Air again, and 
to be mounted, but not ſo high as before, 
but upon a fiery Steed ; and then Medita- 
tion is the Chriftian's curbing bit ; and 
I know not well how it comes about, but 
7t-is alſo like a powerfu# Loadſtone ; and for 


all that, the next Line, z? zs /ihe a Cork 


!0 a Net. And ſoon after, like diſtilling 
of Waters, and like beating of Incenſe ; 
but now we go far and deep, and Med;i- 


tation is like dizging ſpiritual Gold out of 


the Mine of the Promiſes ; but we ſoon 
come above ground again for a little 
while, and Meditation is like digging a- 


Our 
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bout the Roots of a Tree ; but down a- 
gain preſently, for Meditation is like dig- 
ging in the Mine of Ordinances. We had 
not been in this Me as yet, we had 
only digg'd in the Mine of the Promiſes 
before : But I am afraid, Sir , you will 
ſay you have enough ; if not, we go 
on. And Meditation is like the Selvidge, 
which keeps the Cloth from rovelling ; or 
like a Hammer that drives the Natl to 
the Head ; or like rubbing a Man ina © 
Swoon ; or like a Bee ſucking out of the 
Flower of Truth preacht, and working it 
in the Hive of the Heart. Furthermore, 
Meritation is the ballaſt of the Heart , 
the Bellows of the Aﬀe@ions ; and the Hen 
that hatcheth good Aﬀe@ions ; and like 
the Sails of the Ship , notwithſtanding 
that it was like the Ba/aſt juſt now: But 
I ſuppoſe the Author does not mean the 
ſame Ship he meant before, but ſome o- 
ther. But ſuffer me I pray, Sir, to put 
theſe Grapes once more into the Preſs (as 
an Acquaintance of his ſays in a Sermon) 
Meditation 1s like going to Plough , like 
Oyl to the Lamp, like aGun full of Powder 
(but Prayer without Paith, is like a Gun 
diſcharged without a Bullet) like wet Tin- 
der, like a Whip, like a Proſpeftive Glaſs, 
| / a 
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a golden Ladder, a Dove, a Touchſtone, a. 
ſpiritual Index. It was juſt now the 


Oy1, but he holds not long in the ſame 
Mind , for now it is the Lamp zt ſelf, 
that is to be fed with the Nyl of Reading ; 
but then joyn it with Examination, and 
it is like the Sun on the Dial. And laſt- 
ly, joyn it with pradtzce, and 2t js like a 
pair of Compaſſes. 

And now, Sir, am I not as good as 
my word ? have I not ſhewn you a man, 
that is very fruitful and precious 2 Is ir 
. poſſible to be weary, where there is ſuch 
variety of fancy 2 He begins with you 
at home, then calls you abroad ; brings 

ou hack again, then out at Sea, then 
for the Judies, carrying you into Mines, 
ſeveral Mines, Promiſe-Mines , and Or- 
dinance-Mines ; this muſt needs be melt- 
F114 and difſolvinr. AndI queſtion nor, 
as this Gentleman leads us through a 
oreat part of mechanick and natural Phy- 
/oſoph;, {o, had he thought of it, and 
been but ata little more leiſure, his fancy 
could have made Meditation like all the 
Ananals in Geſner, and all the Plants in 
Gerrard ; for ſome {mall reaſon, or pret- 
ty report or other ; For when his hand 

was in, what had itbeen for him to have 


{aid, 
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(aid, that Meditation is like an Offrich, 
a  Pheaſant-cock, or a Robin-red-breaft : 
or like a Whale, a Pike, or a Gudgeon ? 
for [do not at all doubt but that avery ſmall 
Trventor may deviſe as good a reaſon for 
all thoſe. /;keneſſes, as he that ſaid, that 
Faith was like a Flounder, that laid a 
Chriftian flat upon the Promiſes. 

After him comes another Bartholomew 
Gentleman, with a huge hamper of Pro- 
miſes , and he falls a trading with his 
Promiſes, and applying of Promiſes , 
and reſting upon Promiſes, that we can 
hear of nothing but Promiſes : Which 
trade of Promiſes he {o ingroſs'd to him- 
ſelf, and thoſe of his own Congregation, 
that in the /ate t1mes he would not fo 
much as iet his near X7inſmen, the . Pres- 
byterians, to have any dealing with the 
Promiſes : And to forward this trade of 
Promiſes, the poor deceived creatures 
muſt be lately abuſed with a new ſort of 
Concordance, by Y. P. conſiſting of Com- 
mands , Threatninzs and Promiſes ; and 
beſides,. leſt people ſhould take hold of, 
and apply a curſe inſtead of a Zeſſing, 
and a threatning inſtead of a Promiſe, 
they are all ſet forth with their particular 


merks : So that now I ſuppoſe, the trade 
of 
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of Promiſes will ſuddenly hereupon be 
much amended , and grow ſtrangely 
quick and lively. And to be ſhort (be- 
cauſe this Gentleman has been ſufficient- 
ly taken notice of, by a late worthy 
Author except it be idle preaching a- 
bout experiences , diſpenſations , manife- 
ations, diſcoveries, improvements, pled- 
ges, priviledges , and prerogatives ; out= 
goings , ingoings and returns, and ſuch 
like ſenſeleſs, inſignificant, cantzug words 
and phraſes ; there is ſcarce any thing 
to be found in him, or any of thoſe that 
are admirers of his way. 

And, as this ſo much admired oxe 
has a peculiar trade in Promiſes, ſo others 
there be, who are very much for trafick- 
ing with Chriſt : And in, the /ate times, 
we may remember what a ſubtile 7rade 
was driven this way, and what a perfet 
Merchandize they made of Chrift , and 
what abundance of eminent holders forth 
of Chriſt and his Cauſe, were ſent into 
the Country to tell Chriſt for Spoons, 
Bodkins and Thimbles : But amonglt all 
thole that were then employed, none 
ever was found to make to very good a- 
return of Chriſt as H. P. was obleryed 
to do; for he could preſently call the 

People 
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People together, and tell chem, © That 
* he heard at Zo»don, that they were 
*« without Chri/t, and he came on pur- 
* poſe to bring them Chri/t , and what 


© a great deal of Money he was offered 


* upon the Road for Chriſt, bur he was 
* reſolved to part with Chriſt to no 
« body , till the Beloved thar he was 
< preaching to, had had the refuſal ofhim ; 
* and if they did intend to trade. with 
* him, they muſt down with their Duſt 
* inſtantly : for to his Knowledge, the 
* Papiſts did offer a very vaſt Sum of 
* Money for Emnzland's Chriſt ; .and 
© therefore , | if they did not make all 
* poſſible haſt to ſend in their Plate and 


: © Jewels, he would be ſoon ſhip'd, and 


* carried away to Rowe. But may ſome 
« ſay, What if cruel Cavalzer ſhould 
* come, would not then our Chriſt be 
« in great danger, ' after all our coſt and 
*« charges, might not he plunder us of 
« our Chriſt? No: Cawalter indeed is 
* cruel, and may get away your fhoul- 
* der of Mutton, may get away your 
* Children , may get away your Wife, 
« and may get away your very Bz#/e , 
* and he may come allo for your Chriſt, 
* bur he cannot get away your Chris; 

©" 
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* for Chriſt is yours, and he is Gods; and 
** therefore down with your Money. Ido 
not ſay thar- all that were ſent forth then 
ro repeat the word Chriſf, (for that was 
then, and is ſtill by many called preach- 
ing of Chriſt) did carry along with them 
{uch knaviſh Intentions ; bur ſure I am, 
that the vain repetition of ſuch good 
Words, is {till too often that which the 
Nonconformiſts call powerſul Preaching ; 
when as there is nothing ar all that is 
meant by themſelves, or can be under- 
ſtood by their Zearers. And this made 
Biſhop Tayler ſay in his Epiſtle to the 
Pins before his ſhort Catechiſm, Thar 
a plainCatechiſm doth more inſtru a Soul, 
than a whole days prate which ſome daily 
ſpit forth, to bid Men get Chriſt, and 
perſecute his Servants ; for he was very. 
well aware, that theſe great Zealots that 
ralk ſo much of Chri/t and his Tztereſt, 
were as forward to Cheat, Steal , or 
commit any Villanies, as thoſe that 
had never heard of Chriſt, or the Do- 
Arine that he preached. And indeed, I 
had now taken very little notice of what 
was then done amongſt them , if that 
idle, empty and inſignificant Preaching 
had ceas'd with the Times ; bur {till 1 

find 


ah 
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find People ſo ſtudious to deceive, and 
ſo willing to be deceived, that ſuch. 
prattle amongſt many, ſtill bears the 


. Name of the only ſaving, powerful and 


edifying Preaching. And indeed, though 
I will not accuſe every one of that Par- 
ty, thav now ſtand ſeparated from us, of 
the utmoſt extravagancies of theſe Fol- 


| lies ; yet I am very certain, that the 


greateſt part; or at leaſt the moſt fa- 
mous and prevailing amongſt them, are 


1{o generally addicted to canting, infrg- 


niftcant Phraſes, and tedious 7 autologzes, 
that ſhould we compare their continual 


Religious Nonſenſe, with the indiſcretions 


of the Conformiſts , theſe would appear 
tolerably Sober and Wary Rherori- 
C1ans. | 

| And this is fo plain from what has 
been already mentioned, that very little 
need to be {aid further ; bur only it hap- 


pens that I have now by me, a Book 


call'd Apples of Gold for young Men and 


young Women ; a Book fo famous among(t 


them, that it has to my Knowledge 
deceived the World to no lefs than Eight 
Editions ; and yet when we look into 


it (notwithſtanding the Subject is very 
large and profitable) we ſhall there find 


little 
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little beſides Chri/ft, the Soul, Conſcience, 


Faith, and ſuch like very good words, 


over and over repeated to very ſmall 
purpole, and as often uſher'd in with an - 
engaging and crying Introduction , of 
Ah! young Men ; and ſometimes, Ah! 
young Men and Women, It is all one, 
Sir, where you open the Book, his Rhe- 
torical Humour is ſo very much the 
ſame. Ah! (ſays he, Page 181.) young 
Men, young, Men , if you muſt needs be 
leaning, then lean upon precious Promiſes, 
lean upon the Rock that is higher than your 
ſelves, lean upon the Lord Feſus Chriſt, as 
John did-; John leaned much (Joh. 21.20.) 
and Chriſt loved him much. Ah ! lean upon 
Chriſt's Wiſdom, lean upon his Power, lean 
upon his Purſe , lean upon his Eye ,. lean 
upon his Righteouſneſs, lean upon his Blood, 
lean upon his Merit. Now, Sir, we well 
underſtand and know the meaning of 
Chriſt's Wiſdom, Power , Righteouſneſs , 
and the like ; but to make a huge clat- 
tering of Chriſt, and a long empty tattle 
of Leaning, and to make People ſigh 
and cry by mere repetition of Scripture 
 Words,. when perhaps there is little fur- 
ther ſign of Senſe, than ſhaking of the 
Head, and wringing of Hands, has much 

| more 


\ 


Oy 


» more in it of popular Deceit, than popular 


Rhetorick : Burt having ſer out with the 
word Lean , for the fine figarative noiſe 


| and ea/ineſs together, that is to be con- 


tinued as long as Lungs can hold, never 
minding to what it is joynd, or how 
it is applied. And whence do you think, 
Sir, came all this idle rant about /caning ? 
only from John's being placed next to 
our Savzour at Supper , and laying his 
Head or Elbow in his B»ſom ; therefore 
young Men , if they would be leaning, 
they muſt 747 their ZZeads into our Sa- 
viour's Parſe, and put their Elbows into 
his Eyes. And from this place of Scrip- 
ture alone, ariſe all their inſignificant 
canting, about a Believer's /eaning. and 
rolling upon Chriſt, ir being no where 
ciſe mentioned in the whole New 7eſta- 
ment ; but only where it is ſaid, that Fa- 
cob leaning upon the top of his Staff. And 
as he here runs away with the Word 
leaning ; 10 the very ſame Method he 
uſes for any thing elſe , that he ſhall 
happen upon. Ir 1s ſaid you know Sir, 
Mal. 1.14. Curſed be the Decezver which 
hath in his Flock a Male, and yet offereth 


' fo the Lord a corrupt thing. Upon which, 
. Lnmediately follow ; 4h! young Men and 


Women 


[ Ix9 ] 
FWomen ( who are like the Almond Tree) 
you have many Males" in your Fiocks, your 
Strength is a Mate in the Flock, your 
Time is a Male in the Flock, your Parts 
are a Male in the Flock , and your Gifts 
are a Male in the Flock, &c. And where- 
as here he mentions only- Strength and 
Parts in general, as being Males in. the 
Flock , yet if his Breath would haye 
laſted, he could have made every Finger 
and 7oe that a Young Man has; to be a 
Male in the Flock ; and I wonder how 
he miſs'd Jadzment, Memory, Fancy, and 
the Five Serſes ; for theſe doubtleſs are 
all Mates in the F/ock, if he had not for- 
got them. And this is that in which 
chiefly conſiſt the power and edifying- 
eſs ( as they call it) of their Preach- 
inz.,,and by which they think them- 
ſelves ſo far to excel the Inſtruftions of 
the conformable Miniſters; as if theſe 
could not: ſay the Word Chriſt as often 
in an hour, as the moſt powerful and edz- 
fying of them ; and I wonder where lies 
the myſtery and great difficulty of this 
gifted ſort of Rhetorick. Tam difcourt- 
- ing ſuppoſe about the pardon of ſin, 
and [I bring in that of the P/almis? , Bleſ- 
ſed is he whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven; &C., 
| I 2 Upon 


Fd 
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E/ | man ; it 1s not bleſſed is the politick 


women would but in the morning of 
ſeek primarily, ſeek unweariedly, this 
| a total good, and an eternal good. 
with the ſublimeſt giftedneſſes of 
very ſerious, Sir, and you know it, 


groundleſs pretences to gifrs, and pr 


>. ./ Upon Which occaſion I exert my gifts, 
4 , / and pour fourth thus. 1: js nor, bleſſed is 
/" the honourable man,but bleſſed is the pardon'd 
man; it is not bleſſed is the rich man, but bleſ- 
ſed is the pardon'd man ; it 1s not bleſſed is 
the learned man, but bleſſed is the pardon'd 


man , 


b/ but Bleſſed is the pardond man; it 3s not 
I -' Bleſſed is the viflorious man, but bleſſed 
| - as the pardou'd man. Or T am preaching 
ſuppoſe about remember thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth , and I guſh forth 
after this manner : Ab / that young men and 


their 


youth ſeek, yea, ſeek early, ſeek diligently, 


God, 


who is the greateſt good ; the be? good, 
the moſt defirable good; who is a ſuitable 
good, a pure good, a ſatisfying good , 
Now, 
may not a Conformiff , though of 
an ordinary invention, and not endued 


Our 


Separatifts , ſay , ſeek, ſeek, ſeek, ſeek, 
&c. or good, good, good, good, &c. 1 


am 
and 


I wiſh thoſe that I am now ſpeaking of, 
- would think ſo too, and lay afide their 


each 
like 


| - | x2x | . 
like Men and Chriſtians : for I bleſs 4lmigh- 
ty God, I love all the World, and with 
that all men were wiſe to the falvation - 
of themſelves and others. And notwith- 
ſtanding, that many of them are ſo for- 
ward to boaſt of their ſpiritual attain- 
ments and improvements, and will tell 
you, How often they have ſweat at Prayer, , 
and how long they frequented Ordinances, 
and what abundance of days they kept, and 
time they ſpent, in applying of Promiſes, 
and regiftring experiences , before they 
could arrive to this converting and heart-diſ- 
ſolving preaching : yet for all that , it 
{ayours ſo much of the natural man, that 
I queſtion nor art all, but thar the very 
glory, and heart-breakingneſs of it (which 
chiefly conſiſt in an endleſs repetition of 
the ſame words) may be eaſily acquired 
by a Lad of ſixteen years of age in a 
Months time. To make, Sir , this 
plain, I'll give you but one inſtance of 
very high improvements in this kind ; it 
is upon this particular, viz. Az. old 
Diſciple, an old Chriſtian is Rieh in 
Spiritual Experiences. Whereupon he 
thus proceeds : O the experiences that 
an old Chriſtian hath of the ways of God, 
of the workings of God , of the word MA 
[ 3 | | God, 


Rn, 


NEO 
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| God, of the love of God! O the divine 


ſtories that an old Chriſtian can tell 
of the power of the Word, of the ſweet- 
eſs of the Word, of the Uſefulneſs of the 
Word ! O the ſtories that he can tell you 
concerning the love of Chriſt, the blood 
of Chrijt, the offices of Chriſt, the merits 
of Chriſt, the rizhtouſneſs, the graces of 
Chrift, and the influences of Chriſt ! O the 
ſtories that an old Diſciple can tell you, of 
the in-dwellings of the Spirit, of the «- 
perations of the Spirit, of the teachings 
of the Spirit, of the fealings of the Spi- 
rit, of the witneſſings of the Spirit, and 


of the comforts and joys of the Spirit ! 
_ -O theftories that an old Chriſtian can tell 


you, of the evil of fin , of the bitterneſs 
of fin; the deceitfulueſS of fin , the pre- 
valency of fin, and the happineſs of the con- 
queſt over fin ! O the ſtories that he can tell 
you, of the ſnares of Satan, the devices of Sa- 
tan,the temptations of Satan, the rage of Sa- 
tan, the malice of Satan, the whatchfulneſs of 
Satan, aud the ways of triumphing over 
Satan! Theſe you ice, Sir, are ſtories 
which an old Chriſtian, an old Diſciple 
can tell you. But do you not think, 
that one may procure a very young . 
Chriſtian, fuch as 1I EI, 
who 
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who by the help of two ' or three, Sy- 
Femes , and a little skill in zdexes , 
ſhould be able to tell you as many 
divine Forres as theſe, and a hundred 
more , if it ſhould be convenient 2 may 
not he in a {mall time, learn ro begin 
with divine ſtories of God, the Scriptures, 
Chriſt , the Holy Ghoft , of Sin , of Sa- 
tan ; and may he not improve in the 
uſe of his SyfZeme, and in time venture 
ro turn on, and tell you divine fories 
of the Covenant of Grace, of the Sacra- 
ments, of the five points, of the ten Com- 
mandments , or of any thing elle with 
very great eaſe, according as he thinks 
to continue his divine Ftorzes. 

I ſuppoſe, Sir, ic were needleſs to go 
abour to ſatisfic you further , that this 
gifted fort of preaching , that pretends 
more than ordinary to come from aboye, 
hasas little in it of difficulty or miracle, 
as of profit, 1 cannot, I muſt confeſs, 
imagine wherein the powerfulneſs and 
inſpiration of that gloſs conſiſted , that 
is made by one of this party that I am 
now ſpeaking of, concerning going out 
of our ſelves , and ſaying , come Lord , 
return; O Lord; not return, O my trade 
return: O return, O our Ships return z not 
I 4 return, 
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return, O our peace return ; but return, O 
Lord, return, O Lord. Nor of that which 
was made by another upon thoſe words : 
The Pear of the Lord us clean ; clean with- 
#n, and clean without ; clean above, and 
clean below; clean on the left Hand, and 
clean on the right ; clean on this fide, clean 
on that ; clean at home, and clean abroad. 
Now am TI as ſure as can be, that ſome 
of theſe People will preſently cry out, 
and ſay, that' 1 am agarn(t the fear of the 
Lord, and againſt Chriſt and his Intereſt ; 
and that Tam againſt all Soul-ſoſtning means, 
and all ſoul-melting means. And (as tt is 
in the forementioned Apples of Gold) 1 am 
a diſcourager of all that is God-ward, of all 
that is Chriſt-ward, heaven-ward, and holi- 
eſs-ward; and thatTam for ſoul-hardning 
Company , ſoul-harduing Principles, and 
foul-hardning Examples ; and for ſuffer- 
ing of People to go on in deluſions, that are 
Chriſt-dethrouing, and Conſcience waſt- 
ing, and: Soul-undoing Opportunities. If 
they do, I cannot help it ; but howe- 
| ver, I bleſs Almighty God, that I was 
born of Chriſtian Parents, and that I 
was brought up in the Chriſtian Faith ; 
and I hope, that by the Divine aſſiſtance, 
] ſhall continue in the ſame, and in well- 

doing 
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doing to my lives end. And whatever 
Opinion they may have of me, I know 
not ; but notwithſtanding , 1 do moſt 
heartily wiſh, that ſuch as have ſpent 
their time in reading of Books and Ser-, 
ons about Experiences, getting of Chriſt, 
and the like, would change them all a- 
way for the whole Duty of Man, that a- 
bounds with very pious and Intelligible 
Rules of Godly Living, and uſeful know- 
ledge tending to Salvation. 

And I do wiſh furthermore, that ſuch 
of the. Nonconforming Clergy, that are of 
this Humour, Way and Style; that they 
would adviſe, or ſuffer, at leaſt, ſuch as 
are now, or have been heretofore their 
Hearers and Admirers, to read ſome o- 
ther Baoks beſides their own, and hear 
{ome other Men Preach beſides them- 
{elves : For as it has been already made 
out, that the way of their Diſcourſes 
is not {o much above Human induſtry 
and invention, as that it ſhould require 
any more extraordinary Aſſiſtances, or 
more peculiar : Illuminations , than the 
Conformiſts may have juſt reaſon to pre- 
tend to ; ſo in good truth as confident 
as they are of the Heavenlineſs, and 
Convertingneſs ( as they call it) of their 
Method 


Eo 
OE Togo 


£5 
Method and Expreſſions, they have very 
little grounds, or good Authority, for 


that manner they proceed in. For, ſup- 
poſe, they ſhould be ſo full of them- 


ſelves and their own indowments , as 


not to attend to the Examples of the 


firſt Famous Chri/tians, Saints and Pri- 


mitive Fathers, nor to the Rules of the 
beſt and moſt Judiciovus Orators ; yet if 
they will be cither guided and perſwaded 
by what our Sav/-«r Preacht himſelf, or 
by thoſe Dzreions which he gave to 
his Diſciples for ſo doing ; they will 


find very little encouragement cither to 


dote upon, and admire only their own 
Proceedings , or ſo ſeverely to cenſure 
and undervyalue thoſe ' that ſhew not all 
willingneſs to be deceived by them. And 
in the firſt place, we are plainly inſtry- 
ed, as to What our Saviour himſelf 

ke, taught or preacht; as well as 
after what manner he expreſſed his mean- 
ing. We very well remember what he ſaid 
to the young Man that enquired how he 


ſhould attain eternal Life. He did not 


lay, get me, get faſt hold of me, get your 
Arms full of me ; but keep the Command- 
ments,. and give away your Eftate; which 


laſt in thoſe times was neceflary for 
; {uch 
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ſuch as intended to be Diſciples of Chri/e. 
In like manner , when the Publicans and 
Sruldiers came to knov7 what they ſhould = 
do ; he did not 'bid them, Take hold of 
him, faWen upon him, and p:t thetr Arms 
round about him ; but bad the firſt of 
them ( whoſe Employment. might tempt 
them to cheatirg and bribery) exact no 
more than what ihe Emperor demanded : 
And bad the others, be contented with 
their Wages and Pay ; and not do wis- 
leace, plunder or ſteal. And it was well 
that it was Chri/# himſelf that ſaid thus, 
or elſe by chance ( amongſt theſe lofty 
Teachers) this might have gone for 
groſs, carnal Reaſoning , and for ſuch 
dull moral inſtruftions as Alexander or 
Czſar themlelves , thar never believed 
any thing of Chr:/? , might have given 
. to their Co/efors and Armies. By theſe 
Places and the like, Sir, it is very caſfie 
to perceive after what manner our Sa- 
viour taught and preacht; for whatever 
he ſpoke was Preaching, although whar 
he {aid upon the Mount (being a more 
continued Diſcourſe ) was more particu- 
larly call'd his Sermon : So that thus 
far we ſee, thar whilſt Chr preached 
Chriſt, that is, 'of himſelf and his Do- 
| Ctrine, 
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&rine , here's not a word of getting of 
Chriſt, or getting into Chriſt, or getting 
a ſhare, a Stock, an interef? in Chrift, or 
any ſuch like ſtaring , and inſignificant 
Expreſſions. In the next placÞ, let us 
ſee what order and inſtructions he gave 
ro his Diſciples about their Preaching. 
St. Mark tells us, Mark 16. 15. That 
he bad them go into the World and preach 
the Goſpel , &c. St. Matthew tells us , 
Mat. 28. 19, 20. he bad them, Go and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them, &c. 
and teaching them to obJerve all things 
whatſoever he had commanded them. Now, 
Sir, if there can be any other meaning 
of theſe laſt words, than that (after Peo- 
ple were baptized or admitted into Chri- 
| Ntianity) the Dzſciples ſhould ſpend their 
time in teaching and explaining ſuch 
things as Chriſf himſelf had taught or 
preacht to them, which were not ſuch 
Riddles, Charms and tickling ſtuff as 
theſe People too often put upon their 
Hearers, then (if his Majeſty will pleaſe 
to give me leave) I will promiſe never to 
come at any Church again, fo long as I 
can find out the leaſt creeping Conven- 

ticle : So that if theſe People will be 
either content to preach no loftier than 
our 


\ 
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our Saviour did himſelf, or as he” ap- 
pointed his Diſciples to do, I am ſure 
they muſt not preach as they do now, 
unleſs they have. got. ſome ſecret re- 
ſerve of Goſpels for their own peculiar 
uſe ; or have received ſome new inſtru- 
 Rions and orders, ſince our Saviour 
was taken up ; for in all the Goſpels 
which we are acquainted withal , we 
can find nothing elſe but that Chriſt 
was the Chriſt; and that God for the 
future would be worſhipd after the 
manner therein declared. And he that 
preaches this, viz. what Chrif# did and 
ſuffered, and what he ſpoke, preaches 
Chriſt, or his Goſpel, or him crucified, or 
him and the ReſurreFion, or the Kingdom 
of God, or remiſſion of Sins, or the new Co- 
wvenant, or Grace and Mercy through Chriſt ; 
all which, and many more, ſignifie the 
ſame ; and not he that thunders out 
Chriſt a Thouſand times in a Sermon :; - 
laying, Ab! none but Chriſt, none but 
Chriſt. 4h ! none to Chriſt, none- to 
Chriſt ; no works to Chriſts, no Duties, 
no ſervices to Chriſts; no Prayers, no 
Tears to Chris; mo righteouſneſs, no 
Holineſs to Chrifts, lay out for Chrift, 
make ſure of Chrift, cloſe with Chrift, 
cleave 
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cleave to Chrift, unite with Chrift, ref, 
lean , roll, toſs , tumble and wallow upon 
Chriff, There is mention made ( you 
know Sir, ) Mat. 28. 20. of Chriſt be- 
ing with the Apoitles to the end of the 
World ; Which related to the divine aſlj- 
ſtance of the Holy Ghof7, which they 
and their Succeſſors ſhould have towards 
the propagating and continuing Chri- 
$7;an Religion in the World ; but thele 
People are for receiving Love-Letters 
from Christ , they are for ſtrange enter- 
courſes , correſpondencies, returns, expreſ- 
fes, and I know not what. And, if it 
had not pleaſed God to have abated 
{ome of thoſe Extravagaacies, by reſto- 
ring-our Church, in time we ſhould have 
come to Heavenly Proclamations, and 
Heavenly Gazets. And I well remember 
there was one amongſt them that prc- 
rended to have got ſuch an znteres? in 
Chriff , and ſuch exat knowledge of 

L | affairs above, that he could tell the 

' | People, That he had juſt before received 

an Expreſs from Chriſt Jeſus concerning 
fuch a buſtaeſs, and that-the Ink was ſcarce 
dry upon the Paper : At other times he 
would fink himſelf in the Pulpit, and 

_ tell the People , he would be with them 

| again 
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again preſently, he would only ſpeak one 
word with Chriſt; and 1o- pretending to 
to have talk'd with Chriſt , he would 
come up again ſoon after, as full of 
Chriſt and his Advice as might be. And 
to conclude this, Sir, how many Hundred 
and Flundred times have you heard that 
place in the Coloftans, wiz. Chriſt is all 
in all, brought in at the cloſe of any 
thing that went before, only becauſe it 
is melting, and may produce Sigh or 
| Groan ; for, if they would but conſider 
of the Bzble , as well as get by heart 
Words and Phraſes out of it, they mighr 
then have taken notice of thoſe many 
Heavenly Exhortations, contained in the 
ſame Chapter to the Colofhans, of living 
more peaceably, godlily and righteouſly 
than they had done, before they were 
converted to the Chriſtian Faith ; and 
in particular, that they ſhould be now 
as kind, juſt and faithful to every Man 
that they had to deal withal (ler him be 
Greek or Few, Barbarian or Scythian,) as 
they uſe to be, or ſhould be, to their 
own Neighbours and Citizens ; {o that 
now, Chriſt was all iu all, having taken 
away all DiſtinFious, and made of a// 
Mankind one People, It is not, Sir, my 

intent 
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intent here to comment upon Scripture ; 
* but I would to God, that theſe people 
that talk fo much, and ſo endleſly the 
word Chriff, would ſpend more time 
in explaining his Do@rine ; if they did, 
I am ſure the World would not only 
be much wiſer, but more peaceabl/e and 
better. 

And as I would not have theſe people 
count themſelves the only godly and 
ſaving [n3ruFors by abundant ſaying 
over new Teftament words; lo it is a 
very idle thing for them to endeayour 
to have their preaching believed more 
ſanQifted and ſearching , becauſe they 
talk often times concerning the B3ble, 
* giving only empty and looſe commenda- 
tions of the Scriptures in general- There 
are (thanks be to God) a great many 
| Bibles in this Nation ; and though the 
Conformifts , do not poſſibly lay one in 
every window , yet their Zouſes need 
[not be ſuppoſed to be without the Scrip- 
tures, nor themlelves without the know- 
ledge and uſe of them. And what if 
whulſt they are in the Pa/pzf/, with finger 
thruſt into the middle of the Book , they 
do not #brandiſh it up and down, as if 
they would diſcharge the whole of ic 
rogether 
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rogether at ſome bodies head 2 What if 


they do not hold it forth with ſtretched 
out arm and voice ; and cry aloudy*7his 
75 the Book , this 1s the Book : Here zt ss , 
here it 1s ; uo Word like this Word, no Book 
like this Book, no writing like this writing , 
no reading like reading here , no ſearching 
like ſearching here , no conſidering like con- 
fidering here ; Chrift # here, Feſus ChriSt 
is here, the Lord Chrift # here, the pres 
cious promiſes are here. Yes doubtleſs 
(if ir be a Bzble) they are all there; and 
ſo is Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus, Num-= 
bers, Deuteronomy, and all the reſt. But 
what is any body the better for. this ? 
Who will read , ſearch or conſider one 
word the more for this empty amazing 
noiſe; or for ſuch'as that, which I find 
alſo in ove of them : Search the Scripture, 
Fudy the Scripture , dwell on the" Scrip« 
ture , delight in the Scripture , treaſure 
up the Scripture ; no wiſdom to Scripture 
wiſdom , no knowledge to Scripture know- 
ledge,no experience to Scripture experiences, 
yo comforts to Scripture comforts , no dee 
lights to Scripture delights , no conviftions 
to Scripture convittions , no converſion ts 
Scripture converſion. Let them ſhew us 
any where in Scripture en 
| cir 
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their extraordinary skill therein) where 
any thing is adviſed or commanded after 

is ſloathful and ſlighty way. If they 
relegant evinipofate of long periods, 
ler them obſerve after what manner the 
Ads of the Apoitles are recorded; if 
they be for ſhorter: Sextences, let them 
examine other parts of the holy Scrip- 
tures ; and if they would attempt to 
prophefie , let them read the Prophets , 
and let them attend to that copious 
zxvention, as well as loftineſs of expreſſion 
that is containd in them. Surely, if 
they were not. charmd with lazineſs , 
their one conceits, and a contempt of 
all that are not in their ' way and phraſe, 
they would judge it better , to explain 
to the people the principles of Chraftian 
Religion , and to give ſome ſober dire- 
ions of living well, and perſwaftve rea- 
ſons to begin a good life, and proceed in 
the ſame , than to think that time only 
ſanQimoniouſly laid put , that is ſpent , 
in'crying Here, here ; Look, look ; See, 
ſee ; whereas there is nothing to be ſeen, 
bur the outſide of the Book , nor any- 
thing to be heard buta low Fring of 
words to the ſame purpoſe ; and yet this 
alone muſt be call'd faſhing , holy vie- 


lence, 
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Deuce, preſſing porn f and breaking into the 
ſoul ; and all ſober , diſcreet ,, and well 
examin'd inſtructions , earthly and- hea 
theniſh. by” 
.  , Not leſs idle and extravagant is that: 
humour of theirs , of loading their Ser- 
04s With abundance of Scripture, where 
it is perfetly needleſs, and altogether 
impertinent. How far the true know- 
ledg of orie plc? depends upon others, 
the reſt of the world, that do not boaſt 
ſo much of Scripture, do very well under- ' 
ſtand; but to heap on Scripture after 
Scripture to no purpoſe at all; but to 
make their foZowers Bibles ſtare again 
with turs'd down proofs , and-the Sf7rings 
and c/aſps to groan with being overcharg'd 
with doub[d leaves , is much too {mall a 
foundation for them to call or think 
rhemſelves the only true diſpenſers of the 
word of God. And that wherein the 
excellency of thele mevs humour may 
be plainly perceived, is this, That the 
leſs the quoted Scripture is really for 
their deſign (fo it does but ſound a little 
rowards their meaning) the more it 1s 
admired , this arguing long ſearching , - 
and experimental Skill in the Bible, ang 
a more hidden and well digeffed art Gt 
WE K2 apply- 
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7 applying of Scripture... T have” a Book/, 
b.” Sir, that teaches me how it is to be done 
BY upon thar of St. Matthew; Bleſſed are 
, the pure in heart , for they ſhall ſee God. 
Now, Sir, to bring in all thoſe places of 
the: Bible where the word pure is , may 
be done by a ScriptureleſSs Divine of or- 
dinary Concordance-parts ; but to ſtuff in 
plenty of Scripture occaſionally , - unex- 
peedly and wonderfully, is a pe-_ 
culiar priviledge , and perfeftion of the 
godly, The Doftrize therefore muſt be 
this, Zhat the Saints of God are pure 
Saints ; nothing that is impure can ſee God, 
nothing that is impure can come to God ; 
for he that cometh to God , muSt believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him , Heb. 11.6. 
And again. Jude. ver. 4 Behold the 
. Lord cometh with ten thouſand ——=VWhat 2 
not unbelievers , but Saints , pure Saints: - 
An unbeliever muFt not expett to be one 
of thoſe ten thouſand ; he mu$t not look 
tobe one of that number ; for he that ex- | 
pets to be one of that number , mui? ſo / 
aumber his days , that he may apply his 
- heart to wiſdom , Pal. go. 12. he mu$# be 
careful of his time, count up his time, 
and think upon every day ; but eſpecially 
| the 
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the great day , the day of judgment. Fur 
as the Plalmiſt has zt , To day if you wil 
hear his voice , harden not your hearts , 
as in the provocation , and as in the day of 
temptation in the wilderneſs, And lo, 
Sir , you may goon, with hear ,  vozce, 
harden , heart ; which you pleaſe : And 
this ſeryes inſtead of telling you , what 
is meant by purity of Heart, and what 
converſation fits a Man for a vifron and 
fruition of God. 

And thus much I thought ſeafonable 
at preſent, to be ſaid concerning the 
preaching of the Nonconformif?s ; where- 
in I would not willingly be ſo miſtaken, 
as to be thought to charge every one 
of them with that folly and. frothineſs 
that is above-mention'd ; for I muſt ac- 
knowledge, that I know ſeveral of them 
to be Modeſt, Serious and Learned. Bur 
withal, I alſo know, that the ſmaſl in- 
conſiderable 7riflers, the Coyners of new 
Phraſes ; and drawers out of long godly 
Words, the thick pourers out of Texts 
_ of Scripture, the mimical ſqueakers and 
bellowers, and the vain-glorious admirers 
only of themſelves, and thoſe of their 
own faſhion'd face and geſture : I know, 
I fay, that ſuch as theſe , ſhall with all 
da pol- 
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poſſible zeal be follow'd and worſhipp'd, 
| ſhall have their Buſhels of Chia 0- 
ranges , ſhall be fſolac'd with all imagi- 
nable Cordials, Eſſences and Elixirs, and 
ſhall be rubb'd down with 7/o/and- of 
; Ten Shillings an Ell; when as others of 
that Party, much more Sober and Judi- 
cious, that can ſpeak Senſe, and under- 
ſtand the Scriptures, but leſs confident, 
and leſs cenſorious , ſhall ſcarce be in- 
vited to the fire /ide, or be preſented 
with a couple of Pippirs, or a Glaſs of 
. ſmall Beer with Brown Sugar. 

And as theſe People. that are thus 
highly treated , have no reaſon to pre- 
fume upon their Parts, Improvements , 
and extraordinary Inſpirations , becauſe 
| they can utter forth abundance of Scrip-. 
ture Words, of very good concern and 
fienification, if they ' were ſoberly ap- 
lied: So, in like manner, it were very 
well if they would not altogether judge 
of the bleſledneſs of their Endeayours, 
by the zumult running after them, or be- 
cauſe they find by experience, that they 
can force from People Tears and Sighs, 
and ſuch outward Signs of the hearts 
ſeeming to be aftedted ; for all this, and 
much more , may queſtionleſs be done 
7 ns without 
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without either Sexſe, Oratory or Rel;gion; 
long Sentences (ſuch as before mention'd) 
rattl'd forth as faſt and furiouſly as may 
be, with Chrif?, Scripture, or the Soxl, 
every Line ; together with Zmds, Shoul- 
ders and Head devotionally manag'd, 
may be eaſily conceived to make weak 
and filly People gaze more, wet more, 


and wzpe oftner, than any thing that our ' 
- e 


Saviour himſelf, or any of his ApoFFles 
ever ſaid. And this I know to be cer- 


tainly true , becauſe I have often feen - 


People placed ſo far from the Minifer, 
thar they could only ſee him make very 
much concerned faces, and ſhew often the 
Heavenly part of the Eye, and might 
{uppolſe, by the great pazns he took, that 
he was about bufineſs of very great 
weight and moment ; and perhaps now 


and then, one ſingle melting word loudly 


pronounced, might come down, and no 
more ; and yer {uch as theſe weepingly 
inclin'd, ſhould be as full of all out- 
ward expreſſion of Devotzon, as if they 
were juſt then to be converted : And 
therefore I would not have them delude 


themſelves, and think that their Hearers 


weep at their preſſing Rel/igzonmore Home, 
and ſearching the Hearts more through- 
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ly than others ; but at the Nozſe, the 
Zone, and fierce repetition of Words. And 
I think I am not at ail uncharitable , if 
I ſay, that many poor undiſcerning Peo- 
ple, having oft-times ſo little grounds 
for being zealou/ly moved , are as per- 
fetly deceived as ever any body was, 
that took Sir Martin Mar-alls wide ga- 
ping, for melodious finging. And it is 
doubtleſs as eafie a matter to make 
People cry and ſob again, without doing 
them the leaſt good, as it is to make a 
Dottril ſtretch, or them yawn, without 
helping them towards Heaven. 

I have but one thing more to beg of 
theſe People ; and thar is, That they 
would not only ceaſe to call their Preach- 
ing alone Spiritual , Illuminating , and I 
know not what ; but alſo that they 
would not think that they can, or c- 
ver did pray by the Spirit - For till I 
ſee their Children ſpeak Hebrew at Four 
Years of Age, (which ſome ſay may 
come to pals, if they be brought up in 
a Wood, and ſuck of a Wolf) and them- 
ſelves (without ſtudying) all thoſe Lan- 
gages that are mentioned in the Second 
of the AGFs, I ſhall never believe it ; 
bur if they they haye ſeveral 

Prayers 
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Prayers of their own making, differing 
both in Senſe and Phraſe ; or that they 
do not place every word after the ſame 
manner ; but ſometimes put Eternal be- 
fore Almighty, lometimes. Almighty be- 
fore Eternal ; or that they do nor al- 
ways confeſs the ſame number of Sins, 
bur ſometimes put in Adaltery and Steal- 
ng too, ſometimes Adultery alone ; then 
is this ſo far from having any thing of 
the Spirit in it (in that Senſe which 
they would pretend to) that it is no 
more extempore, than thar this Morning 
is read, bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael ; 
and to morrow , O be joyful in the Lord 
all ye Lands: Or that ſometimes we 
pray for Rain, or Pair Weather, ſome- 
times for Health-or Peace, according to 
our Neceſlities : only with this diffe- 
rence, that this is printed , and by A 
of Parliament , and what they ſay, is 
not. But ſuppoſe they come to that de- 
gree of Confidence, as to begin at a 
venture ; and having a private Method, 
a ſtock of Scripture Phraſes ( to be 
brought in after any manner) with help- 
ful Abs, Hems , Coughs, Spittings, Wi- 
pings and admitting beſides, rude Ex- 
preſſions, improprieties, often repeated tran- 
| fitions 
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fitions ( when invention” fails) and the 
like, that they hold out their intended 
time : "Nay , furthermore, ſuppoſe they 
ſeldom+ or never ſay the ſame whole 
Line, plac'd after the ſame manner ; and 
that . they dg not confeſs, that by reaſon 
of their ſolifary Lives, they are as wanton 
as the ſalacious Sparrow, nor prgy unto 
God for Syrup of Barberies, nor defire the 
Lord to give them That ſame ; and that 
they do not teach God Almighty how to 
defend the 7rinizy (as I have heard them 
| do a Quarter of an Hour together) and 
how he is to diſtinguiſh berween rume- 
rus mnumerans, and numerus numeratus ; 
and that the rheum does not fall down 
oppreſſingly upon the Speri# and Lungs, 
bur that they proceed very clearly and 
ſmoothly 5 yer. ſtill there need be no- 
thing of ſuch a ſort of 7»ſpiratzon, which 
they mean ; for there being ſo many ſe- 
veral Words in the World, it is not at 
all impoſſible for a Man (if he ſhould 
{o reſolve and make it his buſineſs) ne- 
ver to ſpeak the ſame whole Sentence in 
all bis Life. And as for their ſaying, 
that they can plainly perceive a difference . 
between a Prayer that is fram'd, and one 
that is ſuddenly and ſpiritually pour'd 


forth - 
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forth ; I am ſo very. unwilling to believe 
this, -that if I do not procure a thin pale- 
facd Hec..as rank a one as can be got 
in this Town, that ſhares his. time be- 
tween ſwearing and curſing , and he ſhall 
be taught a /ovg prayer, with a confeſſion 
of all the Yilanies that' have. been com- 
mitted on this ſide the L2zze ſince the 
Flood, and well filfd alſo with ſuch 
Phraſes and Words as they delight in ; 
and being double cay'd, and having well 
learnt. his Toxze and Geſtures, a Meeting 
of theſe Spirit Diſcerners thall be call'd ; 
and if this very ſmall Saint thus accom- 
pliſhr (ſuppoſing he - does -not put in 
ſometimes an Oath inſtead of, O Lord) 
does nor wet as many Handkerchiefs , 
and draw forth as deep and as many 
Groans, as any of their greateſt Pretenders 
to Illumination, then will IT never hear 
Common-Prayer again : For if I could 
tel] where to hear People pray miraca- 
louſly, it were very imprudent to run 
after, or liſten to frail and mortal come 
poſitions. 

And by the way , Sir, .I would not 
have the Pap/ts pleaſe themielves too 
much ( as I have heard they have done 
upon my firſt Zezter,) with an opinion 

of 
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of their own Prudence and Preaching A- 
bilicies, notwithſtanding thoſe Imper- 
feQions, which I ſo freely diſcovered a- 
mongſt our ſelves ; for by what I find, 
by chance, in one of their Sermons&con- 
cerning Contrition , I perceive that they 
can perſecute a' Metaphor, till it be as ri- 
diculous as People can poſſibly endure 
to hear it. It begins thus. Zhe Falcon 
when he has taken his prey, he defireth no 
more thereof but the Heart, and there- 
with he is content ; ſo our Lord Feſus, 
when he bad rayuſom'd us out of Hell, he 
defireth no more but a meck and a contrite 
Heart of us : Therefore as the Falconer, 
ere he will give the Heart to his Palcon, 
Firſt he will cut it, and then take out the 
Blood and waſh it : So muſt thou give thy 
Heart to our Lord ; firſt cut it with the 
Knife of Contrition, and then take out the 
Blood of Sin by Confeſſion, and after, waſh 
with ſatisfation ; and ſo with the Knife of 
his Paſſion , cut your Hearts and not your 
Cloaths , having in Mind that the Blade 
of this Knife was made of the Spears 
Head, and Nails, that his precious Body 
and Heart was thrilF'd withal ; the Hlaft 
was made of the holy Tree of the Croſs ; 
and the wyrel was made of the Crown of 
T horns 
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Thorus that was about his Head, Whet 
this Knife on his bleſſed Body," that ſo hard 
and cruelly was a on the Croſs ; 
make alſo the Sheath of thy Knife, of the 
White Skin of - our Lord Jeſus, that was 
painted with red bloudy Wounds ; then 
with the Cords that he was bound to the 
Pillar, bind this Knife to the Girdle of 
thy Heart : and I doubt not , be thy heart 
wever ſo hard, it will begin to break, It 
is doubtleſs a very ſtrange heart indeed, 
that will not ſuddenly 4reakt all in 
pieces at the noiſe of ſuch Rhetorick. 
And whereas it has been obſerved, rhat 
ſome of our Clergy are ſometimes over- 
nice, in taking notice of the meer Words 
that they find in Texts ; ſo theſe are fo 
accurate , as to go to the very Letters. 
As ſuppoſe, Sir, you are to give an Ex- 
hortation to Repentance, upon that of 
St. Matthew; Repent Te, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at Hand, You muſt ob- 
ſerve, that Repent is a rich Word, wherein 
every Letter exhorts us to our Duty: Res» 
pent , R. readily ;- Repent , E. earneſtly ; 
| Repent, P. preſently, Repent, E. effefluals 
| ly ; Repent, N. nationally ; Repent, "Ws 
throughly. Again, Repent roarmgly, ea- 
gerly, plentifully, heavily (becauſe of h) 
| notably, 
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notably, terribly : And why not, Repent | 
rarely, evenly , prettily , elegantly, neat- 
ly, tightly? And allo why not A. Apple- 
paſty, B. bak'd it, C, cut it, D. divided 
it, E..eat it, F. fought for it, G. got it, &c, 
I had not time, Sir, to look any further 
into their way of Preaching ; bur if I 
had, I am ſure I ſhould have found that 
they have no reaſon to deſpiſe our Church 
upon thar account ; and they cannot bur 
{ce it rhemſelves, if they do but look 
over and conſider their own 1zfrmztzes : 
And I woutd' have them know, that 
what I faid in my former, was not in- 
tended to help on their undervyaluing us, 
but our own amendment. y 

 Andas much miſtaken are the Lazy 
of this Natzon (which was the next thing 
T promiſed to ſpeak of) if there be any 
of ſo mean' a judgment, and fo idly 
and wickedly. bent as to think that I de- 
ſign'd to encourage them in the Contempt 
of our own Clergy ; being always ſo very 
far from promoting any ſuch defign, that 
-there is no one inthe world that eyer was 
more ſenſible of the: groundleſs and hu- 
mourſom - exceptions and prejudices , 
which ſome of thoſe ſmal/ and inconfde- 


rable people have entertain'd againſt our 
Clergy 
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Clergy in general, than my ſelf: into 
which, Sir, alcrhough in my- former 
Letter 1 did not think it requifite to en- 
quire , by reaſon the intention of that 
was only to look into ſuch things as to 


ſome few at leaſt, befides my ſelf, 


did ſeem to weaken the Repuzation and 
Service of ſome of our Clergy, yet in 
this ſecond, I judg'd it convenient to: 
ſeparate their foppz/h and unreaſonable ob- 
jefions from {uch imprudences and mis for= 
tunes Which I mention'd in my firſt. 
 Andiin the firſt place comes rattling 
home from the Univer/ites, the young 
pert Soph. with his Atoms and Globuli ; 
and as full of defiance and diſdain of all - 
Country Parſons, let them be never ſo 
learned and prudent, and as confident and 
magiſterial, as if he had been Prolocutor at 
the tirſt Council of Nice. And he wonders 
very much that they will pretend © be 
Gown-menu , Whereas he cannot ſee {o 
much as Cartes's Principles , nor Gaſ- 
ſendus's ſyntagma lying upon, the Table ; 
and that they are all fo ſottiſh and ſtupid, 
as not to ell all their Libraries, and 
ſend preſently away for a whole Wagon 
full of hew Philoſophy. I tell you, Sir, 
lays one of thele ſiyall whiflers., per- 
haps 
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haps to a grave, ſober and. judicious 
Divine , the Univerſity 1s FFrangely al- 
tered ſince you were there; we are grown 
SFrangely inquifitive and ingenious. T pray 
Sir , how went the buſineſs of motion in 
your days ? we hold it all now to be wio- 
lent. I hear your old dull friend Ariſtotle 
drown'd himſelf, becauſe he could not under 
| Stand the flux and reflux of the Sea; 
zf he were now alive , and good for 'any 
thing , we could ſave his life. I can pre- 
fently Jemonfirate to you how it is to be 
done, if you will but lend me pen and 
mnk, and ſuppoſe but the motion of the 
earth, and two or three mibre things that 
| T fhball tell you. Yes, but for all that, 
this youth of ſo much worth , ingenuity , 
znquifitiveneſSs. and demonitration , may 
be very znorant , and be very much a 
Coxcomb , and have {o little grounds to 
contemn ſo worthy a perſon , that if the 
Gentleman pleaſe to carry him into his 
Rudy , and ſhew ,him his Plato, Plu- 
tarch,and ſome other of his Greek Authors, 
the poor thing perhaps may find as much 
reaſon to hang himſelf, as AriForle did 
. for diſpoſing himlelf otherwiſe ; for he 
never ſtands to conſider , that thtre be 
Authors , fuch as Euclid, Tully, Plu- 
OT | | * . Farco- 
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tarch , and many others that have been 
for many Geyxeratious of conſtant fame, 
and are likely {o to continue, when as we 
find that curiouſly laid Zypotheſes have 
their periods , and their credit much de- 
pends upon the hamour of the world ; and 
a Country Divine that is well skilld in 
thole Books ( together with ſuch as 
peculiarly belong to his Profeſſion) may 
deſerve very good reſpett , and be of 
great .uſe to the World ; although he has” 
not the convenience of every Philoſophical 
Newsbook , nor can call every ſpot in the 
Mvou by it's proper name, nor has a 
Letter ſent him of every ew Star that 
peeps into the world. Bur to proceed , 
Sir, upon Sunday the ſearching young 
Philoſopher vouchſafes to go to Church; 
the Gent/emay preaches concerning the 
Reſurrettion , and having ſhewn what, 
method his 7ext dires him to obſerve , 
he teaches his people according to the Scrips 
tures that Chriſt did certainly riſe from the 
dead , and that the ſame power is able to 
raiſe us alſo ; and (although we ſhall- have 
been long dead) to call together all the 
ſeatter'd parts of our bodies , and to make 
of theſe glorified bodies. Yery dull , ſays 
the young deſpiſer ; upon my worf{ and 
L 


knows 
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knowledge very dull : What a good Text 
was here ſpoil'd , to divide it into this and 
' that , and I kuow not what , when as it 
would have gone ſo eafily into corpus and 
inane , or zuto the three Cartefian elc- 
ments ? Befides , like an old dull Philo- 

ſopher , he quite forgat to ſuppoſe the motion 
of the Vortexes , upon which the grand 

bufineſs of the Hypotheſis of the Reſurre- 

ten altogether depends. But this tis to 

truſt people with Texts , that cannot tell 
what to do with them. How many brave 
opportunities did the Minifter loſe of 
_ bringing in materia ſubtilis, aud materia - 
ſecund1 elementi ? If 7 had been in his place, 

7 could have done it at leaſt eight times : 

and then he muſt go and droniſhly tell ws , 

that the ſcattered parts Fw or that had 

been long buried and waſted, ſhould upon 

the ſound of the Trumpet be all ſummon'd to- 

gether , &c. and never think to tell us, 
that 'the body which had been long abſorpt in 
fix foot of earth , ſhould break open the 
' cortex of the grave; and freeing it ſelf 
from the maculating dirt , the flat , the 
ſquare , and the round particles ſhould be 
all aſſociated; and combining themſelves into 

a celeftial and well concofted maſs, ſhould 
become a ſhining and fix'd Star of gory 
| cer 
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Aſter this, Sir , he returns triumphantly 
to the Colledge , nor only very full of 
the vanquiſhment of the Minifer of the 
Zown , but alſo rhroughly confirm'd in 
what he has ſo. often heard , rhat all_ 
Countrey-Parſons , bethey who they will, 
are the franzeſt and moſt mean things 
that belong to the earth. But why 1o 
faſt dear chi/d ? Is it impoſſible that the 
word Parſoz, eſpecially if you put Conn- 
try before it , ſhould admir of any mild- 
er ſignification And is it neceſſary that 
every man , though of very good worth 
and knowledge , if once he be ſetled out. 
of the noiſe of the Bells , and does not 
every day fee the Schools, ſhould pre- 
{ently grow deaf and Zlind,, loſe all his 
memory and parts , and general ignorance 
ſhould ſuddenly ſurprize him, {o ſoon as | 
he moves his name oft the 7ables 2 Per- 
haps ir is but a report; andI do not 
apprehend but a Gentleman may under- 
ſtand as well at Barzet, as at his Lodg- 
ings in Lincolns-In-fields ; neither does 
he find any ſuch preſent decay and waſt- 
ing of parts, ſo ſoon as his Coach 
gets off the FFones , nor ſuch great im- 
provements of himſelf, whenhe is coming 


down Highgate-hill. 
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The next deſpiſer of the Clergy is the 
imall  Jngenzoſo or Experimenteer ; who 
having perhaps lows aglifs, ſeena Paper- 
mill , or a Bz/! run; that knows within 
two houſes where the beſt Chymif# in 
Town dwells; and dined once where 
one of the Royal Society ſhould have been ; 
and looked another time into the door at 
Greſham , when the Company was fitting : 
He comes down with a receit of a mi- 
raculous ſort of . Ginger-bread , with a 
lirtle pot of double refined Jefrmy , and. 
a box full of Specifick prefum'd Lozenges, 
and a little /zcens'd efſence of Orange , 
and he calls the Mini/ter and the chief of 
the Pariſh together, and he falls to his 7»- 


genioss tricks and operations , and freezes 


a diſh to the ſtool by the fire fide ; ſers up 
half a dozen Tebacco-pipes, and then 
makes them fall into a Mathematical aſto- 
niſhing figure : Aﬀteer this he deſires to 
withdraw , and puts C/aret and Beer to- 
gether , and brings them out unmixt ; 
and then he calis for a glaſs of water , 
and with ſome few words ; and a wet fii- 
ger , makes the glaſs firſt to fre: and 
complain , and then the liquor to ſparkle 
ana foam ; and they muſt be all 5x4 and 
wonder , and he alone muſt fnzle , ", if 
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he underſtood the reaſon. And fo he rides 
up and down the Country, and every 
Town he comes at with a May-pole, he 
wonders what the Ari/totelean Perſon 
. and the People mean, that they do not 
preſently cur it down , and tet up ſuch 
a one as is at Greſham Colledge , or + 
S. James's Park ; and to what purpoſe 
is it to preach to. peo; le, and go abour 
to ſave them , without a Teleſcope , and 
a glaſs for Fleas. And for all this , per- 
haps this great undervaluer of rhe Clergy, 
and admirer of his own ingenuity, can 
ſcarce tell the difference between aqua 
fortis and aqua vitz , or between a pip- 
kin, and a crucible , or a furnace , and 
a  cloſe-ſtool., And beſides, he forgers 
to call to mind how many honourable 
and worthy Clergy-men are now members 
of that Soczety ( of which he knows no 
more , than meerly to prattle ) who 
have given ſo many and {fo large Teſti- 
monies of their 7vgenuity, as do plainly 
thew, that one that is in Canoxzcal black, 
may look through as long a glaſs, and ſee 
as far into a Mz/-/toxe, as he that wears 
a light Drugget: And it muſt not be de- 
nied, that a great part of whar has been 
as yet, or is likely to be diſcovered a- 
LY monglt 


{ x54 ] 
| mongſt them, muſt be. attributed to 
the diligence and quick fightedneſs of 
EccleftaFtical perſons , as well as others. 
I know there be a great many, who fore- 
ſceing that it is much cafier to under- 
yalue and abuſe knowledge , than at- 
tain to It ; if they can but contrive a 
clearer Tale , and charge it upon that 
Royal , Honourable and Learned Company, 
they reckon themſelves preſently much 
more ingenious than - they that ſhould 
happen to find out the Loxgitade , or a 
perpetual motion ; but let them caſt up 
their Forics , and perhaps they may find 
that the anordaind part of that Society 
may have rid upon as many pacing ſad- 
dics, have weighd as many pikes, and 
are as ready to fave the charze of fſnuſfjers, 
as thoſe that arc in Orders. | 
Burt fill , Sir , there be more contem- 
 zcrs behind ; for after theſe follows the 
1ounrg Gentleman , newly entred into the 
Aodes , and {mall accompliſhments of the 
Town; who admiring himlelf in | his 
Moratng-gown , til about eleven of the 
cock, then it is time to think of {ſetting 
the Huff; and if he chance to find out a- 
new #k-0/ for faſtning it, that day is very 
ingentoaſty tpent : Then he walks three 
Or 
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or four turns in his chamber, to make 
himſelf conſiderable ; and looking in the 
glaſs, and finding it ſo to be ( having 
rurnd down a new place onward in 
Litttton ) he ſtrerches forth , and in 
approbation of his own wroth , zra/ves 
himſelf down the ſtairs : Then at the 
gate , it is to be conſidered , where he - 
ſhall eat ; after that, which of the Z7ouſes 
he ſhall go to, and if he brings home 
a little of the Prologue, and learns but rwo 
or three of the Players names, his me- 
mory in the evening ſhall be commended, 
and his improvements acknowledg'd. And 
as for this Gentleman , he having no- 
thing ( poor. heart ) to ſay againſt the 
Clergy-man, he combs his Peruke at him; 
and ( though the weather be temperate ) 
he walks the room, and ſweats very much 
againſt him; and by way of objeftion, 
now and then propounds three or four 
ſteps of a Corant ;. and if he be fo far 
entred into prophane, as to tell him, that 
he has brought him a new P/a/m from 
London , and then gives him in writing 
a baudy Song ; he needs not be witty 
again all the time that he ſtays in the 
Countrey. 
\ 
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But the great deſtroyers, Sir, are ſtill 
to come ; for next appears the modzſh , 
grave , and well confidering Gentleman , 
that often calls himſelf ro an account , 
_ and always finds himſelf full weight and 
meaſure, but all the Clergy to be very light 
and contemptible for ſeveral reaſons. And 
in the firſt place, he obſerves , that Dz- 
Vnes are a fort.of people that mind only 
the 7ncon{iderable things of this world ; 
they never take notice how this Dakes or 
that Lords livery differ from another ; 
and they will idly ſuffer many a No#le 
mans Coach to paſs by, and never confi- 
der the thing that is behind , or whether 
they be Horſes or Mares, Engliſh or Flan- 
ders. Which of them can tcll the private 
paſſage out of Covent-garden , into 
Without asking at the Barbers ſhop ? or 
where the ſeveral Embaſſadors lodge ; 
where they dined yeſterday , and where 
they ſhall dine to morrow 2 And then for 
the humour of the Town, alas ! Sir, 
there is not one Dzvine of forty, that 
does or ever can underſtand any thing of 
ir. How hard a matter is it to judge, 
whether it be beſt to dine at Speerings, or 
to ſlide in afterwards ; and what time of 


year and whether is moſt proper for the 
| Out = 
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outward room, and what for the zyward > 
How much practical Rhetorick is requi- 
ſite ro make a Coachman fully believe , 
that he ſhall have a couple of ſhil/angs , 
and at the ſametime, reſolve to ler down 
the. boot, and with a ſteady mind walk 
ſoftly out to a Coffee-houſe, a little before 
you come at your Lodgings ? Again, 
what accuracy of palate and breeding is 
neceſlary to have a clear apprehenſion of 
a mizhty and lofty diſh; and to do reve- 
rence and ſtri&t juſtice to a glaſs of - Flc- 
rence, Champagne, Frontiniack, Burdeaux , 
Languedoc, Flaſcon de vin, vin de Bour- 
gongne, vin de Preſſorage , vin Pare, vin 
| de Parole and Taffalette ; and to begin 
{mall Princes with a Loach, and to end 
the Emperours with a meats tongue > Be 
not deceiv'd, Sir, it is not Logzck , Me- 
taphyficks , Fathers and Councils, and all 
the reſt that ever can expect to know or 
do theſe things, or half of them. Beſides, 
if we conſider the great rudenelles that 
are oft-times by Clergy-men committed, 
in barbarous managing of hat , immoral 
picking of zeeth, uncouth and unfaſhion- 
able ſn6ezing , clowniſh pronouncing of 
words, that ſhould have been gracefully 
lifp'd, and rude and flat ſerring both feet 

upon 
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upon the ground, when one ſhould have 


| ſtood in 7ittering readinels - the toe .. 
id 


for a conge ; when we conſider , I ſay, 
theſe and five and fifry thouſand things 
more, we muſt plainly conclude, that it 
is only for great headpieces, men of 
birth and education, of prudence, and a 
mighty reach, to pretend to honour and 
reputation ; not for poor unobſerving 
Book-men that go in black. Then, to all 


. this muſt be added, the vaſt skill that is 


required to the tendring a vi/i?, with ap- 
proved and modiſh accuracy, that it be 
done punctually at the critical minute, 
neither before nor after ; that the ſervant 
that comes to the door, be duly ſpoken 
to, according to the Rule- provided in 
that great affair ; that the Goloſhoes be 
left in their true and proper place , thar 
the Fooz-boy be expert in obſerving his 
cutor'd diſtance, that he gives allowance 
for” Summer and Winter ; and that he 
never ſtands exactly behind, but bearing 
a reſpectful point or ſo, North or South of 
his Mafter. Then having got over all theſe 
difficulties, and made a ſuitable addreſs, 
there is further to be weighed, whether 
the vi/t is to be a filent viſit, ora ſpeaking 


one ;andifany thing is to be ſaid, wherher 
the 


; 
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the vi/iter is firſt ro open, or to expett till 
diſcourſe be offered; and when, and in 
what order the health of the famzly is to 
be inquir'd into: Lack a day ! ſays one 
of the accompliſÞ'd, in what a lamenta- 
ble condition I have ſeen a mortal Clergy- 
7au, When he has ask'd for a Sox or a 
Daughter that has been dead a Month ; 
whereas he ſhould have felt out all thoſe 
things by degrees, and never have run 
himſelf into the danger of a ſtumbling 
excuſe , for not knowing of it before ; 
how will his pu/ing Conſcience be put to it, 
to rap our preſently half a dozen ſwingers 
to get of cleaverly ? But ſtill, Sir, there 
be many things behind ; Tt: is no ſuch 
eaſie matrer upon my word, to judge 
how much of the handkerchief ſhall hang 
out of the coat pocket , and how to 
poyle it exatly with the Tortoiſe-ſhel- 
comb on the other fide; and if there be 
Peruke to be order d, where is the man 
of the Church that can tell when it is to 
be done to Ol4 Simon the King, and 
when., Afther the pangs of a deſperate 
Lover ? Heavens and Stars ! It is ſuch a 
task to be conſiderable, and of any mo» 
ment in the World, rhat it would almoſt 
crack the brains of the moſt ſteady Cler- 
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gy-man, but to hear repeated all the ac- _ 
compliſhments that are required, to make* 
up a mar of worth. But then ſuppoſe a 
Divine of &«traordinary parts and quick- 
neſs, and that has got, I know not 
whence, ſo much of our 0d;/þ blood in 
his veins, as to apprehend, in ſome low 
degree, what makes men for ever Bleſ- 
ſet and ſhould arrive to ſome ſet forms 
of being acceptable ; how will they 
make ſhift for Speeches and Complements, 
Paſſes and Repaſſes, Parties and Repar- 
zies 2 Pur the caſe, Sir, that a fair Lady 
or perſon of honour by ſome chance or 
other , drops a g/ove or handkerchief : 
Where is now, ſay they, your man in 
Orders, that can preſently ſnatch it up in 
an extafſre, deliver it with 4onne grace, 
and inſtantly ſay ſomething ſuirable to 
{o great and ſudden occaſion ? Nay , 
furthermore , ſuppoſe we ſhould give 
them ſome of the grounds and elements of 
our being immortal, and Ify down be- 
fore them ſome of thoſe ineſtimable prix- 
ciples, by which we become excellent 
and admirable in the eyes of men, wo- 
men and children, and-thould diſcover to 
them ſome of our ſeveral vows to God, 


Madam, as 7 am a ſinner, Madam ; as / 
hope 


ha” 7 


Bras 


hope for Mercy, Madam ; as I beg your 
: pardon, Madam: As alſo ſome of our 
raptures and heights, as I am a ſinner be- 
fore God and your Ladiſhip; as 7 hope to 
find mercy in Heaven, and in your Ladi- 
ſhips breaſt ; as I defire to commit my ſelf 
to God and your Ladiſhips diſpoſal ; as 1 
defire to objerve only Moſes's , and your 
Ladifhips Commands. Nay, to all this 
ſhould we throw in ſome of our gentle 
and very helpful words; as,, intrigue , 
harangzue , obligation , devotion , altars , 
ſhrines , ſacrifices , guſtos , flambos , con- 
traſtos, and Orlandos, Ferdinandos : I ſay, 
ſuppoſe a tender-hearted Gallant, ha- 
ving a little pity and compaflion for the 
low condition and {ſtyle of the Clergy, 
thould unboſom and reveal himſelf after 
this free and open manner ; yet ſtill ack 
is Hack : for there is ſo much of native | 
gentility in the juſt uſe and nicking of 
theſe things, and ſo much' of myſtery in 
the right humouring of a faſhionable word, 
thar there is but very {mall hopes thar any 
 Clergy-man ſhould be ever happy or valu- 
able 1n this life, But {till, Sir, we for- 
get the great buſineſs of mankind, the 
writing of Letters : Where is the Divine 
that can do it, either ro Miſtreſs or Friend, 
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25 a man that knows the World, the bu- 
»0ur of the 7own, and that has /zved up- 
on, eat and read men ? And ſuppoſe we 
ſhould beſtow upon a poor low thinking 
Black-coat, one of our beſt forms, ſuch as 
follows ; it is five to one he would com- 
mit ſome Ecclefraſtical blunder or other, in 
ſetting his name too near, or inthe folding 
or making it up. 


| Moſt 
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Moſt bright and tranſcendental Madam, 


Preſume by the interceſſion 
of this courſe and erroneous 
Paper , to arrrue at your fair 
and infallible Fingers ; and to 
pay the utmoſt tribute of my 
Devotion at the high Altar 
of your perfettions. The great 
concern, Madam, of my life 
now, ts only to ſacrifice the poor 
remain of 1t, to your intrigues, 
and to make all my Intereſts 
and Jnclinations to be ob- 
ſervant of your Commands, - 
and to do homage at the 
ſhrine of your Vertues, Nay, 
Madam, IT am in ſome curio- 
lity, whether I be above, or on 
2 this 
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this fide the Heavens Canopy; 

'- for no ſooner was I beam'd 
upon by your ſhining Ladiship, 

but I ſeemed preſently to be 
altogether taken up. The | 


——_ 4 AE eB. 


delicacies of the Palate are to 
me grown all inſipid ; and 
7 is the contemplation, M4a- 
dam , of your glories alone , 
m which T can find any ſatis- 
fying guſto. In fine, Madam, 
were there not hipes of ſeeing 
once more your Angelical felt, 
and recerumg ſome benediction 
from the flambo's of your 
Ezes, T could preſently reſokve 
0 commence blindneſs ; and | 
were it not for the Oriental 


per- 
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perfumes that come from your 
Breath, it ſhould not be long 
before I ſhould put a period 
to my 0n. Should I, Madam, 

0 about to make an Harangue 
anſwerable to all thoſe Jewels 
that the from your Eye-lids 
to your Fingers-end ; it muſt 
be as lofty as Tenarifte , and 
as long as the Xquinoctial 
Line : And we inſtead 
of that, I have nothing elſe but 
t9 proſtrate at your feet the 


everlaſting diſpoſal of 


} 


MADAM, | 
The moſt devoted of all your Yafſels, 
and the meaneſt of your Foot-Ffools.. 


M | Alas! 
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Alas | alas! a Clergy-man muſt not 
expect to write thus ; his Blood is ſo 
low and creeping, that it can never 
be inflam'd to this pitch of paſſion and 
expreſion, with all the /ovelineſſes in the 
World. Now, Sir, would it not vex 
any Creature upon Earth, to ſee 7rzfles 
and Feathers , knots of Ribbon, Cringes, 
vifits and devoirs, a few faſhionable 
Words and Phraſes, and a form or two 
of a phantaftick Letter, and a very little 
beſides, to undervalue charity and pzety, 
real worth, and fſubfFantial knowledge, on- 
ly becauſe it is in ack, and the name of 
It 1s a Dzvzne ? 

I have nothing more, Sir, to ſay. to 
theſe People, only it would be a de- 
lightful thing if any of them upon whar 1 
now faid, ſhould miſtake me as through- 

| Iy as the Ayſwerer did about Greek and 
Latin , Prefaces, and Divifions, Patrons 
and Chaplains ; and preſently cry out, 
that I am againſt all Meat and Drink, 
guſto's and flambo's, altars and ſacrifices, 
feathers and garters, perukes and go- 
loſhoes, head and heels, body and ſoul of 
the LZazty : For I ſuppoſe, notwith-_ 
ſtanding any thing that I have faid , 
a Man may put on a New Suit twice 
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2 week, eat and drink of the beſt he 
can procure, have all his faſhionable dref 
ings, and modiſh attendants; ard yet be 
modeſt and diſcreet, and not think it 
any vaſt break and elegance, to toff his 
head at a Clergy-man , becauſe his Zair 
may be ſhorter ; nor to deſpiſe him to 
dirt, becauſe he is conſtantly oblig'd to 
the ſame Canonical Habit. L6 | 
But this laſt, Sir, that I was: juſt be- 
fore ſpeaking of, is but a wow to God, 
Man, a great looker over his Shoulder ; 
a filent and moderate defpiſer of all 
Ecclefraftical Perſons ; that only profeſſes 
by his troth, and as he is a Gentleman and 
a Sinner, that there is nothing in nature 
to be found ſo altogether ignorant of 
Human Afﬀairs, and fo empty and in- 
conſiderable as a Clergy-man ; For' after 
him comes the 7earer and Confornder 
of all that belongs to Dzrvinity ; that 
troubles not himſelf to reaſon ' out the 
point , whether a Perſon in orders, may 
not poſſibly underſtand as much, ſpeak 
and write as well, and do as much 
Service in a Nation as others ; but to 
make ir all fure and ſhort, fwears it 
Home , that they are all of them a 
Company of mean and undiſcerning 
| M 2 Peoples 
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People. Now, Sir, what great Judges 

theſe are, and by what meaſures. they 

proceed ; and how likely they are to 

be . very ſevere Diſcerners of what is 

_ worthy, : and. what is not, may be caſi- | 
ly ſeen by. thoſe deadly witty Arts 

they make uſe of to diſparage that | 

Holy Profeſſion ; and by which alſo they | 

would raiſe. themſelves the reputation 

of Men of Parts and Wit : And the 

firſt thing wherein ' they are ſo ſevere 

. and fatyrical, is upon their Names and 
Habits. And you may ſoon ſee, Sir, 

the portion of Wt that is amongſt ſome 

of them, and the {mallneſs of their 

ObjeFions ; when to ſay, There goes a 

a Black-coat , ſhall be reckon'd a very 

good and ſpecial fancy ; or to ſay, Here's 

to. you Parſon; or, Good morrow Par- 

ſon ; if the word Parſon be humourſomely 

and /lurringly pronounced , (as ſome of 

them can yo it) if well conſidered , 

iS a.very notable abuſe. And Fle war- | 

_ rant. you, that arch Blade that lookd | 
upon a Married Minifter, and ask'd 

him how Mrs. Parſoz did, thought him- _ 

ſelf in little leſs than a rapture ; and it 

' was well, if he did not go preſently 
to Bed, and take a doſe of Dzaſcordium. 

Bur 
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But if a Clergy-man chance to meet an 
Old Tefftament Wit ; and that he ſets 
into his, Tricks and Dro//ings ; then he 
muſt expect to be called Levite : And 
rhat' you may not think his. Fancy to 
be ſtinted, ſometimes he calls him 
Tribe, ſometimes Leviticus, and for va- 
riety ſake, at other times Numbers. I 
need nor, Sir, go about ro commend 
theſe, they having been 4o often appro- 
ved. Bur of all the Wags, and Sly 
ones , that thus play- upon a Clergy- 
man ; he certainly. is moſt dreaded, that 
calls him Dodor ; which if ir be ſpo- 
ken with the utmoſt keenneſs of in- 
tention, which that word may admit 
of , it goes the deepeſt into the Bones, 
of any thing that can be ſaid. I can- 


not forget ( before Shaſhes and broad 


Hats came into faſhion) how much I 
have ſeen a ſmall Puny Wit, delight 
in himſelf, and how horribly he has 
thought 'to have abuſed a Divine, only 
in twiſting the ends of his Girdle, and 
asking him the price of his Brammer : 
but that Phancy is not altogether ſo con- 
ſiderable now , as it has been in former 
Ages. 


- 


M3 Another 
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Another witty way they five of un- 
dervaluing this Profeſſion is, that they 
will not go to Church: As if a Man of 
2 yery ordinary reach and phanſic, might 
not ſtay at Home ; or if they do go, 


they'll ſpend their time in Talking and . 


Laughing , when there is. no occaſion 
at all for ir, nor reaſon to do it : For 
as I was concernd in my former, (and 


alſo in ſome part of ths) that there” 


ſhould be ſuch Diſcourſes utter'd by 
ſome, as might rempt People to abuſe 
and flight the Preacher ; ſo am I as 
much concern'd now , that there ſhould 
be ſuch idle , foppiſh , and extraxaganr 
People, that ſhould underyalue the 
whole Profeſſion of the Clergy at a ven- 
ture ; from the higheſt to the meaneſt ; 
let their Carriage and Behaviour be in 
all Circumftances grave and unblame- 
able ;- and let their Sermons be as ſe- 
rious, Judicious, Learned and Profitable, 
as Pen can write ; for although ic be 
to. no purpoſe to deny , that by reaſon 
of the unhappy Education of ſome, the 
low condition of others , and the wil- 
ful Mifcarriages of a third fort, many 
of our Clergy are often lighted and dit- 
regarded, yet on the other fide, it is a 

ee ſign 
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ſign of nothing bur perfe Madneſs, Ig- 
norance and Stupidity , not to acknovy- 
ledge that the preſent Church of Englan# 
affords as conſiderable Scholars, and as 
ſolid and eloquent Preachers, as are any 
where to be found in the whole Chri/tiar 
World, And if theſe People would but 


4 little examin themſelves, and not 


count every Oath, Curſe, abuſe of Scrip- 
ture, and the like, for Wit, Humour, 
Judgement, and every thing ; they 
would find themſelves not ſo wonder- 


| fully overſtock'd with Ingenuity and 


Knowledge, as utterly to deſpair of re- 
ceiving from the Pa/pit any uſeful Ad- 
vice and Information. And I have oft- 
times much wonder'd, that ſuch as make 
{o great Pretences to Wit and Accom- 
pliſhments, ſhould pirch upon © eaſie a 
Method of being admird, and valuable 
in this World ; when as they ſee; that 
the grounds upon which they endeavour 
to be ſo famous and illuſtrious, are fo 
preſently apprehended , that the low- 
born Coach-Men, Carmen and Porters, are 
come to as great Perfeftion, as the lof- 
tieſt of theſe Speakers. That certainly 
was a pretty attentive Child, who, - as 
he was lighting himſelf Home upon a 

M 4 Saturday 
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Saturday night (after his Work was 0- 
ver) was heard to fay over, and ſort 
all the Oaths and Curſes that he had 
learn'd in the whole Week, from his in- 
genious and eloquent MaFfers. . And I 
cannot but approve of the Modeſty of 
- that Toungfter, who being highly pleas'd 
with that excellent Phaniie, viz. Son of 
a Whore, and not happening conveniently 
of Tapſter or Drawer to ſpend himſelf firſt 
upon, was, forc'd to break his Mind to 
an '\Oyfter-woman ; and ſo being once en- 
ter'd, the Touth ioon improved ; for af- 
terwards, if the Cand!e burnt not clear, 
or the Pzpe had a crack in it, or his Horſe 
ſtumbled, or Dog or Bitch lay in his way, 
they were all Sozs of Whores. Nay, if 
a Trial in Wef#minfer-77al/ goes not 
right, the very caſe it {elf is a Son of a 
Whore Caſe ; and that Purge that gripes, 
_ or gives a Stool more than ordinary, is 
a Sou !'of a Whore Purge. 1 know Sir, 
that theſe Zufing Deſpiſers of all Black- 
Coats, think they urge very hard for the 
neceſſity of their, thundring and terrify- 
ing Style ; by ſaying, that the degenerate 
part of the World, were it not for thar, 
would grow ſaucy and unmanageable ; 
and the unworthy , - and mean-ſpirited 

Creepers, 
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Creepers, would make no difference be- 
tween themſelves, and the brave and bold 
Commanders of the Age. Curſe (lay they) 
the Groom or Oftler three or four rimes 
luſtily , juſt before you go to Bed, and 
your Zorſe will very near caſt his Coat, 
and begin to ſhinc by the Morning ; and 
give a Drawer half a Dozen Granadoes 
as he gocs down the Stairs ; and if he 
be ſo irreligious, as to bring up any 
thing but true 7erſe, you will for certain 
ſhortly hear, that he has murdered his 
Maſter, and hang'd himſclf with his own 
Garters. In ſhort, Sir, were not People 
quickn'd to Dury and Obſervance, by 
{uch brisk and remarkable Expreftons , 
the World muſt ſuddenly end, and the 
very Gentry of the Nation would be as 
much neglected and diſobeyed, as we 
find the modeſt and cowardly Clergy now 
to be. Indeed, it is great pity, but that 
Gentle-folks ſhould be duly reverenc'd, 
and-attended upon. But, I was think- 
ing, Sir, ({uppoſing Swearing and Curſng 
be ſo very neceſſary to the ſtanding Go- 
vernmentand Welfare of a Nation) that a 
{mall 7»/rument (about the ſtature of Px- + 
ginello) might poſſibly be ſo contriv'd 
with Two Rows of Szops, one for 

; Swearing, 
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Swearing , and another for Cur/ing, that 
might upon all Occaſions expreſs it ſelf 
- with as much Diſcretion, Propriety and 
Elegance, as the very Owner of the little 
tool {hould be able ro do himſelf. Bur 
then indeed, Sir, as to the extemporary 
and occaſional Wir, that is oft-times 
ſhewn in abuſing the : Zoly Scriptures ; 
_ that muſt never be attempred by ſuch a 
Gentleman of Wainſcot ; but mult be per- 
formed by Human Mouth it (elf ; for 
there is ſo much of ſuddenneſs of ap- 
prehenſion , and experimental Skill in the 
application of Scripture, that is requiſite 
to that buſineſs ; that to go about to per- 
form it by Zoles, Springs, or Wires , 
. would be much more difficult and char- 
gable, than Paradiſe, or Sands's Water- 
works, For ſuppole , Sir , a Gentleman 
going to Dinner to Houſe, and walks 
1ng through the Narrow Alley , miſtakes 
his way ; then Sir , what Erngzne upon 
' the ſudden, of Wood, or Paſiboard, (but 
Gentleman himſelf) could preſently ſay , 
Strait is the Gate, and narrow # the way, 
and few there be that find it, Do you 
ſee, Sir, how hard it is? There is not 
ſuch a place again for that occaſion, ahd 
for that very particular Alley in all the 


Bible. 
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Bible. Well, Sir, -he proceeds, and com» 
ing at laſt to the great Houſe; he knocks 
at the Gate, and the Porter being not juſt 


at hand, then comes out that of the Pſal- 


miſt, Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, and 
be ye lift up, ye everlaſting Doors,  &C. 
Upon which , the Porter hearing fuch 
great Wit and Divinity at the Gate, pre- 
{ently runs, and opens ; the Gentleman 
enters, and there finds a Servant {weep- 
ing ; then -comes very properly that of 
the Prophet, concerning the . Beſom of 
DefruFion : For indeed, what more 
exatly like the Deſolation of Babylon , 
than the {weeping away a little Dirt 
out of a Court-yard ? Aﬀter this he walks 
into the Za,” where he happens upon 
the Butler, and two Fef7s ; Good Mor- 
row Pharaoh, \ays he, { for you (know, 
Sir, Pharaoh had a Butler) where's your 
Maffer , Pilate ? (for you know allo, 
Sir, that our Saviour was carried into = 
the Common-Hall. ) Where by the way, 
Sir , you muſt obſerve, that a true Wir 
is as good in the izfide of the Zouſe, 
as at the Gate. Dinner time draws nigh, 
and {oon after the Vidtuals appears : 
The Gentleman is defired to fit down : 
No, he /brugs, and begs pardon: Ievin 


rca 
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read; that the firſt ſhall be laſt, and the 
laſt ſhall be firit ; and then he ſhrugs a- 
gain. However, at laſt, Sir, we fall to; 
and amongſt other .good things , there 
is ſomewhat that requires Muſtard ; up- 
on that he deſires his Neighbour to res 
move a little of the Mountain ito him ; 

7 for if ye have Faith like a grain of Mu- 
Stard-ſeed , ye ſhall remove Mountains. 
By and by, Sir, half a\dozen Chickess 
are brought in ; which preſently he 
commends for a Diſh of very fat Fe- 
 ruſalems ; becauſe of, O Feruſalem, Fe- 
ruſalem, thou that killeft, &c. though if 
he had pleaſed, he might as well have 
call'd them, a Diſh of Prophets, or a 
Di/h of. Would-nots : for you know, Sir, 
Feruſalem, Prophets, Chickens, and would 
zot, are all in the ſame Yerſe. In ſhort, 
Sir, my Lord Mayor himſelf, cannot pro- 
vide a greater number of Difhes, than 
this Gentleman ſhall have always in rea- 
| dineſs Divine Phanfres ; nor leſs ingenious 
can he ſhew himſelf to be in his re- 
turn (if there be occaſion) than he was 
in his coming ; for a Child cannot drop 
before him in the Streets, but preſent- 
ly, Tabitha, ariſe ; be it Boy or Girl ; 
nor a Porter caſe himſelf of his _— 
ur, 
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but, Come unto me all ye that are heavy 
laden, &c. nor a Water-bearer be at the 
Conduit , but , Paul may Plant - and 
Apollos may Water, &c. I know not, Sir, 
how many there be of this fort of People 
in the World, who have nothing to ſay 
againſt a Prieſt, but only to ſwear more 
than- ordinary in his Company , or to 
apply a few Scripture-words, with 7m- 
pudent Nonſenſe. If there be no ſuch ar 
all, chen what I have now ſaid belongs 
perhaps to thoſe that dwell at the 
Moon. But if there be, I would to 
God, that (in the mean time, till they 
come to ſome ſenſe of Religzon ) they 
would in tome meaſure conſult their own 
Credit and Reputation ; of which , if 
they be ſo nice and tender, as upen all 
occaſions they pretend 'to be ; they - 
might plainly perceive, that this their 
childiſh way of ſcoffing at God, and 
his immediate Servants, is {o far from 
leading towards 3t or iZonour, that it 
is nothing elſe but dry, blunt, infacetious 
Atheiſm. 493 
And ſeeing, Sir, we have been how 
{ſpeaking of tome that think themſelves 
the very Princes of the Age and Wt, 
it may not be amiſs to hint alſo at an- 
other 


E003 : 

other more modeſt ſort of People, who 
are not for ſuch notorious ſcoffing at 
God, and ſivearing down Towers and 
Steeples; but yet having but a ſmall 
Opinion of Religzon, and little regard 
to. Honeſty and Conſcience ; (Wit and HHu- 
mour ſerving inſtead of that) they muſt 
needs underyalue, and laugh at all ſuch, 

whoſe duty and ſerious Employment it 
is, to explain the Scriptures; and from 
thence to exhort to all Meekneſs, Tem- 
perance, and Righteouſneſs; thoſe, I 
mean , who, if they can but cheat a. 
little Boy of his Link and Livelihood ; 
blow out a poor Mans Candle , and 
make him prick his Fingers, beat down 
a Basket full of the biggeſt Apples, or 
pawn a » young Gentleman for the reckon- 
ing ; and then call it by the r22ht name ; 
they are in their own Opinions very 
much wiſer than all the grave and for- 
mal Clergy-men in the Natzon ; who are 
commonly. {o very dull, as to think, thar 
one that is in the prime of his Fancy, 
Invention, Gayneſs, Frolick , and At- 
chievements, ſhould ſubmir to ſer Forms, 
and to Ear, Drink, and walk the Streets 
by Canon, WW 


Now, 
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Now, Sir, I muſt needs ſay, ſuppoſe 
a very ancient and ſolemn Profells of 
Cobling, be very intent upon the grear 
buſineſs of reparation, and all things pro- 
. miſing highly well, the A4w/e glides nim- 
bly through ; the Candle conſents, and 
burns very clear ; nothing of fear, cloud, 
or diſappointment appears ; bur he ſings 
or thrums at the great likelihood of the 
reſtauration of the Shoe ; ſeeing nothing 
but that the Evening may cloſe well, his 
Sleep be undiſturb'd, and his Endeavours 
be crown'd with being paid next Morn- 
ing ; on a ſudden, Sir, ruſhes upon him 
Darkneſs, Deſpair, and a ſprightful Gal- 
lant ; that ſpoils all his ZZopes, ſhatters 
his Tune, and in ſhort, with one puff, 
blows out every bit of his 4urning Can- 
ale, and bloſſoming Deſigns. Now, I {ay, 
this was very well blown ; for if Co- 
lers ſhould not ſomerimes | be fruſtrated 
in their Plots and Contrivances ; but 
ſhould always ſucceed in their brisk and 
jolly Humour , withour diſturbance or 
Interruption, they might in time come 
to diſreſpet the great Maſters of Fancy, 
and place too much confidence in the 
old ſhoe part of the World. But for all 
thar this great and juſt di/appointer may 
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go to Church next Sunday ; and\give due 
reſpet and atrendance 'to his n/truFor, 
notwithſtanding he did fo utterly de- 
feat the Cobler. IT alſo deny not, but 
thar he that in the Zvenzng lets in the 
Air at Three or Four Windows , may 
poſſibly keep People from Sleeping roo 
ſecurely, and to preſerve their Houſes 
from being afterwards Zurn7. But ſup- 
poſe a Divine has a mind to walk right 
on to his Lodgings, and not to make 
fuch Remarks and O&ſervations in his 
paſſage ; there is no reaſon that he pre- 
{ently ſhould be counted a ſenſeleſs Sor , 
and orhers the only Wits and /Tumouriſts 
of the Age. For you know, Sir, if the 
Night be very dark, and People be bur 
faſt aſleep ; Windows, commonly lo call'd, 
are very frail, and frangible things ; 


_ and they will eafily give way to a cud- 


gel, though clowniſhly, and unbumourſom- 


ty applied; as well as if dire&ted by the 


moſt ingenious and frolickſome hand : 
Whereupon I ſay again, as we ought to 
take ſpecial care, that we do nor ſer 
roo low an eſteem upon theſe enter- 


prizes ; ſo on the other ſide, not ſo to 


over-yalue them , as to think but that 
our forefathers poſſibly might have at- 
6 tempted 
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rempted ſomething in this great kind : 
And therefore if the MznifFer in his Ser- 
mon , give ſober Rules and Advice to 
live peaceably and modeſtly, and to 
make ſatis/aFion for Offences commit- 


ted ; he may with much more reaſon be 


believ'd, and liſten'd to, than wonder'd, 
or laugh'd at ; for the Feft is never a whit 
the leſs, though the G/afs be paid for. I 
have alſo (according as my occaſions 
would permit) taken into ſome conſide- 
ration, that great affair of Apple ſpilling. 
And I am thinking, Sir, if the Basket 
ſtands a little leaning againſt the Wall, 
or ſloping upon a Board, and that the 
Apples be very roand,, and the Surprize 
be very ſadden, and that the meditating 
Governeſs be very old , ſtift, or lame; 1 
do then verily believe that much of the 


lamented Frui# may get into the Kennel, 


before it can poſſibly be recovered. Bur 
{uppoſe there be nor ſuch great Advan- 
rages to make all things thus eaſily hope- 
ful, and yer that the Contrivance is ſuch, 
that the Humour takes, and the Frolick 
{ucceeds;however let us behave our {elves 
with ſome calmneſs and moderation, and 
not as if we had killed a Gzanr, or flew. 


the Dragon. I muſt therefore always con- 
N fels, 
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fels, that I did more than a little admire 
ar the ſmooth and even temper of that 
Gentleman, who finding a Pail of 1/ling- 
| fon Milk ſtanding all alone at the Door, 
and pouring it. out every Drop into the 
Street , went on as unconcerned about 
his buſineſs, as if he had done nothing 
but waſh'd his Hands that Day ; where- 


as if ſuch a ſpecial opportunity had fal- 


len into ſome other Zumourii?s Hands, 


who was apt to overplume himſelf upon 


ſuch Exterprizes; he would have run 
preſently back, to have told it at his 
Lodgings ; have counted himſelf as great 
a Wit, as Ben Johnſon, Fletcher, Beau-= 
mont ; and have utterly deſpis'd all the 
ſtartch'd humourleſs Black-coars for fix 
Weeks after, becauſe of the great adven- 
ture of the Mk. 

If I were at leiſure, Sir, I might alſo 
briefly mention another ſort of more 
ſhrewd and judicious Deſpiſers : who have 
a very ſtrange Opinion of Religzor , 
: Scrtpture, and the Clergy : But they pro- 
feſs it not out of Zumour, Frolick, or 
any prejudice ; but that they have look'd 
far back into the ſtory of the World, 
obſery'd the riſe and decay of Xingdoms, 
conſulted the -Laws and Inclinations of 
HTumane 
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Humane Nature , and have very well 
weigh'd and examin'd the niceſ# circum 
Ffances, and poſſibility of things-; and 
hereupon do very much wonder, that 
ſuch thinking Creatures as Men, ſhould 
be ſo long deluded with 4ughears and 
tales ; and the groundleſs Traditions of 
the miffaken and impoſing Prieſts. And 
I need not, I ſuppoſe, Sir, tell you, that 
theſe are the Diſciples of Mr. Hobbs. 
And what tri weighers , and panitual 
Examiners of things theſe are like to be, 
you may very near guels, by the caſfineſs 
of their Converſion to his Dofrine and 
Opinions : One he comes, and ſays, he is 
very confident that Mr. Hobbs is a Gen- 
Heman, and a great Diſcoverer of Truth ; 
for he hears of ſeveral very accompliſh d 
and creditable Perſons, that do very much 
admire the old Gentleman, and are cloſe 
adherers to his Principles ; and therefore 
he is reſolyd to be a fine Perſon too ; 
and to be as accompliſhd and creditable 
as they ; and to believe all, ſay all, and 
admire all , that they believe, ſay, and 
admire; ſo ſoon as any body would be 
lo kind as to tell him any one thing 
that Mr. Z#obbs holds; for if he could 
but get it once by the end, let him alone 
I 3 "2 
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for the improving and. management of it : 
Another ſays, he is altogether as ſure that 
gall the World is in a Miſtake except 
Mr. Hobbs and his Followers; for that he 
was lately at a Meeting, w here a Friend 
of his aſſerted right down Atheiſm to 
the very Teeth of a Clergz-may ; or, that 
if there were any God ar all, it muſt be 
a kind of wooden God, ſuch as Mr. Hobb's 
God : And he knows this Frierd of his 
to be ſo much a Gentleman, and of ſo 
much integrity and conſideration , that 
he would ſcorn to fay any ſuch thing, 
if he had not well examin'd it, and found 
reaſon to conclude fo ; and therefore for 
his part, he ſhall take his Word and 
Judgment concerning the buſineſs of a 
God, before any methodical Prieft that 
dotes upon his B3#/e. Yes, ſays a Third, 
Mr. Hobbs Philoſophy is certainly the 
only Philoſophy ; he muſt needs be a 

brave Man :. 1 durſt almoſt ſwear , ſays 
he, that what he holds is abſolutely 
true, let it be abour what it will ; or 
elſe ſuch a one would never have ſhewn 
ſo much z4-breeding , and encouraged ſo 
much error, as to begin his Health with 
ſuch Ceremony and Obſervance. If it pleaſe 


che fares, the next company I come into, 
yl 
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7'll put it about, Two in a Hand, upon 
my Word, and it ſhallrun, 7o Mr. Zobbs, 
and the utter confutation of all Spirits aud 
Spiritual Men ; and fo he is ſufficiently 
enter'd, and faſt enough. O, by all 
means, ſays.a Fourth, Mr. Hobbs mult 
needs be in the right : Fll pawn half my 
Eſtate upon it, that he is; he ſhall dit- 
pute with all the ZFcclefraſticals for a 
Hundred Pounds of my Money. For 
he perceives now where the pnch of the 
buſineſs lies ; for he has worn him above 
this half Year in his Pocket, Day and 
Night, and has above Twenty Places of 
Moment turn'd down ; ſome before, and 
{ome after the Candle was out. O, ſays 
he, how ignorant, and deadly cold am TI, 
if by chance I leave him at Home; he 


is a great deal more comfortable and 


warm than a Squzrrel in the Sleeve. But 
if you happen upon one that has worn 
the Philoſopher ſo long, that Two or 
Three of his Phraſes are got through 
his Pocket, and at laſt have inſinuated 
themſelves into his Temper ; he proves 
preſently a Chair-man in all Companies : - 
And if he looks but upon a Clergy-man, 
he is as great a Prince as ever Mr. Hobbs 
gave power to. - Then, come Sir, ſays 
| he, 
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he, Come now for your Immaterial ſub- 
ftinces ; have you ever a one about you, 
Sir ? F kear that you are much acquainted 
with them ; you live by the Spzrz, Sir ; 
it is a wonder that you {hould not have 
one in your Pocket : I have' got honeft 
material Mr. 77chbs in mine. I could 
ſhew you for a need, Sir, Spirit of Wine, 
Spzrit of Salt, or Spirit of Hartshor ; 
but. I have enquired, and never could 
get, or ſee any Spirit of Subſtance, Spirit 
of Subſtance | that's fine indeed. Whart, 
Eſſence of Eſſence ? pretty I profeſs. In- 
deed we have had a very curious time of 
it, a company of very ſeeing Prieſts, and 


ſearching Philoſophers ; that thould go on, 


and teach one another ſuch plain , palpa- 
ble, and manifeſt Contradictions. Ask 
them how ſuch an effe& comes to pals; 
it is done, ſay they by an Incorporeal 
Subſtance. Wonderfully acute indeed ! 
that is, by no Zody, or by a no body. body, 


_ or by a no thing thing. It was very well 


for this Natzon, that Mr. Zobbs was born 
at laſt; and half. a dozen of us, of wil- 
lingneſs and parts, to underſtand him, 
_—_—_ the World had continued in a 
brave blind condition. It is not, Sir, to 


my purpoſe, at preſent, 'to meddle with, 
Or 
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or examin their Maſters Principles * But 
I much wonder, {ceing they may be daily 
convinc'd how much he has been miſta- 
ken in his Mathematical Attempts, that 
they ſhould take his bare Word, and 
believe him not to be failing in his o- 
ther Writings ; becauſe he confidently 
ſays he proceeds by evident connexion and ' 
demonſtration. And whereas heretofore 
it was a work of many Years ſtudy and 
ſeriouſneſs, that could entitle one but ro. 
be ſuſpeRted of A4theiſm ; now he that 
has but ſeen Mr. ZHob#'s Boots, and can 
make but a Mouſe-trap, is as fully pri- 
wiledg'd as if he could pluck up the Earth 
by the Roots, or make a Man. 


I believe, Sir, there may be ſeveral o- 
thers that withour any reaſon at all are 
ill affected towards the Clergy. One 
thinks that whatever Epzſcopacy be, yer 
the Lands thereunto belonging are nor 
jure divino ; another is of opinion that 
the Clergy muſt by no means ride; be- 
cauſe they are to go, and teach all Nations. 
And others there be, who are therefore 
againſt Zythes, becauſe they think they 
give them. But theſe were partly men- 
tiond in my former ; and if they were 

nor, 
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not, it is all one ; for I can ſay no more 

at preſent; being {uddently ſent for into 

Devonſhire ; where I expect to find ſuch 

employment, as will certainly ſecure the 
World, from me being ever troubleſome 

in this kind again. I am, once more, 


| 3 
| 7 
| Sr, ; 
| y "=, Your Humble Servant, 
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